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CHAPTER 10

VOo1DENORT' S HAND

The next dabeing SaturgiaHary had his usual training with thedts
though it vas cut sharby an hour to alls Hary and Neville to retarto
Hogwarts for the memorial sece for those who had died. Aftards they
retumed to eat with theukors then hae the enenrgof-love session. Har gave
them an abrided account ofvhat helold the Histoy of Magic classvith special
emphasis on the pahaing to do with the eneygf love; he vanted to
emphasize that Dumbledore had felt that there ety negtive consequences to
feelings ofanger, and using the Killing Curse

Harry spent most ohis time on Sungdinishing up his Ring of
Reduction. here vas supposed toVvebeen a Quiddhgracticebut McGonaall
had called oftll practices for aeek, out ofrespect for fomasand the desire
not to dhoose a new Slytherin Seedo soon after his death. Cautig vork on
his Ring, Hay was®interrupted until thre¢hirty, when he @s calledypSnape
for a session.

Snape viead recent memories; enoughrdérest had happened since the
previous session that that took up the time negeSsape finished/lviewing
Harry® presentation to the seh years on DumbledoRutting davn his vand,
Snape commented, Olronicalipuld hae gven a mich more detailed and
accurate lecturéhough ofcourse without the emotional contenyaiirs From
my experience doing this with the headmastar intimately familiar with the
ewvents ofwhic you spokeO

Hamy could well imagine that. OBuwiuyprobably found it angimg, all that
agonizing he didwer something thaby would consider abiousO
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Ol vould not sy Oanyingd but rathesomethingery far outside g
experiencdt was useful as aywvto understand ohe thought, and lag not
unmindful ofthe fact that had he not been the personalsehe vould not hae
been able to assist me as he did. | only became impatient when what he did had an
effect in the here andwan the stggle aginst the Dark Lor®.

It suddenly occued to Hary that Snape had probably seeld&fmot the
day beforewhen Hary had been with theutors OSpeaking efhic, how is the
0lO Dark Lord, angg®O he astt fippantly

Snape gye Hary a \ery disappreing look, as though heere tempting
fate OBeforeop used his name to nkdaim; nav you use the phrase Othe Dark
LordO to do sés yu olviously sunise he is most displeased, though his
expectations othe success dhis operation @re not higi®

Harry raised his eyelve OHis opinion ofme nust be ging up if he
sends fie supposedlyosid-class assassins after me and @espect them to do
the jobO

OThey vere not the best in theddO clarified Snap@Te \ery best
would not tak the assignment, becauséhefuncedainty ofthe timing, the fact
that Hogvaits is a securedronment whi does not alle for Disapparation, and
your reputation for swriving A Death Eater told me that one potential assassin,
when approded, said, Gtie Dark Lord ants ®tter dead so baglye should do
it himsel©O

Harry could®kee a gin off his faceOBet he \ed thad

Snape nodded. Olt is precisely theattitude that he ants to woid. In
your lecture to the clageu were quite perpéive in noting that this is a&akness
of the Dark Lord(the fear andae in whit he insists on being held. It interferes
with his @al of power, with operational prioritieSpeaking ofvhidh, | thought |
would infom you that the headmistress andread that | wuld infom the Dark
Lord of your reference to him as anEO Snape pausédusly uncomfaable
with exen quoting something so insulting eddémot, OE Ounbelialle moro®
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It has spread around thégol to sub an extent that it will undoubtedly spread
outside and he wuld find out egntuallySince | obiously wuld hae heard it, it
was better that | tell hif.

Harry had heard that his commevibeing widely quoted, and thatg w
stating to be usedybstudents with eaother if one said something another
thought vas stupid. Ols that the kinctloihg he reallyants to kne?0 Hay
wondered, syrised.

OHe ants to knw of any disrespect to him, so he cae pakitve action
if he hooses t® said Snap@He has notvgin specific instictions that disrespect
from you is not to be quoted. His reaction to whatsaid \&sE understated, but
clea0

Harry smiled a littjémagining it; then he had another thought. Ols
Voldemot a Oshodite-messergyO type?0

Ol am not familiar with the referemzedoubt Mugle but | gather the
meaningFortunatelynq that is not one ofiis weaknesse¥our concem, hove\er,
is most toulsing® said Snapeytyr

Harry dudkled. Ofianks IOm glady appreciate it. Sdoes he believthat
thereSsub a thing as the engrgf love nav?0 askl Hary.

Snape shook his head. OHepastkat pu hae found a new type of
magic; the evidence sugpay that is eerwhelmingHe does not acpethat it is
based in ke, exen gven yur success in téaeg Yur friends and three others
have told him ofyour methods ofeading it; naturalljne sneers atGt.| hope he
kegs sneering, thought HarOHe speculates that thetsource ofhe paver is
something whitis transmitted accidentally along with théiteg@

OBy, talk about a blind spOtsaid Hay in wonder

Okea in mind, though, that many in the Ministid not belie¥it at first,
eithetO pointed out Snap@and theyese not nearly asvessted in disbelieving it as
the Dark Lord. | ipselfmight not hee beliegd it were it not for g experience
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with the headmaster; it is only because he foumdub a source o$trength that
he could be the person hassas pu explained torBfessor Dentusdlass

OThere is one unfarate deslopment whit has arisen in theate of this
event) contined Snapeu recall that the Dark Lord instted me to find aay
to kill you, and only the headmistressfions prented him from making it a
matter ofurgency Now, he has made it $ua matterdeciding thatour
elimination is a higher priority than the possibilityyobecoming headmaster

OThat&not @odO said Hay solemnlyDeadpan, he added, Ol gues®y
have to kill methenO

Snape rolled his ey@¥t is a serious mattgur macabre humor
notwithstandin® At Hary®blank look, he sighed e@aps Bfessor Smith has a
point when he ga there should be some noagical instriction at Hogwarts
Your vocabulay is sadly deficie6.

OI0Il ask Heione the next time | see fehe jokd. OBubhnOll be happy
to hear thatgu said that. Anyay obviously | knev it® seriouds there a
deadline?0

OHe is atevk acquiring an tifiact, one that he is sure will do the job; he
said he will hee it for me before winteagation end<$sg one could seathat the
deadline is roughly midruary. After that, ifl have not made an attempt, he will
wantto know why. I do not yetknow the natureof theartifact,sol cannotknow if
a plausible exse towid its use exists

OBut probahlyouQll he to lese Hogvarts, right?0O asll Hary.

Snape nodded. OUritoratelyyesit likely cannot bevaided. Exactly what
will be donea@in, cannot be kmo until ve knav more about the @fiact. But
the most likly scenariowlves ny OcaptureO and imprisonthent.

OWhat if Professor McGonadibO beg Hary, but Snape cut him off

ONg it will do no god, as | ha already explained to.liEre Dark Lord
is detemined; egn if she vere to die tomaow, he vould not bang his plan®
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ODo bad e cadfake ny deatt®) nused Hary. OWI, this is pretty bad.
Maybe veOlla luky, and something will happen in the meantimieaioge the
situatiorO

Olt is highly doubtf@,said Snape in an admonishing &sniéit was
irresponsible oHarry to et his hopes u®In addition to the more impzont
problems the situation postee headmistressist soon sedndor a new 8tions
masteO

Ol forgt about tha® said Hay. OShe c@stat looking yet, otoursel
guess & cafbdo rmudh until after acation. Sds there anything elsmuithink |
should knw?0

Snape nodded, and rieed for a small lxcon a shelfbove his desk; he
put it on the desk nearest HaOTese are MZabinpersonal effectwhid will
be sent bacto his relaties There are a few things | thougloid interestgu, in
the folder on the top

Puzzled, Hany took the folder and opened ib. Ais suprise on the top
was a Hawy RPotter Chocolatereg card. Belw that vere aticles oliously clipped
from the Pophet; the one on the to@mw/from April ofthat yegrdetailing his
escape from the Chamber and his desgof the Killing Curse shield. Looking
through the drcles he sw that all featured him prominenépd vere in
chronological ordeHe wvas fairly sure that thegns all ofthe aticles the Pophet
had written about him; the one writtgnSieeter \as there asel. Hary looled
up at Snapevho vas vearing a satisfied smirk. With sudden discgrhfoknew
what Snape thought; as for himdwfvasi®sure what to think.

Ol dothink this means whaty obviously think it mea/t® said Hay
defensiely OLots opeople hee nmy Chocolate g card. A couple dozen students
asled me to autagph ones thay@tten over the summed

OO0dd that he did not aSk;ommented SnagiMat is also odd is that in
his belongings thereere no other Chocolatedg cardsonly yurs | am gien to
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understand that thé@@&nces ofjetting any pécular card in one peaxe are less
than one in fie hundred®

Hamry wondered ha Snape knew that. Oksrone in tenty when they
came ou® he pointed ouit.

OHe wuld not hae purhased it the®, said Snap®¥6u will note that the
articles date from Eastexfter the last athe others hadE deated. While they
were therghe no doubt felt that his belongings could behsehat any timeyb
the othersand wuld not vant to hae risled them finding st thingd

Harry thought that Blaise couldvbdought cards orawation inakuary,
left them at homend brought this one in when thenetated in Sptembey but
then the question becaméy only Hary®card. He found himsdiecoming
annged with Snap®It could he been that he just admired dker all, it s in
trying to kill me that the four people who made his life miserable end&thgp lea
Hogwarts, it® no suprise that he should supporeO

Olt is not impossil® aged Snapstill vearing the smirk.

Hary sighed, gjting more and more arysal. @nd ewen if it does mean
what yu think it means dor®cared

Snaps@mirk became&v more pronounced. @mean,qu wish pu
did not careYou clearly doAs Rofessor Dentus once pointed outao your
feelings she wvery clearly onour faced

Harry was not happy to tia a memaor Snapea from their sessions used
against him in that &y. ODo yu really ant to be hang Shadenfreude atym
expense? | thoughewoth knew that as®helpfulO

Now Snape@mirk anished, and he became seriduam ¥ing to mak a
point. This causey geat discomfdr for a reason. lthere vere nothing wrong
with this we would not feelsud revulsioratthe prospectTolerancef thissort of
thing only leads to sufferifg

Only if both paties are®willing, Hary thought, but didBsg. He realized
he had to be careful around Snape about thedsptchad caused Snape to violate
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the understanding they had once alreadyhe didbfeel lile getting into a fight
with Snapeespeciallyver this topicSnape as being deliberately ywoatve, but
Hary knew he didbhave to respond to the procation, and that itag better that
he didi® Ol think | should probablg,@ he said, standifte vaited a second for
Snape to object lie vanted tobut Snape said nothing, soamlked to the
door and left. Basehe thought as healled avay, if any bgs at Hogwarts toud
eat other agin, please let me not hear about it.

* % * % *

Phoenies on their shouldeidary and Hemione vallked out ofthe staff
room the next aftapon, heading to the Chas classroom. ONotith
conversation in there toganas ther® she remaz#l.

OSometimes there@éhhe nelied. Ol guess people are still prettyE
whateer, over what happened omidiay. | still ca®beliee McGonagll gt those
owlsO McGonaagl had told the stathat she had reged a few dozennds over
the weelend criticizing her for what had happened. Ol measdilike she
opened theages and let them@.

O¢s but people ddbknow how it happene®, pointed out Hatione Olt
was a hard decisiondfessor McGonadl had to mak Parentsboth of those
who died and those who d@idesere to knav how it happened. But operational
security has to come first, arslbiter ifVoldemot doesknow that ve knav
how it happened. Sadtessor McGonadl gets stuk between her responsibilities
as headmistress and as a leadbeddrdeO

Olronicallyif they knew what happened, theyld blame Alby® said
Harry. Olt vas on his atd that the Dimensional Doormaw put thereand it
probably wuldrdhave happened ifie had routinely sehed all ofthe sons of
Death Eaters whenavthey reentered Hogeauts, like most parentsomld nav
have prefered he ha®
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OMcGonaal wouldrdhave seatted them eithéd said Henione

OIOm not so s@eesponded Hgr OShe@one a few things that Albus
wouldrdhave donel know she wuldrlike it, but she@ot an absolutist, dithe
was If she thought the needsvdire enough, she mightehdone it. ¥s she
defended what he did last yeat then, so dided

OMsgbe pué rightd she conceded. OBy theywu just used his name in
the past tenge

Again, he hadbnoticed. Ol think | do when IOm thinkingiof as doing
things in the pysical wrld, as opposed to Wwdhe thinks and feelde cafddo
things in the pysical wrld, or von®) but hestill aroun

They redued the classroom, and took their usual €28shis is
ewerybody?0 Har askd Rinsywho vas sitting next to him.

She nodded sad®Tis is the whole classne peopldt feels strargd

ONot as straegs slgeng alone inour domitory,O sugested Bn,
turning in his seat in front ¢gfansy

OThatdtrueO she aged. OBy theayvthis is also straggoutE last night,
about a halfin hour before | @nt to bed, Blaise shied up in g domitoryO

Harry could see that the othersrevas sprised as heas O\Mat vas he
doing there?O askRon.

OHe \as kind ofin a coner, like he was tying not to disturb m@ said
Pansyclearly not bothered. ®& | sav him, | called to him, and | tatkto him a
little. He apologized foring in therghe said he@eer seen a girlsOrditory
before and wndered what it loekl lile. | said it lookd pretty mach like the bgsO
dormitoriesO

Ol just hope he dodstat wondering what the girlsOvardooks ligO
said Hemione looking a little ngous

OHe did®stay long, but | did takthe oppdunity to do somethingd O
been meaning to @ contined RnsyOl apologized to him for whait didne to
him beforel meant to do it while heaw alie, | just neer found the right time
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But at least I@f to do it. Wien he died, one dlie things | as thinking @as that |
wished | ha®

OHav did he respond?OesiNeville

@\bout like Youd expecE) she said. OKindraivous but he seemed to
appreciate it. He left soon after thatiuioately; | did®want to hae to ask him to
leave. Now | kind of wonder what his Ringas @ing to be Probably he hadh
finished it; | do®think anpne had ¥ last Fiday. \ell, exept you, of cours@ she
grinned, glancing at Haione

Ol lept changing it a little up until yestagrdmt yesl was pretty mch
finished last eekO admitted Harione Ol vanted to gt it out ofthe way, to study
for the exams in the other clasgesl | had to makexams for the first and
second yegrthat vas interesting, butbO She cut herfiedis Fitwick entered the
room and walked up the sfes leading to his platfarbehind the podium.

Flitwick led them in a moment sflence in mempypiof the fve Slytherins
in the class who had died ordgy, then announced that hewid be inspecting
the studentsO completed Rid@memberif | cannot enter it, points will be ¢ak
off. It should be set so that ang can enteAfter | hare inspected itpy should
chang the bam to only alley yourselfor close relaies enty unescaedO With a
small gin, he added, Ol will begin with thosewpfellov professorsHemiong
yours first, pleag@ Hemione valked up to the front ofhe class adifivick walked
down the stps to the lbor; she bentver and handed him her Ring

As she alked bak to the othersNeville said, OOkae hae to decide
who ges with Hany to see hjsince wé all pretty &en tad

OEspecially sincg imaking it tw-by-two instead obneby-one he did
more vork on it than he had tavhich | think is a homewvk first for himQ teased
Hermione OLet(lip a Galleon for i© Anused, Haty watched as Nevillean the
flip betveen he and Herione and Rnsy the one withoR. Ransy wn the final
flip, and with a smilaalked oser to Hary and took his hand after he placed his
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Ring on thelbor. He took a small handful 6foo pander, threw it davn, and
stpped on the Ring,y@ag, OHay Rotter!O

They vere insideand looking out at @ast expanse consistinggoéen
grass and clear blug/dKothing else as visible &gt the vall near them, and aw
brooms foating in midair a few feet from the d@aviwO mareled RnsyOl
forgot that yu could mak it bigger than the usual dimensiodsw big is it?0

Ol ended up deciding on three hundred metersidigsnsiod) he said.
Letting @ of her hand, he took one tfe brooms and handed it to.H@®u
know the dimensions ¥ to be the sami has to be a perfect cube

Ol assume thetOHwer Cham kegping the brooms the€2 she said.

0es0 he said, taking the second Oifeerealso a Summoning Cimain
the same spot, so whea finish and @to the next dootheyOll come kdwered

OGood ide@. She lo@k at the broom sligé@en handed. Ols thosiy
Firebolt?O she ask \ery suprised.

He nodded. Olas planning to buy a couplech&ap brooms toekp in
here pemanentlybut | hadgotten around to it yet, so IOm using mine and
Ginny&for nav. | assumeouGx guessed the pase ofthis room?0

OD practicel§ing® she angned, Othat®ly you made it so higon®
going to lave this heOllVe the idea opracticing esn if it® raining outsid@ She
and Hary mounted the broomand they kied off and few tavard the other side
of the room. Ol euld fly around withgu for a whil® she said, Obut | guess |
have to rememberef® in a classo ve should®tale any more time tharevhae
t0.0

Oah, | vas thinking oRon when | had this id€ahe said. Oamted to
do a few more detailtkke mgbe some cloudbut | was kind ofpressed for time
as it vas | was thinking that nghe during acation, | wuld do some copies of
this oneroom Rings just for this aose | could vork on little things Il that,
maybe gie one to edcHouse so people could practlga§ anytime they
wantedd

¥ 816 ¥



Pansy budkled. Odué& funny whengué nave. McGonagll would neer
allov these to be in the common rooiv@u mg not hae noticed, but these could
be used for pposes other thatyfng, and since onlydwweople can enter at once
they could®be superisedd

OYué® right, | had®thought ofthat® he admitted. ONda | could find a
way to mak it so that wuldriDbe a problem. | really thought @uid be geat for
flying practic® ey slaved davn as they apprdaed the door to the second
room. ODogqu think these are@vmade with that ppose in mind?0

OMgbe thatla parof the book that Henione didfdget to before she
stopped reading,joked Rnsy as they dismounted their brodrsyway, this
room vas a reallyogd idea. §ty practicaD

They let their brooms fall to tHedr as they stood in front ¢fie door to
the next room; the brooms immediately zoomwegl @ their destination near the
other door @fter youO he said as hestured for her toogahead.

She touked the dogrand it opened.hey stpped insideand their
ervironment vas suddenlyew different. Tiere vas still gass under their feet, but
instead ofa clear blue gkthere vas a sunset in the distgrarewhat lookd lile
the distanceAnd instead ofotal quiet, as there had been in the first room, there
was phoenix son@Oh, Hay;, it® beautifuf) gushedaRsyOls thatE oh, 1y is
that both ofthem 10m hearing?0

Os it was reallyapd of them. | kind ofhesitated to ask, because it
seemed l&ka frivolous reason. But at the same tifme vas impatant to meand
of course Bwkes and Bra both knew that.ley sang tagher for about fifteen
minutes; | set it so it peats after #@one The recording i€quite the same as it
is in the real arld, but itstill pretty godO

Oltdgeat) she assured hitin®nav IOm definitely siag to think about
other puposes for this room; 10l kenting to come bldere with Bn
sometimé
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Harry smiled. OIOm glad to hear thato@fseHitwick will get these when
wef® donebut there mabe a \ay around that. | madedveopies othis one as a
badkup just in casdaybe | can do a little toorip work on the baap dang a
few thing®

OMgbe sand instead gfas® she sggsted. OBut this is really niceE |
guess & should mee on to the third room, though, urtiamatelyl could sta
here for hour®

He was ery pleased with her reaction sQioDreally jmdoing, though;
most people ddbhave access to phoenix s@hg

OThat®because most people @get thosen. Nwy, stop being modest and
we can mee onO He feigned meek acquiescemmethey walled to the center of
the room, then tured left, then alked straight agn until they ere in front ofthe
door to the third room. Ais time he opened it, and @sndark, eept for a
spotlight in the center dfie room. Tey valked straight ahead, and stood in the
light together The light suddenly naed off them, to a spot wvmeters in front of
them. An imag flickered into existence; iagvHary. As the real Hay wated, he
found it odd to be looking at himsdlfhe imag spolk.

Ohis messagis for ny children, | should gamy future bildren, since
obviously | do®have any right na@ IOm sewnteen, the sameeagassumeouOll be
when pu see thidt® strang; as | speak ynfuture is g1y uncetain, but | hee to
speak as thougtolMemot is defeated, sincelieé©not, there an®be any lildren
to see this mes®&a&o for right noy, | have to assume thai€hat happened.

Ol vanted to lea this messagecauseE | doknow, | thought mgbe
you® like to see what lag lile when | \as the agyou are na. | would hae liked
to see m father lik this Of courseit would be different, since | reeknew him,
but with any IuclOll still be aroung the time gu see thisStill, since | ke that
any bildren | hae who @ to Hogvarts will see thjst seemed l&ka god use ofa
room.

¥ 818 ¥



@s | record thisit®the middle oDecember ofny seenth year at
Hogwarts Voldemot keeps making attempts orytife | think there@wbeenE
eight so farit®hard to ke tradk. The last one & a few d@ ag. The hardest
thing about these is that they pytfriends in dareg, and peopleg] killed. Tis
time fourteen peopled killed. Eeryonetold me dozens dimes that (ot
my fault, that IOm doing what | should be doing in fighdidgrivot. | know it®
true but what gu knav does®male what gu feel nuch different. I@been
through so ma alreadysometimes | feel §ddOm a lot older than | am.

OMy friendseg me through it, though. @burse | mean Ginnion,
Hermione Pansyand NevilleWhateer 10w donel could neer hae done without
them, | knav that. | could®have een discuered the eneygpof love, because |
wouldrbhae had argne to loe. | hope | pray, that they®all still aroundybthe
time yu see thid really want them to be a paof your livesO Rnsy smiled at
Harry and took his hand as thegtaved. @nd | wish pu could hee knavn
Professor Dumbledoréie wvas so amazing when hasvalie, and he still is mg
it® a geat comfarto have him to talk to ey night while | slge He mg hae
died, but he ha@stopped looking after m&nd olviously | need all the help |
can @t right nov.

OI10Il probablyvesza lot ofstories to tellythe time gu see thjsand mgbe
101l hae already toldoyr a lot ofthem. It my seem ik an esiting time as
someone said to me recerlyt | ca®wait for it to be wer. That®because the
one thing that comes along with this whole experience is deatiAlus |
know that ve contiie to exist afterevdie but we miss and monrthe people who
died, and I1&yust had enough @f | want so rach to ¢ for even a whole year and
have no one | knw die ofanything but natural caudésloesseem lik so nuch
to ask for

OWell, thawhat ry life is lile right nev. Pansy once said iaw lile
someone tured the glume ofmy life all the @y up and it does feel #khat. he
good things are reallpay, and the bad things are really bad. | probably ®ouldn
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deal with it ifnot for what Albus taught mend the othersO hélimagine that
when pu watd this my life will be gry routine If sq the next timegu talk to
me remind me ofvhat | said herand to appreciate it. iee 101l justys®I| do
beliee med It just seemseli g@od thing to ke in mind.

OI0II stop hetgust vant to sg | may not knav you yet, but | kne that
101 lee you. And | hope quOll lixworking on pur Ring; | knev | did. It kind of
males pu think about what{npotant to yu. In these four roomsE theseO
flying, whib has alays made me happyeemvhen not nch else did. fiere
Fawkes in the second room, someone else without whose raipdtfbe here
In this room, there@u, who | knev will be an extremely impant pat of my
life one dg And in the fouh roomE well, itkind ofselfexplanator Tale care
of yourself and egryone aroundou. | love YouO e imag disappeared.

Eyes brimming with tealansy tuned to face him. O¥é ging to be
sud a @od fathe® she said, squeezing his hand for emptasjssmiled,
remembering that Ginny had said exactly the same thing when hevhaddsho
the completed Ring the night befdiieey valled ahead, to the entrance to the
fourth room. Rinsy put her hand to the dpand it opened.

They valked in to see a completely empty room; all that could beaseagn w
lit area fre feet in front othem. ey valked forvard and stood in it, and the
room suddenly came to lifidhey vere in the sh&aon the island to whicd/emon
had takn Hary, Dudleyand Rtunia when Hay stated receiing the letters
inviting him to attend Hogmts Hagid was standing near ery small Hany, just
eleen years old. &vYa wizard, HayO he said. Hgrglanced\er to see &sy
smiling at the astonished look on theng Hary&face

The scene shifted; not instantanephbstythe old scene faded out and the
new one faded in qiulg Hary was on the Hogats Expressmeeting Bn for the
first time Then came his first cegrsation with Dumbledagrm the room with the
Mirror of Erised. Tere vere memoriesisually about ten to fifteen seconds,eac
of impottant eents ofhis third and fodh yearsinvolving Lupin, SiriyCedri¢c
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and \6ldemot® rebith, ending with Dumbledosegpedt about doing whatas
difficult and right rather than whaasweasy and wroridhe next tw mirutes vere
memories okents ofthe past year and a h&tusing on the ors the other
Hogwarts professorsand the Slytherin second years

The next thing theywanas Hary coming out ofGryffindor Tower and
finding Rinsy \aiting outsideDOh, Hay, IOm gladst@u. | want to talk to gu. |
want to help guO Te real Bnsy glanced at Hgiin suprise as the scene shifted
aain, to a memgrfrom a few dgs laterof Pansy insisting on helping Har
undercwoer despite Hay® objections and conoarThey then sathemseles in
Dumbledora(ffice him thanking her forsiag his life after the Gte attempt.
The scene disseld to Hary wishing the unconsciousBy a fast reeery after
Malfoy®attak, most ofhis spedtin the Great Hall about what she had dibre
finally to the applause she nextithe next daafter receering from her injuries
Tears trikled davn her beeks as she put amaaround Haty and leaned her
head agjinst his shoulde®! vant them to kne what pu didQ he said quietly
OWhat all ofyou did, whatquQOs done for m&

The next goup of scenes wlved Neville: his confronting HgrRon, and
Hermione as they set out to retei¢lre Sorcersrétongand his ten points that
won them the House Cup; his attempt to helpyHairthe Dpatment of
Mysteries; his dueling vigtaver Malfqy, his and Hay®training with the uors
and what he said to Hgrafter the att&dn DentusGireplace

There folleved similar scenes/atving GinnyHemione then Bn, taking
a mirute to a miate and a halfor eab person. Fally there \&re scenes featuring
Dumbledoreincluding his duel witro\demot, his perfoming Hary and GinngO
Jining, and his finabgdbye to Hary before theuhe confrontation with
Voldemot. From therethe scenehangd to Hary® cowersation with
McGonagll at the stafSocial eent about hay Dumbledore wuld be
remembered.Hat scene faded to a still imaf Dumbledore as he appeared in
the phoenix place; he had included it because whisisupposed to sho
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scenes from that pladke still imag alone didigive evidence ofvhere it had
come from. Tie imag remained forve secondshen faded, and the roorasw
empty agin. Hary and Rnsy silently allked forward and opened the last door
stepped through, andese suddenly in the clasaiag

Ron, Hemione and Neville load at Rnsy for her reaction. Smiling,
Hermione produced a pgaat of tissues and proffered it tarl8yPansy took only
one tissuesging, OduOIl need them ladeHemione assured her that she had
more

Flitwick came # sging, Ofiat took longr than | wuld hae thought.
Well, IOl be next, th@rHary occupied himsely looking at Nevile®ing,
followed ky Ron§ then RnsySoon after he exited that phe sa Hitwick
appearjust haing finished viewing Ha® He smiled at Hey and said, GitO
quiteE memorableHow will you be loking it?0

@\ctually | wanted to hee you test tha€) said Hay. He vaved his wand at
his Ring, then said, OQkein placeWbuld yu do me a far, Professortry to
enter but when gu dq also pointgur wand at it and do the OBIlueO spell Silently
Raising his eyelwg Hitwidk did sg and vas unable to ent&dOkyg thatOwnhat |
thought vould happef) said Hay. ONav, Hemione and Nevilld want yu to
try. Do the same thing that he didydiu get in, just g ahead and viewQthey
did, and both successfully entered the Ring

Flitwick nodded, impressed.l@Tmeasuring spéllhe suised.

050 confimed Hary. OSoyou can gt in by being a close relatiof
ming or by being able to use the eevlove Well, or ly getting 100 without
using the eneyf love, but thareally raredlsq if two people g, both of them
have to be able to use it. Arggthat®gping to be its final Iéc At least for this
year anyne who ants to ty to enter it can do b

Ol imagine people yriay to do it, ifonly to see whether theyé»abed
1009 said Ifwick, who then meed on, inspectingdR® next. Haty chatted with
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Ron and Ansy; Bn tried to gt Ransy to tell him whatas in Hary®Ring, but she
refused.

OYuée ging to hae to find out for gurselfd she admonished him. OBut
101l gt an extra tissue patfrom Hemione you might need @

OSometw | think 101l hold up ok@ said & humorously

They tatted for the next ten mites then suddenly Neville and hgone
appeared. Neville loat as though he had just begting; and Henione still \as
Seeing Hay, she smiled, and sent him her feelings thrdogh &nd Bwkes

* * % % *

Four dags laterHary and Hemione took their usual seats in the staff
room after eating luhcONpit® hardly unexpect@dsaid Dentpshbviously
contiruing a coversation that &s in progess before they came in. OlOm almost
sumprised that this didhappen until ng, reallyd Looking wer at Hary, he
explained. OIn theate of last Fiday® attak, Frofessor McGonadl has come
under increasing pressure from parentsdieyy HogwartsO securtly

Ol receid a scroll this moing® contined McGonaajl, Osignedyfifty-
nine parentsasking for a meeting as soon as passitdg vant me to respond to
their concars about securityhe letter hints that they ynpull their hildren from
Hogwarts if they are not satisfied witly mnswersO

ODamr®) nuttered Hary, frustrated. OD@they knav that their kildren
aretbespecially safe anywhénese ds?0

OThey dg arged DentysObut unfaunatelyit cai®be denied that
Hogwarts is a pdicular targtEO He trailed offlooking uncomfdable

OBecause aofieO Hary finished for him. He loekl davn, thinking, then
looked at McGonaajl. @re You ging to meet with them?0

Ol beliew | have little toiced she said, resignederdps not all the
parents who signed thiswid remee their bildren, but it is [&dy that some
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would. In addition, the fact is that they do dessome kind o&nsver. Hve
percent ofall Hogvarts students &re killed lasteek; it is not as though their
concens are unreasonalle

O¢s but theratothing thatguGy done thatou should®have, or that
you should®have done thatau did) Hary pointed out. She sigged lightly in
responsecorveying that asue as that ag it was also relewant. Hary could
understand that; heondered hev he vould feel ifhe vere a parent. OGkaell, |
should be at this meeting, .tddter all, ikbecause ohe that this is happenig

OThe sbool allaved yu to staryour crusad® relied McGonaall. @s
Professor Dumbledoreas fond ofpointing out, the headmistress is responsible
for ewerything that happens at Hagts, whether it is in her per to control or
not. \é could heze stoppedgu from doing whatoy hare done Not that ve
should hee but the concess of the parents va to be addressed, awod ylo not
bear ultimate responsibility for what has hapg2ned.

O¢s but if | mayO sugested DentyLit wuld be in any casan exellent
idea for Hary to be thereNot to absolg you of responsibilityof coursebut to
remind parents ahe geater stiggle ve faceAlsq to remind them that Har can
provide a ceain amount osecurityDO

Ol do®want him preiding security!O snapped McGaha@! ant him
being secure!Mdre vas silence as a few tesas lookd at McGonaal, suprised.
Calming dwn, she glanced at Dentus in apglbg nodded. Glilst that, aoy
know, 10 also been criticized for attempting to sendyHaruror headquéers
as soon asenfound out. | do recognize thagrey it not for his disragding ny
instructions more people almost tanly vould hae died. He mst be protected,
at all costsBut hav do yu explain to a parent that théildd ma be one othe
costs?0

ORofessoO said Hay, very seriousOl do understand. But | did what | did
because itas what | couldvé with. You knav how | am about this; [Omimg to
do the same thing #nything lik this happens aig. Since thatbe case angyy
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we might as all tell the parents that. It ynlae difficult for gu to s& that, because
you want me protected at all co®st it wouldrdbe difficult for me to gal really
should be thel®

OThere is another benefit bim being ther® added Dentus to
McGonagll. Od put it rather blunthjhis presence ynahame some dfie parents
into a less apessie postur®

Ols that reallying to vork anymore?Condered Hay. Ol mean, parents
are @ing to sg hefxpt the shields and the Imperius @maand he@eally strong,
so hefhot in that mch dan@r, but ny dhild has none ofhat, and isery
vulnerabl®©

Dentus shook his head @w might, but most ar®going to think that
way. Nobody forgts that whenoy stated defying ®ldemot, you had none of
those thingsNobody forgts whatgu withstood, to do it.0ué still a symbol;
your presenceauld remind parents thaewre in a fight, and thag Wae to fight
and not put our headswln. | understand hothey feel, but ithey starpulling
their dildren, itOll be an encoeragnt to \dldemot.O

Olt©a lot to ask ofinyne though, to lae their bildren in dangy as a
point of principled said Ifwick. Ol think & hae to persuade them that their
children will be safe at HogtsO

OYu mean, | ha to persuade theihcorected McGonal. O¥ly well,
Harry, you mg attend. ¥s Hemione?0

Ol vas thinking, Pfessoras a professor and onetloé ones who can
usebO

Ol vas planning on only taking the HeadslofiseO interupted
McGonagll, Obut | supposewdo hae a point. ¥u mg attend asell. You can
assure the parents thatiyill leg Hary safe as hee#ps their bildren safeBy
the way, Hary, you will probably he to anser questions about téatgy combat
flying Two of the avls | recaied mentioned it; some parenty tiénk that gu
are attempting to ceimce their kildren to tak pat in a dangrous battld knov
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that is not gur intentior) she said qkig heading ofhis objection, Ol am just
telling pu what a few nyahink. You ma want to emphasize thaiwyare tedong
it only to those who are seween, or who rgdbe sesnteen § the end othe
termO

Harry found that he hadthought about parents disappng of his
teafiing combatlying because thehilren might ant to tak pat in a battleHe
had felt as though heaghelping peoplg Iprgparing them for a battle thegwid
want to fight anyeay, but he wndered hay many might p&cipate nav who
wouldrdhave before

OOh, Hary, what Hemione said reminded ©esaid Sprout. Q2 doing
the testing thiseek, hav are they doing? No new 100&ippose?0

@\fraid not® he nelied. OSome people aetting ery closethough.
Hedridk had 99, andugustina, 97. All three Cregs made big jumps; theyad in
the lav ninetiesOh, and this maiing, | had gur Hufflepuff fifth years; some of
them had pretty big jumpéu said they eve doing theiren sessionsight?0

She noddedA®d the third yead

O¢s they did wll, togO he saidAfd the Creeays are paof a goup of
Gryffindors ofa few different years who eslGinny to help them with theivio
sessionsSo it looks ligk people who had thewo sessions haduah more
improvement than the ones who diXh

OThat mg get more goups @ing® said Sprout.

@rchibald, | vanted to ask whaby thought ofthat analysistigle in the
Prophet this mating, about peopletiing anger about the Death Eat@ssaid
Hermione Ol knav you probably ddfhave firsthand kneledg of this but do
you think it sounds accurate like thera( Opoint afiewO to it?0

OThatthe one that said that the Minyistas consideringwiing Aurors
pemission to kill, right?0 adkSprout.
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Dentus nodded. OIOm not,ddeemione If | had to gues$@ sy it was
pretty accurat@heyQ@vbeen ramping up the killings latetjuding the ones this
week. That kind ofattitude doedsumprise me at a.

Harry was gateful that Henione had read him thdiele so he knew
enough to comment. OBut what thtitlardidi®sa was that being able to kill is
going to mak almost no difference at all to thedks it® not @ing to mak
people any saféfhere areaty few situations where incapacitatinasough,
where killing is necesgar

OThat mg be you® know better than | auld® ageed DentusOBut this
isrDso nudh about increasing thedrsO effeetinessThis is symboljand
political. If the Ministy did thisit would be about responding to publicearmer
all the death®

Snape spa&knext, syrising Hary; Snape rarely sgoik staffroom
discussions unless egla question. Oln addition,auldl be a messagp Death
Eatersmeant to unnge them and makthem less bold. Itonld be a
psytological wapon for the Arors useful to them ew if they neer used a
Killing CurseYou ma want to discuss it with thein.

Now Hary understood whSnape had spaik he \&s tying to ma& a
point to Hary, that he needed to think aboutéargsues than his basieraion to
killing Hary also knew that as a practical maiteors already had the right to
kill; unless they mistaMy killed an innocent person, theuld neer be brought
to account for killingd! willD said Hay to Snape

Fifteen minites laterHary and Hemione vallked into the Defense Amst
the Dark Ats classroom. Hetione took her usual seat; asriapproated the
front of the room, he felt a tap on hisnaffurning in suyprise he lookd davn at
SallyAnnePerks Lookingnevous shemadea smalldirectionabesturan front of
her bodyOWat®he doing here?0 she Whispered. Hay looled in the direction
she vas pointing, andwaBlaiss@host, standing in the farmar of the room.
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Eyebravs rising, he found himselbndering the same thing steswie reersed
direction, walking tavards the bécof the clasghen a few sps in BlaiseO
direction.

OHi, Blais® he said, in as friendly and casual as tone as he cowd manag
OCan | helpoy with something?0

Blaise loo&d suprised at the question. QNot reallydist vanted to join
the classs all. | wuld sit devn, but | caf) SOEO

Harry®eyebras narowed in puzzlement. €but yu wouldrdbe able
to, you knaw, practice or anythi

Ol knav, but this class is usually pretty interestingagOysaid Blaise
OTherefxeally not that mth to dqg as a ghoS£d.

ORally?0 astk Hary. Oldbhave thought there as a lot, sincey can g
anywhereWel, itda little unsual; gu knav we usually dddhave ghosts in classes
Could wu let me talk to the class about it for autel Ifyou could just @it out in
the hallEO

OO0kgO said Blaiseragablyand drifted through theaWinto the hall.

Harry soundproofed the room as halked to the front otthe clasOl
assumeou@ uncomfotable with him being here?0 heasiallyanne

OWll, yeald) she said, astifvere olvious Ol mean, seéghostEO

Two rows avay, Neville spok up OWy is that a problemh@re are ghosts
all over the place heg

OBut not in clasg@gesponded Safipne

OThere vas Rofessor Binn® Neville pointed ouit.

OThat vas differen® she argued.

OWy?0 askl Neville simpl\Bhe gve him an exasperated look, but @idn
ansver.

ODoes amye else va a problem with Blaise being hasslong as he
does®talk or paticipate?O Har askd the clasdo one raised a hand, so iar
turned to Sallyanne He recalled that she had been friends with Lisa, so he tried
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another approaic OLet me askly, SallyAnneE if it were Lisa@host, wuld yu
have a problem with it?0 She &bRavn uncomforably and thought for a few
secondsThen she sighed, anestured her acquiescertdary walked out to the
hall, irvited Blaise in, and resumed his place in fraiieoflass

First he tested ewone on the eneypf love; eeryone knew they®e
cheked that dg and he anted to gt it out ofthe way, so people suldrdbe
thinking about it all the time in cleBgeryone©score impned wer the previous
test, ly a rang of two to ten pointsExcept for Hary®four friendsthe highest
score \as Sus@93, follaved ty Jistir® 92. As Susan satdpafter gtting her
score Jdistin said, Ol guess meed some more practiceoks lile it®bak to the
couplesO places fobus

Harry joined in the class@ughterthen added AGd \acatio® almost here
so yu can do en better than th&.

OSpthatda homeark assignment, right?Cealslistin, to more laughter
Ol mean, iteuld be nice to gao my mum, OSusan andvét @ upstairs to do
our homewrkO and ke it be tue®

OSany, | think | hare to be able to deny ti@isaid Hay. He then praised
the class for their progss and stded that classénerg-of-love session.hirty
minutes laterhe said, OOkanow, toda/©topic is areaffect spelldNot hav to do
them, ofcoursebut hav to defend anst them. fiere are twmain veys The
best one is ifou happen to kv the countecurse to the spell being dpymu
can just use it.HE other one is the one 101l behirgopu tody; it®only a
temporay measutegpod for some basic protection for a few seconds while y
can hopefullyes out ofthe area othe spell. Na, theDO

OHary?0 said Blaise timitipst ofthe class tued to look at Blaise

Harry was so syrised he didBthink to dastise Blais®Wat is it?O

OI1Om syr | knaw | wast®supposed to talk, but I\ieaa messagor you.
The messaygis: @uée ging to be called.3t®tra®O
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A chill ran devn Hary®spine as ewone tuned to stare at Blaigéary
walked over to the right side dhe room, closer to his four frienBavkes and
Flora appeared almost sitaneous|yperding on the podium and Heione
desk, respeutily OHw does he kv that?O asét Hary, of no one in paicular

Ol told pu, it wvas a messa@ said Blaise

ONg | dordmean gu, | mean hin) said Hay absently

OWio&the messadgrom, Blaise?O edlDean, sitting at the kauf the
room, closest to Blaise

Before Hary had altance to tell Blaise not to arswe did. OBfessor
Dumbledorgd he said.

There vas a gsp @nd you nustrrepeat that to amyeO insmcted
Harry, Owhie Professor McGonaj will be tellingou as wllO Tiring to his
friends he said, Ol assume he means fromutieesAin whid caseweOll alleg the
call®

Olf we et it, Hary, dordgo,0 urgd Hemione OStaherelet us gO

He stared at her incredulou€idh, yeahpgd idea. 10Il do tigt.

OIOm serious!O she shouted.kdd Albus is@usually gur eydn-the-
sky, he vouldrdhave wamed pu unless it as really seriousbly ca®go!O

Ol hae tq you knaw that® he responded.l@TAurors are counting on me
to be therel carjust not shw up! It could be ddemot!O As Hay spole, Ron
stood next to Hay and took his left hand, an unsgokequest to be &k along
by Apparation rather thary khe phoenes Fawvkes and Iera disappeared.

OHary, it®a trap! He just said so! Loakt@the Airors tell KingsleyDO

OGood ide@, he aged, and Disapparated, taking Rith him; the instant
before he disappeared, he B&cGonagll appear withléra in the classroom.

Harry and Rn had barely aved at the detection room when their
pendants ent off with the alan that indicated an @l alet. The room vas a
whirl of actvity, with a dozen érors ushing in, and more than a dozen more
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Apparating ineer the next few second@till holding Bn® hand, Hay took in the
information from the @all, and quidy Disapparated.

He and Rn Apparated into a lightlyoaded area; it loeH lile the same
place where they had caught the last Death Eater to end the Apparation crisis in the
summerThe scene as taotic: spellsave fying through the aiAurors vere
Apparating in, and a halbzen Arrors vere on the gund, dead or unconscious
A quik glance told Hay that there ere about fifty aédvsarigdbut from their
robes most veret®Death EatersHe looled around to see who needed protection
from Killing Cursesand staed putting them up

A second lateHemione and Nevilleave ushing at him. OHgrlook
out!O shouted Haione Something seemed wrong with leézevbut he couldh
place it rightvsay. Hermione and Neville pleed into him and &, kno&ing them
to the gound. Hary felt himselflosing consciousness rapidhd barely had time
to wonder wly. Over Hemioneshouldethe lookd up to seeléra suddenly
appearcarying Hemione and NevilldHary lost consciousness as las w

Disapparatediay.

As Hary stuggled for consciousnesise first thing he ag savare ofwas
the memoy flashing through his mind. Hevdaimselftalking to Dumbledore and
Snape in the middle die night, Dumbledore explaining the Cleansing, and ho
he hoped Hay would help Snapéfter a minte the scenehangd, and he as
remembering his first engsgf-love session with theufors As that memagr
played through his mind, heslyg retuned to consciousnessd slwly became
aware ofhis situation. Heas lying on his bladegs straight,ras at his sides
They nust hae done the HI-Body Bind on mehe thought. Hddxed a pini¢ to
see ifhe could mee; he could, so he concludedustrhae worn off.

Eyes still closed, he remembered what had happened just before he lost
consciousnesand he suddenly knew withtaeerty that he as with \dldemot, a
captie. But wly no ropes? heomdered. Wy just a Ell-Body Bind thas®orn
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off ? He becamenare ofa few other things: a sound, the sounahoéngine

which he had heard once befarethe planes he had boarded pteSsber The
floor rodked slightly; he realized heesvon a planéle also realized thabldemot
was doing Legilimens on him, viewing memdiesng he thought, Snape is
blown. His next thoughtag why hasf®he noticed 1&woken up? He thought that
Voldemot would notice mentajlif not by Hary® maementsBut \bldemot
didndnotice; he @nt on to a different mempone ofHarry discussing with
Kingsleytherestrictionsaainstkilling for thosewhowantedto lean the energy of
love

| can mare, thought Hary, and he doe®know | can. WWat should | do?
The Imperius Char? Ng he®just disappearE the device! Mado find it!
Deciding to taéx a bancehe opened his eyes as little as he coulden@hadirst
thing he sa was \6ldemot® torso; clearly heawlying on his sideery close to
Harry. Hary opened his eyes a little wided sa that they wre in aery small,
enclosed space; he guessed that in @§ grabably a little bit logrgwider and
higher than a coffin, but notudn. He realized the reason immediately: people
couldrdApparate onto mang objectswhic was the reason for the plaaad a
phoenix wuldriDbe able to appear into b small spaceoldemot had gne to
a lot of trouble to see that thegmer®disturbed.

As the memar Voldemot was vatdiing contimed, Hary looled around
morg and sa, on \bldemot® wrist, a thlg siher bracelet. fat has to be it, he
thought. He knew heowld hae only oneltancethat \6ldemot could probably
incapacitate him gldy if he failed. He had a Iagteond, absurd thought before
he acted: Ithis tuns out to be just a bracelet, I@mggto feel pretty stupid. He
focused all his engrgn a Searing Chan, and raising his right hand glyic
brought it davn, imagining himsethopping something hard with a\neknife
Voldemot® hand instantly sarated from his wrist, and the bracelet fell off

Voldemot screamed and lined upvards hitting his head on the top of
the container theyese in, as blood spad onto Hary® handstorsg then faceas
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Voldemot thrashed about in pain and ghd®lling onto his side qliy, Hary
snattied \bldemot® wand avay, and in one quiamotion, perfomed the Imperius
Cham. Unlile Snape and Majfo/oldemot went unconscious instantly the
same instant, Har felt his hand being med; he felt as tie were holding a red-
hot poler rather than aamd. He dropped it immediatehen lookd at his hand.
The skin vas rav and buned in exactly the places he had been holdingutide w

Grimacing in pain, he considered what to do nérdérdVWas his &and?
Probably not on the planke thought. fink, he told himselCan | gt out of
thisE whateer it is ve@ in? Tiere vere holes in the sides for hirt the top &s
solid. He pushed aigst it with his left hand, but it d@move. He wished &vkes
could @t in and tad& him avay, but he realized that thaasvthe whole point of
sud a confined space

Can | een do anything to him? Hamondered. Without aamd, thereO
nothing | can doE oh, wit, | might be able to do Legilimesmmetimesoy do
that without a and. 1worth a tiyE

Harry focused hard, and easdingd access toMemot® unconscious
mind. He called up recent memoréesl sa Voldemot crawling into the
compatment after the Death Eater masquerading amiblee had crweled out,
the plane engines alreagiyning Voldemot moved Hary into a cdrin position,
did the Rill-Body Bind, then placed a Confundus Beam next ty@taead, then
turned it on. Ah, so that®ty he thought dheer be able to do anything, Har
thought, he thought | coul®een if | woke up Didn®he knav | had that difact
| took from that assassin?y¥a the assassin h@toid him about it.

Harry sav Voldemot begin to view memories; conscioubaf little time
he might hee, he skipped ahead. He heata point at whicVoldemot had
found most ofthe impotant infomation: Snage€pying, the prophecy
Dumbledoratassistance in renderiraidémot unconscioyshow Hary taught
the energ of love, and the nature dhe Imperius Char. He sev Voldemot

decide to kill him, raise hiandE and suddenlyogunconscioushe memoy
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contirued when wldemot regained consciousnestary sav Voldemot in
tremendous featruly realizing and believing for the first time that Dumbledore
had a pysose for dyingMaking an impulis decision, Mdemot suddenly
pointed the &nd at Hauy, as ifhe could kill Hawy by acting too fast for
Dumbledore to stop him.ollemot went unconscious aig.

The next thing Hay felt \bldemot feel, uponwaakening, \as teror,
almost paralyzing fea&bldemot realized that Dumbledore could m&kn
unconscious whenavhe vanted, and thereaw nothing he could do to stop
DumbledoreOr was there? He resetl/to resealncmethods offending off
supenatural attde if there vere anyOr he wuld create ondut one \&y or the
other Dumbledore awuld be stopped. Har say, hovewer, an een deper fear
strike \bldemot: that he had been wrong in not believing in an aftediflemot
wast®corvinced that thereag ongbut clearly for the first timlee vas seriously
entetaining the possibilitiary could®understand whvoldemot feared suta
thought so md, and coulddfind out ty viewing the memypr

Next, Hary watded as ¥ldemot adjusted the bracelet; Haunderstood
that \bldemot was actiating it, so that the next time hemivunconsciouse
would be transpoed avay. Hary didrdhave time to wwnder wly he had swited
it off in the first placeybviewing the memgrhe understood immediatdlige
device subjectecbMemot to the same restrictions as Apparating: he could not
Apparate from a nwing object to thergund, so he auld hae to be transpted
somewhere in midale wuld then hee to be caughtyssomeone on a broom at
the proper plagend while Mdemot was sure ohis helpersGty he prefered
not to trust them with his life unless thesswimply no other option. He had
deactiated the bracelet as a precaution, in casg d¢dald do his spell@v while
under the intience ofthe Confundus Beam; he preddrto vale up in the same
place and kill Hay when he did. After Dumbledore made him unconscious twice
in a rav, hovever, Voldemot realized that both had happened just before he had
tried to kill Hary. He decided not toytraguin to kill Hary, but vait for the plane to
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land, and he one ofhis Death Eaters do it. He aated the bracelet in fear that
Dumbledore might contire rendering him unconscious whether he tried to kill
Harry or not, and he didiwant to risk the Confundus Beawirg out. Hary felt
Voldemot® fury, his feeling ofmpotenceln enclosed quiars with a andless
and defenseless srieenyearold, he coulddkill him, and s in fact in daeg
himself Voldemot® next thought &s a daning realization, thatE

Voldemot stated to stirand Hary forced his concentratioway from
what he s vatding, withdraiing from \6ldemot® mind. Tis is ging to hut,
he thought gmly. Using material from his robes to protect his hand at festblik
taking something out dfie aven with an een mitt, he thoughtbhe themlgbed it
with his right hand just long enough to do the ImperiusrClam, then dropped
it, howling in pain, asdldlemot went unconscious ai@. Thank God bums heal
well with magicthought Hary; enough othis and ny handnhot @ing to hae
any skin left. As he glanced at thady he also noticed that at @drVoldemot®
robe vas drented in blood, and that bloo@svstill coming out dfis wrist. He
wondered whetherollemot might die ofblood lossbut decided he shouffin
worry about that oneay or the otherbut continie doing what heas doing

Harry cast Legilimensaig, and tried to find the same meyrfoe had
been viewing wherldemot had avalened. It took him a had mirute to do so
He felt \bldemot realize that thereas a possibility that Hgrcould do een more
damag than he had so fafoldemot thought about the phrase from the prophecy
OHe will mark him as his eGusiggsting that any per that \dldemot had,
Harry would hae it, or its equalent. \dldemot wondered whether Har could
use what he called/é®all evidence to the congr&bldemot still thought that
what Hary used was simply another kind pbwer, not lorebto do something
equvalent to the Cleansing? Is thavh®m being rendered unconsciousy Har
sav Voldemot wonder

Harry gasped in sudden realization; in an instant, heldadwew what he

was @ing to do how he vas @ing to defeat Mdemot. | can do the Cleansing,
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only with love instead, he thought. His mind is @®ibeen Cleansedglike did it
himself whid is wly he caftolerate loe. If | do a reerse Cleansing on him, his
mind won®be able to tolerate evil, rather tham. Ible tales off every time lwe
invades his mind; after | do thfsl can, evil wn®be able to syethere like loe
car®now. He might end up a®im Riddleor insangor comatoséut when IOm
done with him, whatevit is that mads him \dldemot won®be able to swive in
his mind.

But can | really do it? he edkhimselfHow do | do it? He realized at once
that the anser to that questionas another question: Waloes dldemot do the
Cleansing? With a new sensargéncy he cast Legilimens onldfemot again.

He had to knwv exactly whatas ivolved. He seahed for \6ldemot® memoy

of having done the Cleansing on Snape stded viewingAfter a minte,
distracted ¥ Snape@creaming in the memdre staed agin from the beginning
He tried to focus only on whavlemot was doing, he he s Snaps@nind,
what he loo&d for exactly what he did when. He felt as thougtefrestging to
lean surgry by watding, but he knew theresvnothing else he could do

Concentrating intentlige vatded for ten miantes taking in esy detail he
could. He tried to ignore Wasikened he felt, aihing what Snapeas being put
through, hav Voldemot enjo/ed doing what heas doingHe felt \6ldemot feel
that he vas doing Snape ada as well as making him a useful tool. After ten
minutes Harry felt that he more or less knew what®mot did, but vas still no
nearer kn@ing exactly v to do the opposit&\as it just a matter aflling up
the same memoriesdemot did, then doing the same thing witkelthat
Voldemot did with pain? Can | do it without ard? WII, le&gie it a ty, he
thought.

He focused on calling up a meynof love, but after a murte of trying,
had found nothingrhis is g@ing to be harder than | thought, he thought dejectedly
Does he really 5@ no memories dbve whatsoear? Or are they just buried so
deely that | caget at them? He decided tp for happiness instead, pure
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happiness not deed from someone elss0fferingHe seatted for another

minute then found a memypifrom early lwildhood; a kind ord and a hug from a
woman at the @hanag Hary tried to apply i@ as dldemot had applied pain,

but nothing seemed to happen. Does ke twabe conscious for this tonk?
wondered Hary. WWorse yet, does heveao consent? Albus said that consast w
necessgrfor the Cleansing, could it be the same for this? déabbe he told
himself This is what | ha to dg | know it. IOIl be able to do it without his consent.

Harry paused for a few secontien decided toytragin. He called up the
same memgyrthen concentrated hard omdoon imprinting it into ®demot®
mind. He imagined that the firststeuld be the hardest, but once thess &
tiny spot in \dldemot® mind that could handles#he could wrk from there to
spread it around the rest\dldemot® mind. He contined for another thty
seconds; suddenoldemot let out a deafening screararse than Hay had
ewer heard. In the middle ttie scream, with a popping npreeDisapparated.

ODammit!O yelled Hapounding the bottom ahe container with his
fist, then hwling in pain agn as he had som&h&orgotten about the bus on
his hand. ¥u moron, he said to himseffow did he do that? | gueske the thing
with kids it can happen automatically whewf¥ in a dire situationh@t probably
hurt him as badly as anything has in many, yegttee een wrse than when his
Curse bddired. Hefping to be teified of me nav. Good.

What nav, he thought. He loekl around the containand sa three
things: \dldemot® wand, \bldemot® braceletE and ddemot® dismembered
hand. | should takall threghe thought, @n though the idea disgusted him; he
knew the hand could possibly be usathsgg\wldemot in some \ay, though he
had little idea lvo He would definitely takthe bracelet, and as for tredE he
dreaded the thought ofing it agin, but he knew he coulget avay without it.
The altenative would be to wit until the plane landed, where thergldvbe Death
Eaters meeting it. | stillVeasome skin somewhere on that hand, he thought with
dark humar
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Again using material from his robes teecdnis hand at first, he gamty
picked up the and. D his suprise it felt cool. He quikdy touted it with his bare
hand, then finally held itrfity betveen his thumb and pipkhe only pds of his
right hand not badly boed. Holding it causedegt pain from hang to maee the
hand at all, but not from themd. Fnally he conjured a thiavhite cloth; the
wand©temperature difdthang OSutenon you dor®bum meO he said to the
wand. Ol could e used thisve mirutes agO TBking the and in his left hand
and hoping it didBdecide to heat upaig, he levitated the hand and the bracelet
onto the cloth, wrapped it, and put it into his robes

He then Disapparated to a spot a few thousand feet thiegplangust to
be safgsince he diddknow its altitudeFalling, he saFawkes appear a second
later falling with him. He putoitlemot® wand inside his robes ardlgbed
Favkesétail, being careful to do it with his left hand rather than his right, as he
usually did. &vkes helped him decelerddnen he had fully decelerated, hedask
Fawkes to tak& him to wherear Ginny vas

He was suddenly a few lnas from thelbor of the standp area, next to
the AurorsO Apparation detection room. @Hxashrigd Ginnyleaping to her
feet and huging him hard. He hggd her bdcgratefully agin protecting his right
hand, making sure it tdwed nothingShe kissed him gki; then huged him
acpin. WWhen she finally let hinoghe sa that they wre surounded g his other
four friends McGonagll, and Kingslewith a dozen érors futher bak.

McGonag@ll had an expressionaée concen. @re you all right? fat
bloodEO

Hamry had forgtten that he had been liberally splashed with bloed; no
that he thought about it, he realized theespme on his glasgebhis Well, itd
mine reallybut it came from him. Hedll right topunfotunatelybutEO He
reabed into his robes with his left hand and pulled out the cloth, handing it to
KingsleyOl thought this might be useful, mut®il krw what to do with it better
than med
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Kingsleyseeing that some red had stained the cloth, openedriiyging
When he exposed the hand, the bracelet around the gterapas a collect
gasp Kingsley loakd at Harry in astonishmentoR and Nevills@ouths dropped
open, and Henione made a noise that soundeddikqueak. After a few seconds
Ron managd, Ol, um, | seewyfigured out aay to get the device afd

From behind Hary, Snape spekOTat is all wil and god, Rofessof he
said as Hay tumed to look at him. OBut, where is the relsina?O

Leave it to Snape to put it thatyvthought Hary. OThe bad news,ithe
rest of him gpt avay. But the god news id think | knov howv IOm@jng to beat
himO

OWongQ said Ginny firly, as Hary tumed bak to look at herOThe god
news isyoué® alve and well. The rest is just icing on the @@k

He smiled at hehis first smile for quite a whi@Come on, | need to tell
you what happened. Kingsteyere shouldewdo it?0

OThe main meeting room, it should seat allsofou six, mgProfessors
Snape and McGoratE and if you dor®mind, Hary, 1@ like to gt the Minister
here toglet him hear this firsthaad.

OSurethatéfined ageed Hary. OLes@p.O He staed for the conference
room, his friends right behind. On his right,<Bleny happily took his right hand,
squeezing it finly Hary screamed in pain, $liag most eeryone in the room.

OOh, IOm sgriOm soy, let me se® said Ginpynottified to hae caused
him sub pain. OLet meE oh, Har why in the world didi®you sg anything?O she
asled in disbeliefD¥u hae to gt that takn care ofight nav! That looks aful!O

Oltédno furd he aged. OBut | need to tellyabout this rightay, it
could hae time alue | dor®know if it will, just that it couldust doi®touch my
hand, and itOll be all right for a While

McGonagll walked oser and took his right@rby the wrist to look at his
hand, and winced. &MOm sure it will be fideshe saidyy Ol will gt someone
from St. Mung® Kingsleyma IEQ
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He nodded, and she Disapparatéae Jix contined valking to the
conference room; along thaywHary took out \ldemot® wand and Summoned
his avn. He knew it probablyowldrdarive for a whilebut vas confident that it
would. Ol ant to askqu all kinds ofjuestionsbut | knav theyOll be aresed
when wu tell the stgrO said Ginnphank godness for the phoersO

Harry glanced at her in puise since they ha@een able to help him,
excet at the end. OShe medesause theyk us infomed aboutqur emotional
stateD explained Haione OW knew thatgu were unconscious for a whileat
was when wwere most wrried; Ginny &pt staring at her handhdn | gt a
messag) from Albusthrough the phoeres; he said thaby would need to
concentrateand that | shoulddtry to send qu messags through &vkes and
Flora, and Ginny shoul@ook at her han®.

Olt vas really hai@,said Ginpynd Hary knew it s an understatement.

Ol @t two bursts ofpain, whib | assume as whengur hand gt like
that® contined Hemione as Hay nodded. ONear the endot g strong sense
ofE | guess pu could sarewlation, like you finally understood something,
something aboutdilemot. 101l beary interested to hear what iDis

OI0Il beewy interested to knwif it® right he said as they entered the
conference room.hE table w&s a circle that seatee@w so they all sat next to
eat other OWat happened at the sitehere | gt taken from?0

Neville looked somberOSix &rors responded to the call, as usaal. S#v
how many \ere vaiting thergall using Killing Curseve of the six were killed)

OOh, God) said Hay, in de@ sorow. Ginny redted wer for his hand,
then baked avay at the last second, remembering, appegl his forean instead.
OThat®horible But IOm almost pused it asrdall sixO

OThe sixth \as Winsto) said Nevill©He put up a Killing Curse shield.
He had no idea that he could do it until that mo@ent.

Harry knew he wuld be extremely pleased under different circumstances
OHell ofa vay to find outd
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OThat®exactly what he séidsaid Nevill©But yeah, this is really bawht T
many Airors haenBdied at once for & long timeNow we€2 davn to thity-
three not including u® Hary noticed that it as the first time that Neville had
refered to the Arors as @® He oliously felt the deathsty strongly aseil.

OBut there @ve no more deaths afterdsstakn?0

ONQg by then ve had shieldand betterumber said Nevill@\l five of
us vere putting up shieldsdikrazyand ve stated winning the battle pretty
quikly. The attakers staed getting avay, either ly Disapparating or using
Portkeys; w think they had a whole bhrset up before the thing $eat. Vié
ended up capturing abouetty ofthem. Kingsleyalled to a few othem, and
apparently a lot i@ American accerfisNo susrise thought Hany:.

Snape soon entered, folda shotly by Kingsley and Bright, who
approabed Hary. OHany, IOmety glad to hearEO He extended a hand as he
spole, and trailed ofbecause Hey held up his right hand to explairywie did®
shale Brigh€)OEthat pué largly all righ® finished Bright, clearlyealkabakc
by what he sa

OItEO Hary chudkled at what he had been about yoGhvas @ing to sg
it® not as bad as it lopksit that wuld be a ligit® pretty painful. &qust that |
know it®fairly easily fixakde

O¥¢s it®not as thougtoy lost pur hand entire® jokd Neville

OHe can just makimselfanother on® responded Har

McGonagll and an olderosnan in geen Heales@bes entered the room.
OHary, this is Healer Haspberg, she is the senior Haadean old friend.

Hary nodded to heORofessof she said, kneeling next to Hadér @nd
taking his right wrist. OOh, dédow did this happen?O She cast a spell, and his
hand suddenly feltuth less pain.

OVldemot® wand) said Hay. OBr some reason, until hasvgpne it
bumed ny hand badly both times | tried to use &, ilikas on fir®
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@\n uncommon defena Dark Ats spel) remagd SnapeDhe vand
will bum the hand ofanyne who tries to use itaigst its wnerO Ah, that@ty |
was able to use #fter \bldemot got avay, thought Hary. O¥6u are the Defense
Against the Dark As instuctor, you should hae knavn thatO

@\bus did tell me that he difihire me for m encyclopedic kadedg of
the topigO countered Hay mildly annged at Snap@®But 101l be sure to mention it
in my classes from moon. ODdtry to use Wldemot® wand aginst hinOO

Everyone vas in altair exept Haspberg, whoas verking on Hary®
hand. Odu ma begin, Brfesso® said McGonal,

OOlviously | dordknow much that happened until loke upO bean
Hamy. @pparently they Apparated me to the inside srhall container inside a
plane whid took off shotly after they put me in it, andldfemot went in there
with me When | woke up memories &re fashing through ynhead. | think he had
been doing it for at leastemty minitesO He lood at Snape sadkponving hav it
would affect him. OlOmrgoRrofessorbut he knws aboutgu novO

Everyone loolked at Snapevho seemed to be making a supremd &jfor
hold his emotions irhed, and barely succeedi@g feared asutn O he said
quietly and bitterlYI feared thabyr stupidity wuld cost us dearignd | vas
comectO

ORofessor!O said McGoalgerovingly

Her reorimand only seemed to annape fiiner OHe amed wu!O he
shouted at Hay. Ohe headmasteramed yu that it vas a trapbut yu went
anyvey! She askl yu not to @0 Snapeegtured to Henione Oandgu modked
her! They are the twpeople whose opinioowhold in the highest r&gl, and qu
completely ignored them both, because aftevwabyg Haty Rotter, nothing
could possibly ev happen tooubO

OThatnot the reason, andwknaw it!O responded Hgirin what as
almost a shoutr¥ing to legp his wice leel, he contined, Ol cddignore those
alams they mean érors are in daegpO
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OYu can ignore them ybu are \amed that there is a trap fawO
shouted Snap®Tat is the whole point ahe words Camingd and Otrap!O | said
that your vocabulay was deficient, but | did not dream the probles this ba®,
he added, drippinggmom and sarcasm. Bright and Kingslkghaaged glances
apparently andering about Snaps@bility

Before Hary could respond, McGorabspok. ORofessor Snapeh is
not the time for a discussiontbie appropriateness Bfofessor Btter®actions
not to mention insulttNow, please holdoyr tongue unlessy hare something
pettinent to contribut® Seething with agSnape stared at hleat said nothing
Harry felt angy with Snapéut could understand ywBnape &as so ang.

OUm, anyayO said a discomfited HalOHe knas eerything nev: the
prophecythe relgs ewerything | knev. Including the fact that | had no ideavho
was @ing to defeat hir®.

Harry went on to describe the restwlhat had happenedhéh he gt to
the point where he used the Imperius @haw \bldemot and staed using
Legilimens on him, Snape inbpted. Ofgive me for asking a stupid queston,
he sneered, Obutyndid yu not at this point simply kill him?0

OHw?0 responded an ayemHary. Ol did®have a vand | could useDO

OYu could hee simply strangled hithpointed out Snag@¥u put yur
hands around the per®nek, and squeeze as hardascan. | wuld be happy
to demonstrate the procedurebO

ORofessor Snay@ vamed McGonagjl.

OEen with that wndE | would hold onto a retet wand for as long as it
took to kill the Dark Lord) contined Snape with asrgand intensitpuntil the
hand vas a lump otlead lesh. | vwould hae thought gu would toq een if it were
your precious left har@.

OHey!O shouted Ginleaping to her feet.

OLewe her out otthis!O shouted Hgrnow truly angy. OLook,qu knew
this alreadythat | could®kill himpO
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OYu mean @uwidrHO not Ocouidh coected Snap@nd you did not
even hae to kill him! %u could hee held onto him, Disapparated out, and
brought him bdchere!O

OTe wandbO

OVBuld only bun your hand ifyou were using it @inst him, whit you
would not hae beer®

Ol did®knowbO

OOfcourse nof) sneered SnaiBut ean seyou could hee held onto it
for long enough to Disapparéte

OYu said last year there can be magical defeaisess bejng
involuntarilyPO

OYu could hee hedked, using Legilimens!O

OWldemot could hae woken up in the meantimeDO

OThat vas not the reasooty didr®do it! The reason is thaby didr®
think of it! Tell me thasot tue!O Hay gave Snape a look simoldering arsgy
but said nothingDl thought asuth,O contined Snape detisly OThat should be
what it sgs on pur tombstoneOHere lies HprPotter He did®thinkO 160
Grindelvald all eer aginO

Hermione wheeled on Snapgious as Hary could see the rest bis
friends vere gtting OThat is so unfaiand suc a totally different situationDO

OHemioneO interupted McGonagjl. Turning to Snapejuietly andery
seriouslyshe said, @fessor| understand what this means far.yl am tying to
be tolerant, and | can see thatriias too But yu will act appropriatelyr you
will be asid to leaeO Hary sav the look Snapexe McGonagll in responsend
wondered whether Snape cowdepkt together Harry tried to calm himsekind
after a hala mirute contirued.

Sighing, he said, OMus | hate to admit itréfessor Snapeas right
about one thing didrbconsider the possibility aging the and for just as long
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as it took to Disapparate us both outhare Once the and staied buning ny
hand lile that, | just didBthink of it as something | could Qe

OHary, from early ildhood, v are taught not to tduor gab \ery hot
things both ly our parents and/kexperieng® said Bright reassuringligh a
quik, annged glance at Snagehat yu thought that &y isE extremely
understandab{® Snape scoffed silertilyt made no noise

OWll, | wish | had at least thoughtitgd said Hay. @inyway, by doing
Legilimens on him, | found out what had happened until then. He had tried to kill
me twiceand Albus had done his thing to him both tiM@gemot stated to
wale up and | had torgb the vand to put him out ainO Hary sav Ron and
Pansy wince in sympgtWien | did Legilimens on him nextDO

OExuse melOm soy to interuptO said Haspbe@l@wone as uth as
can be done wittoyr hand, Pofessarlt is nav in a field whit extends a ha#n
inch from all injured pé&s of your hand; gur hand will gt a small shé&df it gets
that close to anythinghis is to remindou not to usegur hand in anyay. The
field will decrease in intensity @sryhand healspy should be able to use iaiag
in two dgys Fease come to St. Mutomorow for another lsed. Can gu do
that?0

OI0Il drag himlihave tqO ansered Ginny for him.

ODo®worry, heQll be thédeadded Herione

OTheir job is to protect mbut also from yself apparent)® joked Hary:

OSomebody hasQaetaed Ginny

@\nyway, it feels mch better thank pu very much O said Hay to
Haspberg

She nodded herlawowledgment, and left, with a nodtbénks from
McGonagll. OWere vas |IE Oh, yes| did Legilimens on himaig, and | found
that after he ake up the second timiee had this\erwhelming feaA fear ofthe
unknavn, of something he had absolutely no contret & was lile, his vorst

nightmare had comeutr Then | s him think something that made the light bulb
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go on over ny head. He had seen the prophtbeyparr about ny being his equal.
He wondered ifl@ be able to do somethineelie Cleansing, and | suddenly
realizedbO

OI0m sgr HaryO interupted Bright. O what?0

Oltthis thing that Mdemot doesBO

ORrofessor!O said Snape loudlyaining

Harry looked to McGonadgjl for suppar Ol hee to explain it, @®fessorlt
has to do with hw | think IOmaijng to beat him, but itomdmale any sense
unless | explain the CleansnlyicGonaajl hesitated, themstured for him to
contirue Velry frustrated, Snapeaag managd not to speak.

Hamry explained the Cleansing, to theifed looks ofthose who had
neer heard about it; he thought he saost people sneak glances at $Snape
making the coect conclusions about him and the reasons for his uswabbeha
OSpobviously the Imperius Chraris \ery different from the Cleansing, bist &
impossible that | could do something tikat. Wio knavs mabe it vould mak
the person completely happgrer able to ha a neative emotion. | doBknow;
obviously | wouldrDeven think aboutleanging someone peanently that ay.

But it made me think cfomethingThe way he isit®like he did the Cleansing to
himself | thought, mgbe | could doBO

@\ Cleansing in revse!O interpted Hemiong gaping OOh, m God!
That could wrk! You wouldrdhave to kill him, igtonsistent with the engrof
love, and he wuld end upE hamles©

McGonagll was astonished at the idea. Qidorgally think it could
work?0

Ol did®knowO he nglied, Obut | decided that | had to find out; I@idn
know howv much time | had, but | knew that | might nett ghe bance agn. | did
Legilimency on him,athing him 'ery closelydo the Cleansing to somedie
wasiOpleasanf) he added in an asiO&en | decided toyrry idea on him. At
first it didrdwork, then | tried an; | tried to imprint ke in thereas hard as |
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could. After a mimte he just let out thisvdul, terible scream, and Disapparated.
Without a vand. The scream asE amazing, it s as il had wounded him
horriblyO

OYu didQ said Snapen@r gone looking thoughtful. @Y inflicted a
wound on him that is nearly debilitating;s& than he ould hae imagined could
have been dondf | were a \&gering person, | euld wager eerything | avn that
as ve speak, he is still screaming in pain, that he has not stopped since he escaped
youQ

Harry looked around the tahland sa amazement on eyonefaces
OHe will ngair himselfthough it mpatale some tim® contined SnapéOBut
Professor Btter is corect; what he sggsts will be effeeg, if he can do it. e
problem isof courseincapacitating him for long enough to do itolild/be far
easier to simply kill hi®.

OThe eneryg of love gieth, and it tadth avayO commented Kingsley
OMgbe Hary ca®kill, but he couldbhave done a tenth afhat he has ifiot for
the energ of loveO With a starglance at Snggee added, @&re are limitations
it puts on him, and ifiot killing is one ofhem, ve hae to acaget thatO

OOr he can bring us the Dark Lord unconscimus ve can kill hin® said
SnapeOl am céain there wuld be no shaeage of volunteer©

OEspecially after tgaaped Kingsleyrgnly. OBut ifHarry has the
oppottunity to do thislOm not so surd téll him not to botheiThe only reason
Voldemot got avay was that Hawy wasiable to put deon an antBisapparation
field. If he tries to mee \bldemot, it increases théances that he couldtgway.

If Hamy can ke him in the same place and do this to him yitbeaerth
doingd

OThereanother reason, tiothink® added Heyr Olfwe just killed him,
who®to sg hedreally die? He difast timeHe just heered around, and came
bak. He might managto do it agin somedal think this mg be the reason the
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prophecy uses thew GanquishO instead@kitD Mgbe killing him ishenough,
maybe the only & to tuly defeat him is to do tis

OExuse mgHaryO said Bright. Ol am not familiar with the entire
prophecyNow that \6ldemot knows it, do gu think it is safeEQ

Harry looked at McGonaall. Otfxhink it is After all, nothing in it is any
sumprise ly naw, it®kind of obviousO She thought for a few secoadsd gstured
her assent. He recited it; when hs finished, he commented, l@@@®known this
all along, he mightVveput a geater priority on killing meuahn earlierand
probably wuld hae succeededh& pat about ny being his equabwid hae
made him wrry. Now, this is all pretty nth stuff we knav; it®all come treO

OThe first serious evidenceibivas whengu came up with the @riatus
Curse shiel®, nused Hemione aloud.

Snape g/e a sudden staiHe wore an wed expression, a look that Har
had neer seen on him befor®@Rofessor BiterE a thought has just ocaed to
me You are not sure exactlywhto do thisE rewerse Cleansingou should
practice iO

Harry®mouth slaly dropped open, as did thosetu others who
understood what Snapasisugesting @re you crazy?0O askHary in disbelief
ODo pu knaw what this could do tay? | doeven knav! | barely kne how |
would do it!O

OYu abiewed a significant result with the Dark Lord, in at gfesiod of
timeO pointed out Snape

O'¢s and helrobably screaming in pain right/¥td responded Hgr
ODoesfithat tell pu something?0

OOnly thatgu stated the proceduyeut did not finish i said Snap@lf
you do what | sugest, yu would lean valuable lessons thatuycould apply to the
Dark Lord, ifand whengu do it to him®

OIOm gsgrto interupt agin® said Bright, Obutelgs feeling that there are
too many things ofvhich IOm notveareEOQ
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ONot only gu, mat® said & sympatheticallguddenly realizing what
he®said, he amended, CfBiry, MinistelO Hary exhangd a quic gin with
Hermione

OQuite all right,dRO said Bright, aised. OHey, what exactly ig®fessor
Snape sugsting gu do?0

OYuQw probably all guessedrmw that the Cleansingagzdone to him,
many years a@ explained Hgr OHe basicallyants me to undo it, put him lac
the way he vasO B Snapehe said, OLook, | kmgouGwanted this for a long
time ewer sincegu went to Dumbledore semteen years@agOm not ging |
couldrbdo it, somedaBut nay, it®just an ide@.Emnciating eary word and
speaking swly, he contined, OIE dodE kno wE whatE IOmE doing! Anything
could happen!od could end up dead, or in a coma, orEO

OOr like his parents?0 esdlSnapaesturing at Neville; Hgrwas
sumprised that Snape had accurately guessed wizat pmwto sg OIOm perfectly
willing to tak the bancePO

OWditch what pu sg about g parents!O said Neville piyaDespite
Nevillehaing lost most ohis slynessit greatly sysrised Hary to see Neville
talk that vay to Snapevhom he had long feared. Haknewof coursethat
Neville vas ety sensitie to any disrespect to his parents

OOr what,quOll unleasbuy potty mouth on me?0 sradlSnape

OI0II unleash more than thabanifyou€® not careful!O shouted Neville

OSut as usfor one thing) put in Kingslefis tone a aming OThe
Aurors Professorwould strongly prefer thaby did not speak dfrank and Alice
with anything but the utmost resp@dfingsley finished the sentence thete
Harry was sure he understood the additional, uesp@fyou get ny driftO

Snape rolled his eyssgesting that he diftare about the Longbottoms
one vay or the other@s | was sging, | will tak the bance You nust do thi©

Ol@rather wit until IGvdone it to YidemotDO
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Ol will not last that long!!O shouted Saépest as angas hebeen ver
finding out about Blaise and the other Bhis is pu, not thinking ajn! It is
aain, because gbur stupidityyour la& of thinking, that m usefulness to the
Order has ended. Itas difficult enough to endure what | did, for the shkeing
useful aginst the Dark Lord.ou knaw how difficult it wvas better than aoye
exept the headmasterhat was with the enamnous incente of being able to
contribute to the Dark Losi@wnfall. Nay, there is simply nothing | can &een
if | tried to mak the efforto contirue for the sakof contiruing, | vould fail. |
know that. | cannot ait months for gu to become skilled enough to do it, enev
days YouE mustE doE itE no w!O he finished, niieg Hary®earlier ay of
speaking

Hary hated to admit it to himsetiut he hadbthought about Snape®
ability to hold on when considering the question. He loathed the idea that he might
inadertently cause Snape fimaor pemanent disabilitput who vas he to tell
Snape that he had tay to endure what he did indefinitely? Not to mention that
his actions since finding out he could nodobg a spy supged the idea that he
could not hold on. Still, he felt ther@svone more thing that he had tovkno
before he could egp

Ol vondlie, IOm afraid afihat could happen, that Meahat kind of
responsibility) said Hay quietlyOBut at leasteviae to vait a dg | have to talk
to the other onemale sure this is what hants tooHe®a parof thisO

Snape loatd increduloyss ifhe@newer heard anything so stupid in his
life. @re you insane?O he nearly sadelHe is meam him! W are the same
entity; that is the whole point, thexcof the problem! du said gurselfonce
people \ere not meant tovk like this! Een if he did®want tg | wouldrdcare!

It®@ all ery well for him, with the headmaster and Longbastpaa®nts and the
whole @ng in their little paradjsehile | hae to suffer dan here! He does not
have a spin this!O

¥ 850 ¥



Ron, Neville PansyKingsleyand Bright loakd baffed; Hemione lookd
at Hary with reget. Ol hate togit, but heQight. The other one@ing to sgthe
same thing,op knav he will. Not that I0nmyasy pu hae to do it todg though.
It@ probably better toait a dg what with allquOw been through tog®

OOh, yedetwait for poor Hary to receer from his orde&, said Snape
with unnecessgaisarcasm. O&yone can pat him on the katell him what argat
job he did. Hugs all around from the friemaybe a trip to his quirs sobO

ORrofessor!O barlt McGonaagll, nav glaring at Snapidary stated to
wonder if Snape could literallyitvuntil tomorow; his tone sugsted that heas
becoming more unbalancegdtbe mimte Hary found that he as no longr
angy with Snapee\en gven all heaid, but felt soy for him. Itfeasy for me to
forget hav hard this is for him, Har thought. Here he just had hisgeig
emotional blev in sixteen years; the thing he based his life arowme islgyv
there€the possibility that his suffering could end, and IOmyallagshbecause
IOm afraid | might hrim. [t®probably just more than he can tolerate

Harry sighed. OIOII do it toronr | want a bance to talk to Albus and the
other onemaybe they can tell me something thatOll helparg a bance to
think about what 10migg to do anyvay. This is @ing to be really tkg andbO

OHeadmaster!O shouted Stapking slightly ymver eeryoneheads
OWill gu tell him, pleasthat the other one does not mind, and that there is no
reason that he cannot do it tgdes soon as possible?0

There vas a silencas egryone vas somewhat uncomfable After a half
a mirute Hary got a few imags Hemione caught his eye and nodded, letting him
know that she@ptten them topthrough Fora. Ofie other one doe®mind® she
said. OBut, Albusysaomorow, The sun setting, onGe

Snape closed his eyes andared, then stood and daycstrode from the
room. After a second, McGomdlgstood. Looking at Bright and Kingsééne said,
OSomeone should be with him, and tnfatelythat someone is m&xuse me®

¥ 851¥



She left the room; Harwondered whether shewd cath up with him g the
time he redwed the firplace

In the silence that folled, RN said, Ol ust sg 10w leaned things |
newer would hae imagined | auld before | sat den hered

ONot only gu, mat@® said Bright with a smalhgFRon smiled bag
obviously pleased that the Minister had shareé avjttkhim. OMad ask, in case
IOm the only one here who d@smwy, who is Othe other one?00

Olt vas a secret, buttyknav so nuch at this point, it muld be silly not to
tell you the resf) said Hay. Olt staed the night Albus died, the first time heethlk
to meEO
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CHAPTER 17

AWAKE iN THE DARK

Ol still do®beliee itO said &.

Four hours late@fter dinnerthe six wre in the Defense Aigpst the Dark
Arts classroom, on the conjuredpearAfter leang the meeting with Bright,
Kingsleyand the othergiary had gne to his Hogeuts quaters to shever and
change. Fawkes had then brought Ginmyst so they could spend some time quietly
together Then he hadane to the staffoom after fre oOclacwhere he jokingly
apologized to Dentus for\nag missed his clagentus acqeed in @od humoy
explaining that Osince they knewwwere in serious daggnobody \as pging
attention anyayO Hary then put in an appearance iyf@ndor Tower,
apologtically anssving questions aaguely as possipsence it as up to
McGonagll and Kingsley what aspectsvbiat had happened to regdublic
Then, the six had had a quiet dinnesttoey

ODorbbeliee what, exactly?Oesisinny

OThe thing with SnapAll of it. Any of it. Him viewing gur memories
that you had to tolerate him yize seeing the ones witluyand GinnyE ypu
having to be in the same room with him thatimneer mind, care about him.
Just the whole thing mean, guGe done stufthat®impressed me befpkéary,
but nothing so mch as thisl stand inaeO

OYué sitting) pointed outdPsy

OThen I sit in weO amendedoR, unpeturbed, Oand Iflay ba& aginst
you, lile this that will be inwee als®

OSpeenerallyyoué® avedO obseed Neville
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OThatéthe gist oft,O ageed Bn. Ol mean, to ve&to think thatgu hae
no privacy whatsoevE | just couldrdo that. If Dumbledore had astt me that,
I@ have said, soy, mate youé® out ofludk. That®just too rach.O

OYu had meummag around ingur mindQ recalled Har Ohat©not
that differen®

O¢s exept for the hug, enomous difference that itas pu, not Snapg®
said Rn. Ofat®&what mads whatgu did so impres& Sometimes it bothered
me that there &s this big thing thaby three knew and | difirbut naw, | think
IOm just as glad | ditkmow. WouldGe gt too worked up on gur behalfboth of
you. Funny 10 alvays gven yu two a hard time about doing studfard to resist,
you knaw, it® sub a clibZ, ny younger sister and yrbest mateBut after this
somehw | dor®think | hae it in me anymos@

OOh, that®e a shan@ ginned GinnyOl&alvays so fun to atthdHary
and @t a reaction out gpu. It®lilke, two good things at ond@

OWll, | suppose | couldyi® concededoR.

OThatdthe spiri) said Ginnghe leaneder to Hary, took his face in her
handsand stded kissing him.dR said nothing for a few secqritien with
obvious false enthusiasm, saidl, r@ht, Ginny! Go for it!O

Ginny and Hay fell out ofthe kiss as they gt laughing, as did the
other threeOONh, 1y that just doedsound righ€ budkled Hemione

Ol appreciate the effoRonO smiled Ginnyeaning agnst Hary® est
and putting her ars around him, she exhaled in satisfacticell, @Weast that
patt of it® aser. No more heing to think about it, that any peular thing could
be viewedO

Harry ageed to himselthat it would be a reliebut he did®want to think
about the circumstances under Wwitibad happened. Olt aevccured to me
that there wuld be a god point about Snapetgng blevn. | just thought of
somethingE | wonder what wuld hae happened it feépt blown, but there
wast®this possibility that | coulthang him bak?0O
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OThat would hae been ba@, ageed Hemione OTe problem jspué® the
one who helped him, and he needed to be on his begbbahaund gu, but he
blamed gu for his gtting exposed, andsvreally mad adyy. It wouldGerbeen
very hard for him to calm @ enough about that footy to help hin®

Harry nodded, indicating that that had been wiéiblee® thinkingOl just
hope | can do this thing, w®

Ohe impotant thing to rememhbg€r said Hemione earestly Ois that #O
not your fault if something ges wrongHe®been Viing on borowed time for a
long time nw; and it probably as®going to be that long beforeMemot was
defeated anyay and hebe in the same positiorhig only bangs the timing a
bit. | dorwant yu thinking, ifthis doesbgo wellE youGy done a lot for him,
youGQ done allgu couldd

Ol suppose $bhe said, though he found it hard topathe idea that he
should®blame himselif something @nt wrongStill holding onto Ginppe
found himselfthinking about what Snape had said about Grizdebs it really
the same thing? he egdkimselfThe fact isif @ thought about using themd to
Disapparatevoldemot would be in custody mpor dead, and thisowld all be
over. How many more people amng to die because | dimink of the right
thing to do at the right time? | shouldehthought aboutb

OHary!O snapped Heione in an accusatptone Harry blinked,
wondering what he@one ODofyou dare think that! Snapasaust tying to hur
you because heawmad atoy. Albus had Grindedid in his pwer; | do®think
it® fair to spthat pu ewer did with \dldemot. You can alays look bacat a
situation and thinkoy could hee done something differenthbuld yu hae
wanted me to blameyselffor what | did to Sketeythat almost messed wquy
life pretty badly?0

Harry finally understood. @¥esO he said, anyex, though it as hard
for him to eer be tuly annged at Biwkes
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To the othersHemione explained, Ol@mas thinking that Snapasv
right, that it \s his fault demot got avay. Fawkes sent it to me think he
afraidthatHarry&goingto stat countingthe bodiesfrom now on, blaminghimself
for them, and hopes |, oencan stop him. Hey, you just cadthink like that, gu
car® It wasDAlbus®rfault that Grindelad gt avay; things just happen. And |
think this one happened for a reason. Honéstiyk you were right, that this is
the only way to really kill ¥ldemot, so heQruly dead. And ifou had done what
you wish pu had dongou wouldrdhave had atwance to find this outHhgs
happen, Hay. It® pointless to blamewrself you did the bestoy couldd

OYu blamedagurself this summed he reluctantly pointed out.

OExact|yso | knav what IOm talking abQushe retted. A parof Hary
understood that sheaw right; he knew most peopiutdrdhase done as uth as
he had. Heludkled to himselfOWat?0 askd Hemione

Ol just thought,d®@etter not spend toouth time blaming gself or
Fawkes is ging to lee telling pu, and gulll be bothering me all the (nsaid
Harry.

O'¢s that©probably whhe told m® she aged humorouslPHe doegh
want yu blaming gurself because he feels it,.thiot that hefmind if it was
justified, but this i€h Even though he doe®see the situation dike dg I0m
pretty sure that on somedgwhe knas thatd

OMgbeO he said.

@\nd that vould beO she pressed him, Obecause on seingleknawv
thatO

Harry thought, but didbansver; his only reactioras to hold Ginny more
tightly He wondered ithe could acpe what Hemione vas sging He thought she
was right, that on some ékvhe knew that he shouliliame himself; he had been
in an extremely stressful situation, armbidw® his best. He hackatually leared
not to blame himsefbr Hogsmeade; he knew theswdifferent, but itas similar
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in a vay. He wondered ha many historical figures suffered frometsgor second
thoughts Probably a lot, he told himself

Hamry glanced up in quise as thedpsiee floated into the room; a gkic
glance around told him that iHeone had Summoned it from his offide let @
of Ginny as she sat up straighoWWkhav how |0 alvays put a memgrin this
when veQw practiced Legilimersince summg) said Henione She put a
memoy into the Bnsiee then @stured to it. G&\think pu should see it. Go
ahead

Statled, Hary gaped in amazement. OBubtbat a memar of EQ

Hermione lookd geatly amsed at what she knew heswthinking
Deadpan, Neville said,g§¥ary, thatlright. V& wanted to she you a memaor
of us haing sex. Wthought gu should see koit was done propery

Ron, Ransyand Ginny burst out laughing, then after a second, so did
Hermione Neville did@®smile until Haty gave him a @xy funnyO look. @N©D
said Ginnystill laughing, OlOm any jud®O

OReas® said &, interupting his wn laughterOwhateyr you dq please
dondfinish that senten€

Ol thoughtgu were ging to ©lang hav you were about thad, protested
Ginny with feigned disappointment.

OYué right, | forgtO said &. Agiin soundingery insincerehe said,
OWhat | meant to sas please tell us imegt detail about Hy® capabilities in
that area. Wall really ant to knovO

OWll, if you insist said Ginny ezpablyOfist of all,DO

Harry pla/fully realsed aver and ceered GinngGnouth with his handoT
Neville and Henione he protested, OCome amy gan hardly blame me for
thinking that®

OlIf it were that, &il, le&just sa 1@ hae had to put more than that into
the Rnsiee eery timeO said a stilrused Hemione ONgit®a bit more serious
than that. \WWat yu€® about to see is from near the enthefApparation crisis
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during the shift wheroy caught Malfo When Neville and | had our big talk after
getting the Sieter letter®

Harry®eyebras vent up; whatesr it was he knewit was bound to be
very personal. He thought to askywiis but not any other mengdout he
realized that questiorowld probably be aneved as he vied it. As he took his
hand off Ginny®mouth and put it in theeRsiee he heard herg@Naoy, as | vas
about to sgEO

He was suddenly in Nevideror quaters Neville and Henione both
looked \ery emotional; heauld hae knavn they wre haing an impdant
conversation ean if he had®already been told. Heione lookd as though she
had cried recently

Neville spok first. OkGot that | dobeliee ou. [t®just thatE yu sg
you ca®tell me wiy you did it, because @fhat IOm not supposed towrigust
dondknow how | can acqa thatE | mean, the whole problem is thatiywiolated
my trust. Hav can | just sawell, | trust yu that it vas for a god reason? IOm
going to acqat that, | really need to kmovhy.O

Hermione lookd lile she might gragin. Ol doiknow what to tell qu,
Neville You knav 1Om not supposed to tellcargythisyou knaw it®for a god
reason. \Wat can | samore than that?O

OYu need to trist med he nalied eamestly OEll me what it isMhateer it
is, nobody else will kmothat | knev. But | hae to knavO

Olt sounds lkyué sging pu ca®trust me unless | telby thisO she
said. He glancedn, then lookd her in the eysging nothingShe sighed. Ol
guess | cadblame gu, and ighot as though | should be telliog what pu
should and shouldihink© She paused for a shione thinking Finally she said,
Oltironic | have to violate Hay®trust to @t yours bak.O

OThat®not failO protested Nevill®l nesr askd yu tobO

Ol knay, | knonO she said sadyhis is all m fault, IOm notysag it
notO
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OHary will understan@, said Nevill©dst explain it to hird.

Ol wish | could explain it to him, @wid malk me feel bett€ she said
ruefully OIf I could explain it to him, | could ask hisnpiesion, and ri:gve it.
Of courseit®not totally his to¢g, but neer mind that for ne. Okay, here it
iSEO

The scene shifted; Neville andiHiene had barely med, but clearly
Hermione had edited the memao that Hay would be spared the explanation
she gve Neville After it resumed, Neville laak stunned, whicdidrdsuprise
Harry at all. Ofat®gt to be the wirdest thing 1©&eer heard) said Neville
ONav | understand perfectlyf courselt was a seet g@stureand | vould hae
approved of it, if 1@ knavn the situatio®

Ol knewgu would® she said. R3E vas parof what helped me decide to
do it, een though | couldbtell you, or vould hae to gve you not enough
information ifl did tell yu. It just negr occured to me hw it would look to gu
if you ewer found outEQ

OBecausel didrdthink | would find ou) he finished. OShHaé so
nastyshe knew just oto male it look the wrstO

She noddedA® with the other thingthough, | did®help | should hee
told you ewerything | could hae, you would hae trusted me then. Iflost your
trust, | desesed toO There vas a sharsilence; Hay wondered whether Neville
was just thinking, orag being conspicuously silent.rtlene spo& agin, sging,
ONa, of courselOll ha to put a memgrthis oneginto the Bnsiee eery time
before Hary and | practice LegilimenggrtunatelyheOll just thinksigdmething
sexual, and so will Snaphefsees it.Hle impotant thing for both otus to
remember is thateaca®talk about it or refer to it from here on ougrewhen
wefe aloneThereonly a tinylance that Hay would see anything, but he ®an
hide anything from Snad if Snape saitE well, it would be bad. He®lame
Harry, it might een jeopardize their situatiore Wae to be carefa.

¥ 859 ¥



Neville nodded. Ol understanabiPHary;, | feel so bad for him. | mean,
with Snape? Hwin the world is he managing that?0

Olt hasbbeen that long, but kefding all right, appareiiishe said, after
whidch the memoy reset to the beginning

Harry exited the éhsiee to see Henione looking at him appreheesy
She opened her mouth to speak, lout tReat her to it. GW, that vas some
amagzing stuffou told usGinnyO

Harry rolled his eye®lfshe really hadoy® be long gneO he said.

OYuQw gt to et up pretty early to fool HgO jokd Rinsy

ONot reallyE usuallyou can slgein till noonQ respondedR.

Hermione vaited to mak sure they eve finished. OIOmrgddary.O

Ol understar@,he said sombe®%u did it right, IOllysthat. | neger had
any idea, whicwas the point. And at least Neville knew not to tell me anything he
didnbwant Snape kmangO

OThere vere times when | wished | couldétold Rn and Bnsy the same
thing® ageed Hemione OEspecially when that thing with Blaise happened. She
wouldrdhave come toqu if shedDknown. Oh, that reminds miecan lift the
Memory Cham now!O

OOh, god, IGvbeen wndering what®ehind thaf) he said. ON@ka?0

She nodded, and cast Legilimens on him. She pointed him to the Char
and he unlded it quikly; the memories camedding bak. Seeing his look of
recognition, 8nsy said, Olaw a shame thaiwycould®remember that. Helen
and Sylvia@00's came twdays after that, ande®the second years and IPare sure
that meeting had a lot to do with it, with their scoresniergl. ¥u desered to
enjoy that, but gu could®O

OWell, | can nO he said, feelingny satisfied. OQfoursePO

He was interupted ly a knok on the door; Henione vaved it open to
reveal Hug. OHug, | should@knavnO said Hay, gesturing him to a spot on the
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floor. OIOm alys so preoccupied after these things happen thagt youge
bound to shwo up®

OUnderstandatflesaid Humas he sat bedwn Hary and Hemione
OHav®the hand?0

Ol forgt | should®toud things and the static reminds @éde said.
ORetty good, though. A lot better than befdia sured

Ol sw Kingslegdnemoy of your hand, it lookd really nasty ageed
Hugo. OSnape had a lotrafive, acting lik that should be no impediment doiry
picking up a and. lt®damn well be an impediment to most peppieluding m®

Ols thatqur way of asking ifhe feels bad about notkiig it up?0 ask
Hermione her expression neutral. Hathought there as a slight edgo her
tone but had no idea wh

Sensing Hay® puzzlement, Hogexplained. O&Caroused Herione©
protectve instinctsShe knars ny question will causewto think about that,
which obviously she doe®want yu doing The fact isHemione that it vasi®
deliberatgbut it might hee beenE unconsciously deliberatdo hae this
joumalistic habit ofisking questions or making comments &y ahat doesh
directly address a semsisubject, but will Bky remind the person @f | can then
get a read on hothey feel about it, and whether thegdecgtive to talking
about it. | vasi®trying to do that hereDHwgtends to ansaw anything | askbbut it
may be from that habit. So IOnTgdo both ofyou, since | sense Hgbless
bothered thanou ared

OYu knay, Hemione that | am ging to hae to think about thi® pointed
out Hary. Olt wuld be impossible for me not émd pu ca®go bothering me
ewery time the phoengs tell gu IOm thinking about it.I®m obsessing, thenypka
bother meBut |G barely had &ance to think about it yét.

Ol can just seewydoing i she mied unhappilyOBut yes supposeou
do at least va to think about it. Sélugp, | gather puGw seen Kingsley@emoy
of the meeting &hadd
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O%s so nav | finally understand what the thing with Snap&mew it vas
something wmsual; not only euldrdhe talk to mehe vouldrdallov me in his
presencee\er. | see wi nan. Obviously IOm dedy impressed at whatuydid for
him, what Dumbledore did. And | understama® worried about tomaow, but
Harry, | could see enough in the meynior knav that he really coul®wait
longerO

Ol knavO said Hay heaily. OThis vas his wrst fearthat he wuld stop
being useful. @, | guess 10l just dp best, and hope it ends up all right. Agyw
Hugo, whatping to be made public?0

@\ lot of it will, 101l just telby what ven®be Nothing about him pulling
information from gu, or anything to do with Wwoyou plan to beat him. Nothing
about the details dfow you gt avay, sud as that ring; refyobably still
wondering about that. Henot still screaming, thatNething sugesting that
there vas anythingog could hee done but didbda. If you€® ging to wrestle
with demongsat leastgu get to do it pwvatelyO said HugsympatheticallpRetty
mudh ewerything else will be public

OEen the hand?0 adkdn, amazed.

Olt vas decided that itas too god to pass ygrom a morale point of
viewO explained HogO¥u accomplished something big,rijdout the bigest
thing is something they @male public The hand will beery compelling, both
naratively and photagphicallypO

OThey@ ging to un a picture oft? Isthat ging to be a littleEQ
wondered Hay.

OItOll be one tfose things wherew hae to hold gur wand wer it to
see i Hug assured him, Oand thereQll be artiggwf what it is Dondworry,
the bracelet will be in the picture asal the caption will explain thaii gid it to
get the bracelet. Gfoursemost people will just be happy tloat ook a bunk
out of him, they wndcare wiz Hary, emotions areunning high right ng and
it® ging to be that octh more when people find out about the deattivef
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Aurors 10m stiing to hearumblingsboth within the Minisygr and outside o,
about it not being a bad idea to just kill any Death Ea&teaptureAfter a trial,
of coursePartly because they might escape and &itl,aand payE as revengO

Harry chudkled humorlessi®pIOm sure Snapeld appreeO

ONo doub® areed Hug. OHe killed 8ktey didrdhe?O he ask his tone
making it more a statement than a questiony®eaxpression clearlywhay told
him he vas corect, Hug contirued, Ol suspected it b#wen, to tellqu the tuth.
Well, would you mind ifl looked at yur memoy of it, from when gu were takn
until you escaped?0

Harry shugged. Odu can, but &@ping to be pretty boring; most ibis
just me doing Legilimenghid is wly | didrdshaw it to the other®

OThat®oks, | can skip forard if | wantO Hary put the memagrin, and
Hugo entered thedhsiee

Looking slightly embassed, & said, Ol kind afant to see it tqdout it
would be forE definitely the wrong reasohsouldrdmind seeingoy taking his
hand off or that screanoy said he did at the e@d.

Ol vant to als® said Nevill®and it euld be for the wrong reasophst |
donDcare | knon, Hary, | know all aboutE that wrd | cadpronouncebO

OSiadenfreud® supplied Herione

O'¢s that onel know | should®go out of my way to enjy it, but | do
want to see it, just onddaybe itlile the Malfg thing He®caused a lot of
suffering, and these€dmethingapd about seeing what happened, andatO
necessarilyE thatovd O

Ol think | knav what Neville meagssaid Hemione Ol&kind ofwhat
Hugo was just mentioning, aboutythey® putting the picture dhe hand in the
paper It® good for moralgyou were able to ititt a pretty bad injuron him.
Nobody€eer been able to do thatcet you, first as a bgtand then na
Hearing about it is one thing, seeing it is anOther
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Harry found that he could understand that, though he had no desire to see
it agpin, nuch less see it and epja OOkp after Hug ets out, 101l malan edited
version, andou can see that. lon®take longd B his suprise Hug exited the
Pensiee a minte laterafter whib he edited the mempoand put it bacin. All
five of his friends and Hagwatded it.

Ginny maved over to Hary and huged him agin. Ol think Hugwas
right, Snape doesveshis nere to expect that ofou, to pi& up a buninghot
wand as ifit were nothingl hate to seeoy in that kind ofpain, especially the
second tim®

@s you knaw, hefdealt with mch, much worse than thad, he reminded
her She reluctantly nodded, barevan expression, @but, stillEQ

Ol had a question, gD said Hug OWII, | could ask as paf the
interview but | thought ofit now, soE after yu woke up you gabbed his and,
took off his hand, then did the Imperius @hafhe wand buns when gu use the
perso® wand aginst him, butou didrseem to be in pain untiwydid the
Imperius Chan. Do You hae any idea wi?O

Suprised, Haty shook his head. Olt seengsllghould hae been right
away, does®it.O

Hugo nodded. Olas suprised thatqu diddactizate the wnd€defense
by taking offhis hand, then drop it tekively beforequ could do the CharO

OMetoq now that pu mention it. | think | soof did it in one motion, so
maybe the curse on theamd took just long enough to eate that | \&s able toeg
the Cham in before | felt it.O

Hugo raised his eyelws OThat wuld be strargy most spells d@have
that kind ofdelg, even for a halfa second. Anyay would you mind doing the
interview navy, or were pu guys in the middle sbmething?0

Ol think they &re just making fun @he so ng nothing speciél,jokd
Hamry. ONov® okg O
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* k% * % *

Harry rolled @er in bed after finishing his Occlumeneya@sesDo |
really een need to do these any more? hedasiknselfl dordthink heping to
be coming after me theywhe did beforeBetter safe than sgrl guessHary
wondered whether he could actuallafier \Wldemot from a distance as
Voldemot had him. It s an interesting question, but he knewohk&lwmeer try.

He stated plging the dg®eents eer in his mind, stang with Blaise
giving him the @wming in his clas®¥\as Snape right, hemndered, should he not
have gone? It hadBoccured to him during the ddo ask Ginny what she thought,
though he knew sheould probably he said that heomld do what he euld do
anyvay, so her opinion diddreally matteiHe knew her emotional reacticsuid
be that he should nevg into dangr deliberately

Five Aurors dead, he thought despondehtigks lile Kingsley as wrong
about that jailbreak not beingtsadbad thingViaybe they®not Death Eaterbut
they knev the Killing Curseand thasGill \bldemot needed. fiere are@enough
free Cleansed Death Eaters temvhelm six Arors lile that. Nol made the right
decision ¥ ging | could®save them, but ithings had ane differentlyl might
have been able t&es Albus vamed me it as a trapbut | just should va reacted
better should hee remembered that Death Eaters could teden hair from
Neville and Haemione when they had them uyJl had to @. Maybe \bldemot
knew that, but | still had t@gSnape only yelled at me because Itigy blavn,
but he knas me he knew | had to do it.

Not having Apparated d/demot out of the plane when he had ticce
was another mattdnonvever. No matter hav much Bright, GinnyHugp, or angne
else said that itag understandable that he @idhink to use the and, he knew
better He knew that ihe®thought ofit, he vouldGesdone it. He took small
comfott in the thought that his mistakould cost fewr lives than DumbledogeO

had, since Aldemot tended to kill feer people personallfe vasi®sure whether
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he should hold himseffersonally responsible for amy Death Eaters killed from
that point on, since they could comérkilling anysy, e\en if Voldemot was

killed. They just lied to kill, Hary knewThen he remembered Dumbledore once
reminding him that heas responsible only for hisroactionsnot those of

others At the same tim®umbledore haddapplied that to himseHle knew it,

but he could®intemalize it. Haty wondered whether heowld do any betteor
whether it \as better not to do it at alerRaps it &@s immoral not to hold himself
responsible in that kind sftuation.

Variations on those thoughts rolled around in his head for the next half
hour. He didibreat any conclusionsef course; he doubted heeewould. He
imagined Wldemot® next victim, a death he couldenstopped ihe®thought
correctly He felt as though therere a leadeight in his stomhg¢that he had
condemned some unkmo person to death. Heamted to un, to do anything he
could to escape the feelidny didr®I think of it, he asid himselffor the tenth
time What®wrong with mewty dor®I think as wll as other peoplelemione
would hae thought ofit, probably a lot obther people auld hae, toa But not
me | dorbsee what@ front of my face

Suddenly an imagropped into his head, along with a feéllmgimag
was ofHemione standing at the podium in the Great Hall lagtriNioer; Hary
recalled that sheaw sg@ing that he as someone for whom others could risk their
lives for without hesitationh€& feeling as one oicompassion and aptance He
knew that Hanione nust hae knavn what hebeen thinking, and sent him what
he®just felt. Sheas commnicating in a ay very different from wrds but he
knew what sheas tying to sg V\& all hae our strengthsind leadership iswrs
YouGQx done more than almost ang could ha doneyuQx accomplished so
much. You€ not alone

Without stopping to think, he sent a response: ae iohagnselfin bed
in the dark, eyes wide opeheTeeling he sentw parof what hefbeen feeling

in the past halhour. fear ofhaving alleved ham to come to othersand
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lonelinesse\en though he knew hasvloed. | feel alondie commnicated. |
dondwant to feel lik this but | cadhelp it. All this responsibilijust on me

Youé€ not alonewe€® all with gu, she sent biaevith her feeling€wen if
wef® aslee we@ alvays with wpu. Think of us imagine whatet® thinking, and
youOll realizesitile YouOll understanoug® not alone

IOm scared, he sent, the thought thaadheammanicating things heowld
ne\er s& \erbally fashing through his mind for a second. Scaredhatf might
happen tomaow with Snapescared ofvho might die next, more scared tlan y
knew | vas Reople wuldriDhave confidence in me they knew ho scared | as

This is a hard night, todaas a hard gashe said withoutords We all gt
scared, &@ll right. IOm here witluythe others euld be ifthey could. fink
about Ginnythink about ysocus on lee. IOIl be wittoy until yu fall aslgs
then Albus will heYou€® neer alonel/we lose you.

A duet of phoenix song suddenly baghe glanced up in the darkness to
see Bwkes and era at the end dhis bed. He sent out a feelingdefp gratitude
to Hemione and to the phoeesHe focused on the song, and on the feelings of
love Hemione contined sending him. Sooner than bald hae thought
possiblehe vas aslge

* * % % *

The next thing he knehe vas standing next to a stream. ®iitere is
right, yu knavO said Dumbledgrapproaling him. O are near truly along
you are alays lovedO

Ol guess sometimes | just need to be remindleatOf said Hay as he
acceted Dumbledore®@ug They sat next to the stream.

Qs do ve all® ageed Dumbledoreél am simply famate that heré can
be reminded so easily
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Harry thought for a murte about what heanted to saewen though he
knew Dumbledore as seeing his thoughi¥hereno vay | can mag nyselffeel
better about thjss there?0O

Dumbledore g/e a small nod. G can listen to the people who care about
you. What they tellqu is the tnth. Ng they cannot tdy knav how you feel, since
they are notou. But they can kmowell enough to understandich of what pu
are @ing through;gu should not dismiss them simply because they canwot kno
exactly

OBut gu suffered so uth, after Grindelald gt avay.O

OThat does not meaoty hae tgO Dumbledore pointed out reasonably
OMuhb of what | suffered as unnecessat was Wing in a foreign county | was
rather isolated. Ofourse | could Apparate kdao England at any timand
occasionally | did. But | did not talk to people@hras | should va, nor did |
open up to those | did talk to asdamas | should va | felt | had to suffer alone;
of coursel realized mch later that | w&s ery wrong You are suounded §
people who ke you and want to help gu, both plgsically and emotionaliyny
isolation pu feel is simply that gbur ovn doosingd

Harry thought for a minte then said, OBut | doviao suffer for what |
didn®do, | carbavoid thatO

Dumbledore gntly shook his head. Quu do not hee to sufferdifficult
as that mabe to acqd. You could boose to learfrom what has happened,
accet that yu cannot leang it, and focus on the here andiricam not sgang
that it is easyust that it is possibl@st because | could not mam#gloes not
mean thatqu could no©

OHav can | not suffer from this?OeasKary plaintvely

OUnhelpful as the amswna sound, simplybhoosing not t® relied
Dumbledore O¥ry much of what ve experience iy lthoice exen things that &v
seem to hee little control wer. Everything that happens ioyr mind happensyb
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your dhoice We are simply not accustomed tereising conscious contreko
those boice

ODid pu?0 askl Hary, curious

OD an extent, argater extent that | bel@most people mareg admitted
Dumbledore OBr examplel was neer able to completely absotwselfof
blame for sutthings as what happenedda yesterdabut | was eentually able
to Olet itad mch more quikly than | otherwiseould hae, to not dvell on it.
There is no reasonly cannot do the sar®e

OCanau give me any advice onviado do it?0

OThe most impdant advice | can is that gu beliee that it is possiki@
said DumbledoreOl hee told yu hav impotant thoughts aréou would be
amazed at whapy can do ifyou simply beli@that pu carQ

Ol vant to beliew itO said Hay, who felt that he &s a ceain distance
away from actually doing sOSowill believing | can do it help me with what IOm
going to ty with Rofessor Snape tomow?0

OOfcourseit is most helpful tovaid using wrds lile OyOO advised
Dumbledoreas the other Snape appeared. OBLt,wiisndeed help

Harry stood and embraced Snap# ma not do this agjn® said Snape
humorouslyOEen as a whole entityvas neer in the habit ohuggingO

OMgbe if | succeed, her you, will feel differentty sugested Hany.

Olt is not impossi® ageed Snap®W hae no vay to knav how | will
respond when | am successfully reunited witbther hal®

ONote that he uses the phrase @vhen@fsaid Dumbledore with a smile

Ol did notice th&, relied Hary, smiling as &ll. Ols that confidenae just
wanting to think positely?0

OBotl) relied Snapedl cannot think adinyne | would rather hae doing
this than gu. Not becausey are an expen the procedureBbwho could be?bbut
becauseoy will act out ofove. No one could ask for more than tDat.

| hope thagCenough, thought Hgr OHwv is he doing?0
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OHe is stiggling, though he is doing better than e whengu sav him
last. He has had some time to vecérom the shdcof losing the ability to be a
spy but his emotional state is still precariRight nay, the only thing thatelkps
him going is the kneledg that it will soon bever for him. | vould recommend
that you begin as soon asuyfeel comfdable He has not gt tonight, nor will
he Minewa is stging up with him,édeing him compar®

OThatdwery good of herO said Hay, impressed. Olveaa feeling ot
making it easy for her

Olndeed ndd, arped Snap@®He insists that he does not need her company
but they both knw that is not tne She has assured him that she will speald to y
after breakfast to find out whesuywill be ready

Harry sighed. Ol d@think 1Om reallpigg to be readput | knav what
you mean. 101l doyrbest. Is there anythinguycan tell me that will help?0

Snape shook his heado@¥nav more about the procedure for the
Cleansingyhaving vieved it than | dphaving undergne it. The pain \&s so
intensel could not een begin to think about Wwat was being dongust about
enduring it.ukt so gu are preared, whatou will do will probably cause intenseE
discomfot. He said that it & not exactly pain whesuydid the Imperius Char
on him; this will probably be quite simifau should ty not to be werly disturbed
by this; it is inevitahle

Ol should sesomething about the afteath, haveer. You should not hee
any paticular expectations dis behaior aftervards; ifhe or we, act nuch like he
used toit will not mean thaby failed, or that somethingnt wrongHis manner
after the Cleansingag/not so different from his manner before it. Befierbad
the potential for pleasant emotions;is wimply ety rarely that he experienced
them. There is just noay to predict hav he we, will behse once this is do®

Ol understar@,said Hay. Ol guess | difdexpect him to suddenkyrr
around gnning all the time angwNo oneeer had done to them whatsheO
about tg so | guessa®ll all find out. Oh, one thingohalered about: will her
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the both ofyou, will yu remembel mean, willgu kegp your memories obeing
here?0

Ol cannot be syreut | think it highly li&ly that | will no© said Snap@l
will remember what | fi@ seen ingur memorigf course

Harry nodded. Ol guess thersdthat mich more to sa then. But | do
want to sg that |0l missly being herdOe appreciated atyr helpgd

Snape smiled. Gltdfinitely the otherawaround. ¥u hae done so oh,
sacrificed so uth, to help uskE | doknow whether g reunited, will be able to
convey our appreciation for atlyhare doneso | will nev. | see thatgu are
thinking that gu did it for the Ordemvhid is tug but yu did it for me aseail.
Thank wpu \ery much.O

Hamy glanced den, slightly embeassed. @Y€ welcomed Timing to
Dumbledorehe asid, Ol cadhelp but wnder Albusk is \bldemot still
screaming?0

Ol am pleased thaiytale no pleasure from the prosp@caid
DumbledoreONgbut shotly after he retmed to them, heas sedated/this
Death EaterdHe is nav conscious and under tngaedation; he is not screaming,
but is in ery serious discomfo®

Ol assume he kme what | did) said Hay. @fter all, it vas his thought
that gve me the ide@.

Dumbledore nodded. OHe is barely capaloiehefrent thought or spéec
but yeshe knavs He is still in denial about the naturevbfat yu dg hovever.
He thinks thatqu hae stumbled onto a sourcepdwer, whid you mistaknly
identify as e, but whit he is pdicularly vulnerable.tble percees whatgu
have done asE roughlyouming a hole in his p$y or consciousnesshihewer
you like. We would percee it as a spot dight, or a spot from whidove has the
potential to gow. To him love does not exist, so he sees it as alhblens him, as
it were; it causes him intense pain because it cannot be reconciled with the rest of
him, but it also cannot betten rid ofeasilySeerus vas lilkely corect when he
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suggested that Mdemot would find a \&y to deal with it in timdout it is a ery
positve sign. It strongly sgests that whaby intend to do to him will be
effectieO

ODo wu think that Hemione and | might be right, that thisyrba the
only way to truly kill him?0

Olt mg beO agped Dumbledor@Ofcoursel do not knav that any more
than pu do | sense thaby hope that is the caseitiis you feel gu need not
blame gurselffor what happened toga sa agin, of coursethat yu need not
blame gurselfin any casé®

Ol hope that | can not blamgself at some poirt), said Hay ruefully
OThat would be niceand | do seeoyr point, i€just thatE vell, | dordneed to
explain, gu knaw haw it is for med

OOnly too IO said Dumbledoreagely O¥u will stop blamingoyrself
at some point, as | did. It is simply a questionheinO He paused, then added,
OWe should stop for tonighto! fell aslgelater than usual, aneuywill want to
be at full aléness tomaowO Hary nodded, andas aslgeagin.

* * % % %

Harry avoke to find that he &s the only one in his aaitory. A look at his
clod told him that it \&s sesnthirty, a little later than he usualty gp Winter
vacation had teéaically begun, so he had no official commitmamishe as glad
to get the extra slpe

He dhanged into his daclothes and left the doitory. Heading to the
portrait hole he vas intergated ty Andrea Creey ORofessor!O

He looled over to see that she hadhrover from where she had been
sitting with the other second year gmisidled around a copy thie Rophet. OHi,
Andrea. Bu hae the paper already?0
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OYu oot up kind oflated she noted. He took a fevpstever to look at
the paper eer the girlsO shoulders as thegdooi and geted him. Ol ofin
beliee YuEO Andrea held her wrist with her hand.

OGood onau, | sgO said Seas sitting neagpwith Dean. OBut wimot
his nek while pu were at it?0

Bet thatnot the first time Iej askd that, he thought. @ energ of
love doeslike violenc® he said. OMeato be conceed that ifl try to kill him
and fail, | could lose the ability to useati member yntalk last eek about
Dumbledore and GrindeadO

OBut gu took off his hand) Seaus pointed out. ®&tdkind ofviolent.
Could pu hae donesg, a whole am, or a leg?0

A few of the girls made OewwwO nGiltidsas to be for aad reason, it
cardjust be violence for the sai(f it,O explained Hgr Olgdhard to explain, but
let®just sathat if| was in a frame ahind where | could teloff his ams and
legs for no god reason expt that heDbldemot, it would be a frame ahind
where | couldBuse the eneypf loveO Eboing Kingsleg@omment from
yesterda he added, Olwgs wu a lot ofpower, but thera(xind ofa priceDa
feeling that violence is just unptakle | know that mg be hard for people to
understand, but | dé@mind it. IOm nobing to beat ®ldemot with violencel
just had to et that bracelet ofiimO

@\nd the vand vas buning hotD pointed out one difie girlsOHe couldd
have used it li& that anyey. Didn®you see the picture?O

Otah, that did look naglyaknowledgd Seams as Hary gave the girl an
inquiring look. She tned to another pagf the Rophet, and he waa few
pictures whit Hugp had oliously gtten as imags from Kingsley@emoy. One
was ofhim and Bright, Brigst®and extended, Hgrholding up his to showhy
he could®shale Brightthand. Tiere vas a small imagf a magnifying glass
hovering @er his hand, indicating that holding thedvaer the spot auld
magnify that paiof the pictureAnother picture as a closap of his head and
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shouldersdirty and bloodied, from soon after he had netr Belar the picture
was a quote: Ol D@Escape Him, He Escaped ®l¢lay remembered timg
said it, but somehoit seemed different as a picture caption, merbkd#sting
than heintended for it to sound.

OSpwhatthe plan foracation?O askSeams with a gn. OGo finish
him off?0

Ol vould, if | knew where to find hi@,he nglied gimly.

Searus raised his eyelr® evidently not heng expected that aresw
OYu really ardbafraid ofhim, are gu?0

ONgO Hary replied quietlyMore to himselthan to the other$ie added,
ONg right nav, hefafraid ofmeO He left, and headed out ¢b loreakfast.

As he exited the pivait hole he @t an impression from Haione via
Fawkes Don®sa anythingo anyneaboutlastnight,shesentHe got animage of
Ginny, and an emotional impressiorbeing upset.

He wanted to send blathe question, day mean she is upset, or that she
might be upset, but hesisure what to send to clarify it. He realized that
comnunicating with a human through a phoemig quite different from
communicating with a phoenix. Hewd hae no need to cary the abstract idea
of future or past todvkes; he wndered ifhe and Hanione should went some
visual shahand for congats that phoenes vouldrduse Having an idea but
wanting to understand her thinking, he seri, begy?

Sheaflike to do what | did, but she @not the sameay sent Hemione
Remembershesensitie about thisWe should talk about this yately beforeou
sg anything to her

We didribdo anything wrong, he sent. IOnratefyl for whatgu did, it
really helped.

| know, and IOm glad, shgliedl as he neared the Great Hall.it@not
wrong, but igbetter to be careful evdo®want Ginnyg¥eelings toej hut if we
can &oid it. Trust me and talk to me pately as soon aguycan.
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Uneasyhe entered the Hall. He had some ideehpfthere could be a
problem, but asisure wi it should be sha big thingHeading to his usual
spot, he sat; all his friendsrevalready ther@nd most had apparently already
finished their food. Ol think tisaa®out as late asuycan gt up and stilleg foodd
remarled Fon. OOfcourseyoué a tedwer, so pu could alays @t houseshes to
delver to yur quaters Did you need extra sleérom talking to Dumbledore too
long?0

He shook his head.uStlhad some trouble gieegO He felt oddly guilty
even though he euld hae gien the same anemif Hermione had®talled to
him the night before

Ginny gve him a sad look, and rieag her hand across the tabl¥u
know you can alays talk to meeen if you think | might be asleeMy hand might
not wake me upbut the pendant probablpwdO He took her hand and nodded,
but said nothing

OWéll, Hary, therealready fallout from yestgi@asaid Hemione handing
him her copy othe Rophet. As he opened it, another copy fell on tap GMNice
timing® he said, in the directiontioé avl that dropped it.

OWell, heprobably beenaiting for a halhour for yu to shey, so he
could drop it and be on hisy® pointed out Neville reasonably

Harry shugged. OSoyO he called out facetiously to theadieg owl, then
opened the papdranding Hanione bak hers There vere tvo main frontpage
atticles: one about Hg®abduction, and one about thedks being killed.
Looking at the bottom dahe pag, he found the one Helione vas refeing tq
titled, OCalls Gvdn Ministy For Summay Execution OfDeath Eaters In
Custody) Hay looked up at Henione and raised his eyatspshe aye him a
small shmg and gstured for him to read.

In the wake of yesterday€Death Eaterattackson the Aurors and
Harry Potter(seearticlesabove)in which bveAurorsdied, wizardsand
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witchesbothin andout of the Ministry startedspeakingoutin favor of
a temporaryre-instituting of capital punishmentto be meted out to
thoseinvolvedin DeathEaterattacks.

The Ministry itself hastakenno positionon the matterasyet, but
sourcesinside the Ministry say that they are looking at the idea
favorably An Undersecretaryvho requestecanonymitywas quotedas
saying,Oldon®like it especially;it isn®@what any of us would really
prefer But enoughis enoughWe haveto protectpeople,to protectour
citizens.How manyhavedied at the handsof escapedeathEatersAf
theyOradead,they won®kill any more. This is the only thing these
peopleunderstand.O

There are, of course,plenty who believe that even a temporary
returnto capital punishmenis goingtoo far. O¢s,it@ a dire situation,O
agreeda high Ministry ofbcial. OButthe statekilling peopleis not the
answer,we mustsimply do a betterjob of holding on to thosewe have.
We valuelife, andfor usto Kill in cold blood sendshe wrong message
to our children: that any action can be justiped in the right
circumstancesSomethingsaresimply wrong.O

All agreethatemotionsarerunninghigh in the wizardingworld in
recentdays. Over the pastweek and a half, twenty-bPvewizardshave
died,andmanymorewould havebut for ProfessoPotterandthosewho
havelearnedto usehis Killing Curseshield.Overthe pastyearandtwo
months sincelastyear® attackon the village of Hogsmeadethirty-two
Death Eatersin Ministry custody have escapedA jail to replace
Azkabanis in the early stagesof construction,in high secrecy but it
will not be completedfor sometimebtimeenough,manyfear, for those
in custodynow to befreed yetagain,to kill yetagain.

Conversationdast night with residentsof Hogsmeadeand those
shoppingin Diagon Alley suggestthat signibcantsupportexists for
such measuresThree years ago, public opinion was Prmly against
capital punishment. But as the quote above from the Ministry
Undersecretarysuggests, many who do not approve of capital
punishmentin principle may be willing to supportit in this particular
situation. Furthermore twenty-two were capturedin yesterdayattack
on the Aurors, putting further strain on the Ministry@® ability to guard
dangerougprisoners.

¥ 876 ¥



Minister of Magic RudolphusBright hasnot yet spokenpublicly
on this matter and was unavailable for comment yesterday after
spendingthe afternoonmeetingwith the Aurors and ProfessorPotter
thenwith Ministry ofpbcialswell into the evening.

OVaw, this has gften really ba@, said Hay upon finishing the tale Ol
didndrealize peopleese this ready to do tids

OYu can see the appeal, thoOgipinted out Harione Olt wuld sole
one problem on a practicald®pu dor®have to leg prisoners ifouCw killed
them allDand nobody cay ey do®deseve it. [t©also more palatablené sg
it® Otemposdd | mean, it probablguid be but they® still talking about killing
people From a moral point ofiew obviously it doesfreally matter whethesitO
Otempongd or not, but it sounds befter

Harry gunted in ageement. &% it® temporay until thers®o one left to
kill. After that, theyOll stop

Ol think they mean, tempgrantil \bldemot is defeate®, sugested Bn.
OuUntil then, any Death Eater thetsgaptured, thsi® You knaw, HaryO he said,
looking at Haty solemnlyOl caBsay | think this is a totally bad ideaelikat
Undersecretgrblole said, | dalike it. But havever many they ka right nev
could @t out at any timend theg&ill agin, ve knav that for sur®

OOlviouslyweGeralready discussed this ®tsgid Hemione Ol
understand whatdR sgs but | just caget nyselfto agee to hee a parin
killing peopleno matter ha much they desee it. It&a moral issuand it
should®have anything to do with the practical aspectaipsituatio®

Ol do®think you can sgarate ther@ respondedoR. Olt seems more
morally wrong to meo let innocent people die to protect tesliof Death
EatersDO

Oltdto protect a principl&n, not the Death Eaters®4D snapped
Hermione Olfyou sg it that vay, you male it sound li& anpne who opposes this
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is proDeath EaterThat®©hawv politicians talk when thewmt to mak their
opponents look bad. &read enough political stbff naw, | know how it worksO

OWll, | did®mean that, ahiouslyO concededoR. O¥u knav what |
mean®

Ol assumeéarry, you€2 still not in feor of this right?O asl Hemione

He gimaced slightl{Dl do see the point, andE | héithought about
capital punishmentudh before this yeabut whenesr | do navy, | think of Sirius
If they@had capital punishment thenoid neer hae met hin®

OWell, olviously we® have to be really carefdlsaid &.

OYu mean, only kill the guilty ones?0 respondeddrersardonicall@|t
does®dwork that vay. Feople mak mistaks; ifyou hae capital punishment,
innocent people will emtually dieAzkaban as a liing hell, but at least a person
could be tadn out ifit tumed out they are innocer®

OBut IOm talking about whes¢dit@porarO pointed outdd. Ol think &
can be pretty sure that ang the Airors cati like this is guilfyand this wuld
only be until the end dhis situatio®

OThat®trueO she concedednd IOm not happy at the thoughbDefath
Eaters escaping and killing anyaf, or angne for that mattetOm just gag, it
a really hard issuedor®ervy you, HaryO He gve her a puzzled look, not
understanding what she meantu@y ging to be asid what gu think, publicl®
she said sympathetically

OTen 101l gavhat | think) he nalied, still not understandingyhe felt
it would be sut a problem. OD@w think | should@O

ONg IOm not gimg that. It justE could be complicatedn&¥1 would s
is, you should definitely talk to Avibald beforequ s& anythingYou hae to be
careful, gur words hae impacO

O'¢s thattrueO ageed NevilleOdst ask any ahe dozens opeople here
whoGe/been called Ounbalids moronsO in the pastkd
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Ol did®quite mean that kind @fpact) said Hemione though knwing
that Neville \as joking

Ol guess | should find him, seleeging anywhe® said Hay. Ol
should talk to Kingsletoq see what theutors thinkO

OConsidering what happened yestééta not sure their opinion will be
the same as it usuallyudO sugested Neville

OsStrictly from the point efew ofthe AurorsO best interesteydbe for
it,O said Hemione OBetaen that and their emotional resppits®uld be a pretty
strong statement gdrinciple for them to oppose it, anyg impression idthat
they tend to takespecially principled positions; mostrorgtions takpositions
that refect their interest8ut, who knas; they might not em hae a unified
position at all. duGwtold me hw they alays argu® Neville nodded in
ageement.

Svallaving a bite ohis food, Hany said, ONanally that vould be enough
to think about for one mamg But not todg | get to @ do some opehrain
surery.O

OSounds kind @fim when gu put it that \syO remasdd Rn.

Olt feels kind ofrim© said Hay. Ol mean, his life is ity tmandsand ifl
male one mista€ well, | try not to think about what could hapgzn.

Oltdnot lile that, HatyO said@hsy earestly OHis life ended, in angyw
that matterswhen he had the Cleansing ddbeé just tying to gie it bak to
him. If it does®work, then he®o verse off; | dothink you could mad him
any verse off Not with love. Even if he ends up not able to function, owd be
in a better &y than he is v 1@ rather be dead than thayine is nw; | know
that. Exen before | knew that dead peomempere Albus i$@ have felt that \ay.
You€® giing him alsancenot taking one from himléRselook at it lile thatd

He nodded reluctantignd contined vorking on his food. He difieel
like eating, andomdered ifit was nevousnessHve mirutes laterhe glanced up as
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McGonagll stood behind him. Oldari know you are not finished, but could |
have a vord with pu?0

He oot up and wlked with her to the telaersO tabBefore she could
speak, he said, OIOIl be there as soon as IOm done wit® bbezddfaatsed
eyebravs he added Abus told me thatoy would ask that. He also said stged
up all night with Rfessor Snap&ou rrust be tire®

She shook her head. Ol had himemak a \kefulness @tion. It was a
good idea, in the sense thatiteghim something to do while waited. hen |
had him mad a Calmingd®ion for himself; he reluctantlyegd to do so

OThere is another thinBrofessor Snapeowld \ery much like, when pu
go in, to dispense with any small talk. He told me that he toleratediit in y
sessions because he knew tleeg difficult for gu, and batting first madeoy
comfortable In this situation, it is he who needs to be caatiflerthough e both
understand this is stressful fouas wll. Nonethelesthe fever words the
bettetO

Ol shouldBbe suprisedd he said. ONot that it matteus is he any less
mad at me than heawyesterg@0O

Olt is understandable that yould wonder what dege of hostility pu
will be facing) she said. OHe is somewnhat lesswaitiy yu, though that is not
sging nud. It is more a feeling oésignation naO

With a wy smile he said, @¥ mean, lis what more caroy expect from
an addldsrained seanteenyearold O

OSomething &khat, ye® she aged, with the barest siiles

OBetter than yestey@ahe said with a smalligh©IOIl be there soon. Oh,
by the vay, is Ardiibald still here?hiErefsomething | ant to talk to him abo@.

OHe thoughtop might; | happened tam into him earlieHe is still hege
so | will ask him to remain for a whiee has plenty afssgs to mark, todep
him busy) She paused, seeming to think for a few seO@uisd lugO she said
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solemnlyOl do believthat wu will do fin€d He nodded his thanksd sheaye
him a briefpat on the shoulder as shadkad avay. Hary retuned to his seat.

His friends contimed the coversation theg®een hang while he tadid
to McGonagll, not disturbing him as he finished his food. After taking his last bite
he looled up at the other®¥u all @ing to the Buow?0

Some nodded, but Hafone said, OlOaing to stg for a whileget stared
on corecting the exams; | ddwant to lege them all to the last roie 101l be
along latermaybe in time for ludit® Come to ynoffice after gué@ done with
Snapeshe sent to Har norverballyHe made eye contact with her to indicate his
aknowledgment.

Harry stood, sang, O\ll, IOm afSeequ all late®

O1tdll be findary,O said&syGinny kissed him on thheek, and load
into his eyes with an expression thateyed confidenceéle thankd them, then
headed out ofhe Great Hall, tward SnapgeQuaters

He stood in the hall outside Snapedrers getting himselinto the same
mental state he did before sessions with Sitamegh it vas a ery different
situation, it seemeddila @od idea, especiallyShape as @ing to be emotionally
difficult. Five mirutes laterhe knoked on Snape@oor whidh opened
immediately

Harry walked in, noticing that Snapg@eaters vere as spam as his office
Snape was sitting on his sofa, staringiatb space in front dfim. Hary walked
over and took thehair nearest the sofa as Snapddan. OBady?0 he ask

Ol would like you to do the Ell-Body Bind on me beforely begin, so
there will be no thrashi@gSnape requestedrdy Ol wuld also prefer to be
Silenced: if need to speak, | will look atyO

Hamry nodded. OBefore | $tdwant to seequr memoy of being
Cleansed. I&seen dldemot§ but itOll be helpful to searg as ellO With a

¥ 88l¥



small nod, Snape let iHaknow that he could see it any tirGéee it in the front
of your mind; | mg want to look at it sometimés

Well, thought Haw, | knov what IOmogng to do as well as | eer will. He
put Snape in theul-Body Bind, Silenced him, then called up the same ynemor
that \bldemot had. Snape stad to scream in pain at treEywvmemoy, then as
Harry applied the ener@f love as he had toollemot, Snape screamediyy
differently; Hany could tell that it as different ean though thereag no sound.
He kept it up and Snapeas unconscious afteremty secondslary contirued
for another miate not sure ha much longer he shouldde going

With Snape still unconsciptbkary looked agin for the memarof
Snape(Tleansing, with a little more difficultywioat Snapeagiassisting him.
Finally locating it, he skipped ahead to the second yneotldemot called up
Harry called it ypand stdaed applying the engrgf love to it. He wndered ho
many memoriesoldlemot used when doing the Cleansing; he knew he had to be
patient. Snape had not yetaiagd consciousness whenriaiad finishedbadne
hoped he had finished, iasvdifficult to knaDwith that memugrlt® rmuch better
when heunconscioyshought Hany. | sure hope #@s effecte. He looled for
the third memar Voldemot had used when Cleansing SnapeE

Responding to his knkcHemioneoffice door swung open; Itar
entered and satwa heaily into the guest®air OTired?0 sheexbk
sympathetically

He thought for a few secon@@Kind oflike, emotionally tired, or mentally
tired. 1t®a lot ofconcentration, a lot giressur®

OHav did it @? Hav® he doing?O

With an expression that gagted that he himsetfst®sure he relied,
Oltdhard to knev haw it went, for nav. As for hav he€doingE heery weak, |
guessqu could sa He had a lot ofE pain, discomfpwhateer you want to call
it, in the past hour and a halé een though he©onscioyshienot really with it
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right now. | dor®know how long itOll be before wnav anythingMcGonagll®
with him right naO

ODid wu need his help whilewdid it?0 she ask

@\ couple oftimes | asid him hev something felt, ithere vas any
difference betaen then and a few rates ag, but after the first fifteen mites
he wasi®in any condition to really amsvguestiond think it was lile, | was
rubbing pats of his brain na, and whengu hae that kind ofpain for that long, it
stats getting hard to gethat one thing is better oonge than anotherasled him
mainly because lanted to kne if an area as doneWhen | went over an area for
the second timé seemed to cause less pain than the firsstinhéook that as a
good sigrO

Hermione shook her head in amazemengliQOWuess thesathe \ay
weOll kv whether it as really successful or notaffer heQecoered, gu can
use the Imperius Charon him successfyltien veOll knvaO

OOfcourseitOll be a while before ty thatD he said. OBut | see wbat y
mearQ

After a sharpauseshe said, OlOnmgdr| made gu uncomforable
earlierwhen | sentgu that pu should®sa anything to Ginny wasi®saing
you should near tell herjust that | wanted to talk togu first. | vas afraid that
you® just sit den this moning and mention it, and she mighteha bad
reactior®

Ol knev shesensitie about i) said Hay, Obut wuldrDshe be happy
that yu helped me?0

Hermione€¥ace réécted her uncinty OOn one le¥, yesiOm sure she
would. But Hary, this is ging to be an issue besw pu and herl hope i€not
much of one but you remember what happened on thealdhe attempt on
BrightO

OBut gu said she apologized for that lateDon.
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Doing her best to be patient, Heone said, OShe apologized for being
snippy with menot for the feelings she hads f&ally understandable thatdsheO
sensitrte about thisHary. You and | are really closed gnerallyshe has no
problem with that, pdy because she and | arehggood friends tooShe knars
what our relationship But since | gt Hora, there are motwo ways that gu and
| can commnicate without ards and both are arguabBmyE intimate. | mean,
comnunicating directly with feelingsthout vords is vonderful. | wish | could do
it with Neville You made me feel reallyogl that dg and | knav | helped a lot last
night. IOm notydag | should®have done it; gu really needed it, anddsvery
glad that | could helpy. But Ginny mahave mided feelingsand | veanted to
male sure gu were avare ofthatO

Harry was still confused, and thinking that he sh@kdrthat there as
something okious he asigetting ODo gu mean sheOll wish thoat lyad®
done it?0

ONQg | mean sheOll wish she coutddaxplained Haione OSheOll also
wish that gu had called her on her pendant anddélix herYou heard what she
said earlieeven without knwing that | helpedoy like | did. If you€® in distress
she vants wu to real out to herso she can helpuy. [t®up to wu to decide
whether or not to mention to her what | did last night. IOmyjust, s&you dqg be
aware that it could be a sensitiopic She might not ew tell pu that she@pset,
if she isbecause she might be ashamédeedihg that @. Two months ag it just
sott of spilled out, because sreswpsed

OBut | shouldbbe hiding things kkthis from hershould I? | mean, |
dondfeel lile there w&s anything wrong with what happened, but hiding ésritak
feel lile it vas wron®

She nodded. Ol knathat©wty the situation is delica¥®u probably just
didrdthink of calling heryou were alone withoyr thoughts\Well, not reallybut
usually people in that situatiooud be You didrdask me for hep just offered
it. You might think, neither afs did anything wrong, soyshould she be upset?
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Well, if sheupset, it suldr®be at pu or | exacthjust the situationbthe situation
where because abt haing a phoenix and not doing Legilimesiog cabhave
the kind ofconnection withgu that | hae. That©not her fault eithgit® really
understandahlé another wman, egn a friend, had those connections with
Neville and | did® | might feel the sameyvIt® nobodgdault, but it has to be
dealt with, or at least thought abOuit.

Hamy took a miate to think. He felt lost, not surewhat to doODo gu
think | should tell heor not tell her?0

She let out a shiosigh. Ol ddbknow: In principle the best thing to do is
tell her but it®also riskieShe \as upset withoy last time p#y because ahe
timing of you telling her whabw did, after she said it kindlodthered her
Honestlythere areapd points and bad points for either.oree reason to tell her
would be becausely dordwant to ke any secrets from her; the reason not to
would be thatgu knawv it might upset heand thers@o paticular need for her to
knowO

OHae you told Nevilleor will yu?0

She nodded herlamwledgment othe petinence ofthe question. Ol
haverdhad a bance to talk to him pately but the anser is noIOm notajng to
go out of my way to tell him. He igbas bothered about this subject as GinnyPat
least, not that | ko ofBbut | dosee any reason to specifically mentiontie If
asled if it® been especially helpful for us to be able to eoivate lik we dg 10
sg yesand ifhe askd for an exampléd tell him. | do®mean for this to be a
secret, Hay, or that there@nything wrong with it. IMe Neville and wu love
Ginny; they both ke that. | just hae to think about Nevilkf@elings in some
situationsand pu do with Ginnylt® hard for gu, for both ofyou, the vay your
life is You just hee to decide whicone pu think is betted

He sighed in mild éistration. Ol d@know whid is betterthatthe
problemO
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OIOm sy HaryO she said sincer€y wish | could decide fauy but |
car® | would only sathat pu should®lie If by some stramgdance she astt
me if that kind ofthing had ex happened, lould tell her the uth, and so
should gu. If you stat lying to edt other even with @od intentionsyou could
lose edtothertrust, and that@eally bad.rlist me | knonO she added, with a
velry regetful expression.

OYu neer lied to Nevill® Hary pointed out.

ONQg but | did lose hisuistbO

OBy not telling him somethimgiwhould hae® Hary finished.

OBy not telling him that | did something that violated Vesybi
responded Henione OTis isbthe same thing had an oblition to tell Neville
then, and | didd It® not nearly so clear thatiyhae any pdicular obligtion to
tell Ginny about thiShe knars that v comnunicate ¥ phoenix; & dorgo out
of our way to mention it ety time ve do it. Another reason bwbmention it to
Neville is that while IOm ngfinig to hide it, | ddbwant to ub his nose in it,
either If it comes up naturgliDIl tell hir®.

Harry still felt at a loss as tomto deal with the situation. @WOII think
about itQ he finally said. ©h6t as though | d@have enough to think about
anyvay, though. | still need tadalk to Artiibald, so | suppose I can fit it in
between wrrying about capital punishment, and about whether Snape will be all
right or notO

OMgbe wu could ask him about tRisshe sggsted. OHeas matied for
a long timghis opinion wuld probably be moraliable than mir@

He cave her a Ogize | will nod as he stood. Heddalavn for a second,
then looled at her and said, Ol really do appreciateoutditly After what @
talked about, | feel badysag thisbut talking to Ginny on our handsuMdr®have
helped as oth as that did. | hadrealized he weak vords arecompared to
feelingsl wish | could do that with hepaO
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OlIf it ever comes ugell her thaf) urgd Hemione O%u ca®do the same
thing with herbut itOll mean something to her thafdyike to be able td&Even if
you think she wuld knav that, pu should sait anyway.O

He nodded amjn. OSeey bak at the BurowO he said, and left.

He wasr®sure whether to look in DentigQaters or his offigeso he
cheked the mapthen headed to DentsisQaters OHaty, come ir® said Dentus
after opening the door in response torj@kno&. OHee a sedd

Harry sat in one ofhe two large, comfotable bairs that seemed to be in
ewery teabherquaters at least those he had seen s®fantus put aside the
essgs he had been reading, ag\Haskd, O\Wat are gu doing for gcation?0O

OMineva®askd that | stahereto help ke an eye on thingshe said
with mild arasement. OIOm sure that she made the requeshqfaicular out
of concen for ny safety; she kns that IOm still at ata@r amount ofisk at ny
home It® fairly small, but lauldrdhae gone bak anyvay. | probably will maka
few trips in, see some peoplew about pu?0O

OWldemot probably knas that better than | d¥ou knav what I
prefer whid is to do nothing, just lie around and relax. But whaskifithat®
what 10lleg to dad

OSeems éikou€@ cetting closer to being able to do that, thaégh,
commented Dentu®Te aticle vas conspicuously silent ontaier specificut it
sounded li& you were pretty close to taking him out. One stafigood ludk, and
you might hae himO

One strok of good thinking, and &vmight hee him nev, Hary thought.
He shugged, vanting to complain about hiw stupiditybut managd to simply
sg, Ol really hope.séell, | wvanted to talk togu about this business in the paper
today. What do pu think | ought to do?0

OYu should staout by telling me whaby want to dgd sugested
Dentus OIOm sureuwdor®need me to teloy how you feel about it, just to tell
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you what the political ins and outs areat could happenybu do any paicular
thing Frst of all, | assumeoyé& opposed to thid

O¥s | am. It said in the paper that Bright i@spolen about it yet, so |
guess he haBmade up his mind. Iftalked to him, doqu think hefisten?0

OHafdefinitely listen, but | thinky mean, ©uld he be more k#y to do
what I1®like him to d@ and thaidifficult questiod,said Dentus thoughtfully
lot of it dgpends on somethingeveaknow: whether or not he has strong
personal feelings on the isdtis feelings nyanfluence him oneay or the other
| can tell pu, though, what@hat ifhe views it as a strictly political matteere
his personal feelings ddenter into it, or ar@importantO

OOkg, tell me that, thed,aséd Hary.

Olf that&the casdegping to be for it, for suf@ said Dentu®here
just no political denside to thidt® the practical thing to dand itOlew likely
sare innocentVies Some people will oppose it, a few strobgtymost people
donget exited about matters @finciple sad to saSecurity will abys tump
principle in the public arena. Amdiydor®ewven hae to be for it in gneral to be
for it now, since igCadertised as being only tempgraie can sawhat that
unnamed Undersecretaaid in the ticle and people ould nod and sayesit®a
shamebut the Ministes@ght, something has to be dd#e would also be on the
right side ofpeopleCemotionsit® not hard to imagine a rally through Hogsmeade
or Diagon Alley led ly the relaties ofthe people killed, calling for the Death
EatersO headbat wuld et a lot ofsympati; it would tale a brae politician to
oppose that. And in politiaherea joke that ObraO is shdior Opolitically
imprudentO

OThere is also a bigwnside to opposing this: ibuld put him on the spot
for whateer happens next. ¥ lot of Death Eaters ere brokn out, hebe
blamed, and his popularity could easi¢/ diwould be an enanous bance to
take, and from a straight political pointwaéw isf®worth taking It® not a tough
callo
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Harry recalled that Bright had said that mosthetime he vould do the
thing that gt him the most suppbrather than whatas right. OSuppose he
wanted to oppose it, bubw afraid to for the reasowsigaid. Ifl publicly
opposed it, o much would that help him?0

OQuite a b, said Dentu®bud be giing him cwer, at least for a while
You® essentially beysag, Olfhings @ wrong, gu can blame maot himO Tat
would work for as long a®uyr popularity lasted, and thaid be as long as there
were no escapes and reddyi few killingsOnce gur popularity &ws more or less
exhausted, ftehe on the spot am. Speaking as someone who dasbest
interests at hetathat vould be a hell of thing to riskaur popularity o

OBut whatapd is ny popularityif not to spend on doing the right thing?0
asled Hary.

OOfcourseyou hae to decide th&,conceded Denti3Butgu knav
very well that the lsances othings @ing badly are high. Usirauy popularity for
this would essentially be a Dumbledore thing to dayitdnDlast longYou might
be able to do better things with iyaiu kept it. Suppose something conersial
needs to be done at some point to helf dtilemot. If you spend it on this
you \ery likely von®have it therO

Olt sounds lkyu€2 sging that | shouldboppose it, @n if | think it®
wrong® obseed Hary.

ONot exactiyt® more lik IOm ging that igCa gmble and not aety good
one You could oppose it, things couldband probahlid®g badlythen pu
could losequr inluence and the esutions wuld happen anyy just laterl
know you€& not about practicalityut thatwvhat gu hae me foO

Oust out ofcuriositysuppose Bright looks at it from just a political point
of view and | tell him that IOrigg to do eerything | can to oppose thiSould |
succeed in stopping it, and is there hagae that sndoing that wuld dhang his
mind? That is would the politicslang for him?0
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Dentus smiled. ©OY really are le@ing; yu wouldrbhae askd this
guestion a hath year ag The anser to the second question is that it almost
cetainly vouldrdchang his mind. Hd®@s, be ny guest; 101l suppity and ifyou
stop it, thagdine but if things @ badly then 101l skaky head sadly andysae
meant well, but look what@appened. HeBe on the right side tifie issue
politically

@\s to yur first question, evcadknow for surebut | think there@
decent bance thatou® be able to stop it, at least for a wHilgou killed or
captured Wldemot fairly soon, it could hold, anoud have stopped it. A lot
would dgend on what happened after that. Bytifygsu made it a cayseade it
a priority you could do a lot to stop ith&ére wuld just be a high risk, and a high
price tag, not just a political @é Hary®queulous expression, Dentus added,
OStpping outside opolitics for a miate, IOm refeéng to what wuld happen if
you stopped it, and ther@sva mass escafmlowed ly an increase in killings
Politically you would be blamed. &se personallyou would blame qurself
That®not something | ant to se®

Harry was silent for a mirke as he pondered what Dentus had said. It
seemed l&ka ery high price to pafor doing the right thingtiudk by a sudden
thought, he askl, @rchibaldE personallynot politicallyhav would you feel ifl
opposed this publicly?0

Dentus nodded sidy, understanding Ha® meaningd1&xhoughtful of
you to ask; | knw it® because darah thatop do But it wouldr®bother me
Personallyl dorBoppose it. IOm all for princjfidet | ca®sacrifice peopteldes
to it like Albus \as willing toNot that people auld definitely digut therata
good dance ofit. If you opposed it, | auld respect that, and suppgu
publicly

OBut, agn in a norpolitical winE | am concened about something, and
that©you. If what | mentioned before happenedi@ysuffer for it, and | ddi
know hav much you can beaon top ofall your other thingdf you stopped it,
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you® be taking responsibility for it.ybu let it passt®just the will obociety; qu
have nothing to do with it eitherayw | just vant to be sureoy understand what
you could be gfting purselfintoO

Hamry®own words to the second yearba@ad in his mind: Ddbgo into
dangr unlessagu knawv what pu€® facinglf he irvolved himseliin this situation,
he would be facing agat moral damy either &y he tiose OIfl could stop it,
and do) am | then responsible for what happens?©rtered aloud, more to
himselfthan Dentus

OYu ca®place all that orour shouldetHaryO Dentus saiggtly Ol
just too nuch. You€& one person, and there are societal forceskahere It® too
mudah to ask ofone person that he risk saamto try to push bdcthose forces
You do so rach as it isGive yourselfa breal®

OThankg) said Hay, appreciating Dentas@ntiment. OlOaing to at
least talk to Bright, see what has$& 1 decide to do anything, 101 tet knaw
before | doBut it is ery tempting to just decide to do nothing fay weeks
excet enjy being with Ginnyand egryone at the BuowO

Ol hopegu can managitQ said Dentus

O101yO said Hay. OOh, there6ne other thing |as thinking about,
about the meeting tomow with the parent$ was verried that some parents
might blame her for what happened lastkyeen though it asi®her fault, and
she catell them hw it happened becausesafcurityDo you think it vould help
if Bright shaved up at the meeting, and told the parengsMdGonagll ca®say
anything about it, and let them writat she has his suppdhat kind ofthing?0

Hary sav on DentusQace an expressiondhsg€en aumber oftimes
before; he thought df as Dentus@it @uld be nice ifife were lile that, but it
isrD expression.e9Y¥ would helpbut hehot @ing to do it. ierenothing in
it for him, and isQisk. The problem for him is that ife does that, Isg@ining her
in assuring the parents that the students will hergsfeing that it happened
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aqain, hetlbe joining her in taking the blaffieere€just no god reason for him
to do thatd

Harry exhaled, @rstrated with politic©hat really seemsE wardlyO

Dentus nodded in sympgtd¥u would put pur life on the line to
suppot a friend, so | can understandywbu would s& that. But, honestlidarry,
if 1 were him, | wuldriddo it eitherlt would be a kind and suppige thing to dp
but it just vouldrdhelp Rofessor McGonadl that nuch. He does suppowhat
you dq | think you knaw that. It&just a matter a§pending political capital where
it® most effeate. Maybe itda little similar to when inly) Fudge askd yu and the
others to protect him.HE costs outeighed the benefitsnd pu dididdo it,
whidh in spite ofwhat happenedas the right decisiéh Seeing Ha® expression
of reget, Dentus addedA@ain, that s not gur fault; he asdcareful enough.
Anyway, | do think puOlle his suppdmwhen pu ask him to do something that
has tangibleeal benefits that offset the political ks

At that moment, Hay wast®so sure othat, but he supposed Dentus
knew better than héele thankd Dentusand left.

Outside Dentus@Quaters as Hary called &vkes he had an odd thought:
he felt as though he reallgnted a hambueg even though it wslundhtime yet.
It just soundedapd. Mgbe ve can g to Diagpn Alley he thought. A year@ade
would hae worried about the daeg nay, he did@ because heaw sure he and
the others could stop anything that happened.

As Hary reabed for FwkesO tail featheas avl fluttered into vieywand
settled on his should@Say, FawkesO said Hay, as Bwkes peroed on Hary®
free shouldeHe stated to valk tovard McGonaagll©office but the vl took
flight, heading in another direction. Ah, shstibe somewhere elee thought.
He follonved the avl to the Great Hall, where he found McGatilaat the tedersO
table

Ol vanted to letgu knawv that a time has been decided for the meeging w
discusse®, she said. Olt will be held atpw. tomorow. The location is being
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kept undisclosed for security reasons; attendees toilttge Ministy, and from
there be directed ftiner. You and Hemione should@to Auror headquéers;
they will tak you from there

OOkg thank® he said. OOhpfessorE what do gu think, about the
thing in the paper this mmong?0

OBking a swey are pu?0 she ask with a shravexpression. @W
there is enough dklbus in me that | do not suppat: Killing is wrong, and while
you already ko that | will condone it under extraordyneircumstancekbeliee
that it is possible teekp prisoners in custody without résay to this Maxinum
measureBave not yetbeenattemptedandl do not beliee in killing for the sake of
revengg, whid | beliee this would be This is society@eng. It is
understandahbléut it is still resngeO

He nodded. GTRNkO

She hesitated for a moment, then added, OBeforeul gpEyl am
concened, that ifyou decide to takthis uponqurselfEO She trailed oéfs he
nodded, indicating that she né@contirue @rchibald already talél to me about
this But, thank®

OW are both conceed, as | am sure others will\bell, yu should g. |
will see gu tomorow, and wu can contact me oryrpendant ifou wishO
Fawkes took light, and they &re @ne

He was suddenly in the iitn at the Buow; Molly and Ginny eve
talking as Molly ppared lunie. OHany!O they ekaimed inlworus Molly stpped
over and huged him tightlythen kissed him on thikezk. Ginny patientlyaited
her tun, then gve him a long kiss on the ligshere©more where that came
fromO she assured him with a smile

Smiling as all, he rplied, OGreat, et upstair®

Molly dwuckled. ODobtempt med responded Ginny

¥ 893 ¥



Looking around, Hay said, O#@od to be bachere It reallyE feels lik
home Funny hav you appreciate that whesuyneer really had @.

Olt varms ny heat to hear gu sg that, dead said Molly as she raaad
her attention to food pparation. ONg go on into the liing room, | think theggd
waiting for puQ

He did, and @as soon igeted i Arthur. OGood to seey, HaryO he said.
He stated to offer his hand, then remembered, and patteg étathe bdc
instead.

OGood to sewyEO Hary trailed offas he loakd past Athur into the
living room. He s&Ron, RinsyHemione NevilleE and to his shég sitting at
the computerE ODudley?O helaixned, eyebns rising high.

Enjoying Hary®expression, Dudlegtgip and approaed him, hand
extended. OHi thereE come to thinkipfmagbe | should®get my hand
anywhere neaoy. You might hee a fashbakO he jokd, comically withdréng
his hand slightly

Ginny stepped @er and ostentatiously l@akat Dudleg@rist. ONao
bracelet, so it should be wkBut yu might vant to shak the hand thatasi®
badly buned yesterg®

O¢s Hary®so absentinded, he@robably forgt, and shakit anyway,0
said Rn.

@\ctuallyit®a lot better togal can mee it around with only a little painDO

OYué still @ing to St. Muno§) thoughO vamed GinnyO$ué2 not
getting out ofthatO

Olf you sg sq dea® he jokd.

Ginny gve him a @w funnyO look. €, it doeslook too bad,
compared to that picture in the paperoted Dudlefdnd before gu ask OwtsatO
he doing here?0 this is the third tirado&@w ger here in the past few months

OYu gave us his eaail addresso veQabeen in contact since gt the
compute® explained #hur. OWQwtalled a fair bit on thehatting softareO

¥ 894 ¥



OThe what?O askHary.

Oltlike a computer eqailent to the notebooksty bought for Bnsy last
yea)O said Ahur, Oit lets people comanicate in writing at a distankRiggles can
do more and more things withieology that ve do with magidAnyvay, we
talked a few timesnd Molly and | told him that he should cones some
weelend when he as fre®

@\nd Mum veouldrfind out about i) added Dudle®Not that | cabdo
what | vant, but | just doBineed the reactid.

Ol can only imagi@eageed Hary, still stunned. ODidy tale the firplace
over?0

Dudley nodded. Olt tws out thers@ public finglace not too far from
Smeltingsso itOno problem. | could do it from hopieit I® have to be careful,
obviously Long as | dobcome home a toad, theyOknkravO

Oust sty avay from Fed and Geowg you should be fin® jokd Ron.

ONay, Dudley 10e told wu that thasCh miscongeion, that people déh
get tumed into toad® admonished Molly

ONotice she difieny the bit aboutr&d and GeoeO said &. OFople
do et tumed into ferets thoughO He wnt on to explain the reference to Dydley
who laughed.

Harry knew that Ahur®interest in Dudleyas mostly due to higmeral
interest in Mugles; he andered whether Mobyéait in getting to knav Dudley
better vas a pdrof her effot to reconcile Hay and the DursleyAs for Dudley
he had no idea, and could only guess that Duakesimply becoming more and
more interested in the wizardingrl. He vendered ithis avn fame made it more
interesting for Dudley

OSpyoué still reading those Intet pags about wizarding?OealsKary.

OMore than thé,said Ahur. OHe(n contact with some tiie people
who write then®

Harry®eyebras shot up agn. @nd they knay who pu are?0
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Dudley tiukled. O¥s it® pretty amazing, just being tydbtter®cousin
gets peoplsinterest. | didbtell them who | as at first, | just said that asva
Muggle with a relat who vas a wizard. log to knav them a little bit, then later |
told them who | &s They vere pretty sprisedd

101l bet, Hay thought. He as impressed that Dudley haghevothered to
do that, considering the hostile reactiomHanew he wuld receie based on the
Sleeter drcle

ODo they asloy all kinds ofjuestions about H3?O aski Rinsywith a
teasing glance at Har

@ fewO he said. Ol just tell them that | ®adan him mch since he ant
to Hogwarts, and that he &s just a nonal kid before that.HEy@ more interested
in what heCloing nw, and | caftell them mch about tha®

OBut they&reading therBphet, arefithey?0 astt Neville

ONot only that, they scan it in and put anything interesting on tQeir site
said DudleyOBut they d@beliee the Pophet tells them ewthing For examplg
just nav, 10 been talking to some peojileey put up the ticles from this
moming, whib is hav | read about it. fey@ sure there@ lot about what
happened that the paper ddimclude that there are a lot gaps in the stg©O

OWell, of course said Hemione OSome thingsvesto be kpt secret, IOmM
sure they understand the need forGhat.

OOh, they kgO arped DudleyOhat doesBstop them from guessing,
though. | think igdkind offun for them, actuallRight ney, the big topic is exactly
how youé ging to end up defeatingemot.O

Hary chudkled. Ofiey shouldBbother they could®possibly guessi.

OOh, soou knaw what it i€ noted Dudlep ey thoughtgu didyet.
They said thay said toqur class thaoy would knav what to do when the
time camewhit meant gu didr®know what it vas | guessagu found out

yesterdgO
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ODotbtell angne ewen tha) said Nevill©hat®seriously something w
dondwant \bldemot knowingO

Ol do®think \bldemot reads these pagp said Dudley light®Tey
complain that hardly any wigs and wizards dBut | won®tell angne anyway,
dondworry. | suppose they couldsggip about it directly to otheasid it could et
out that vay. Even then, it wuld only be aumor. | think anything that@ot in that
paper is more or lessuamorO

Hamry was stunned am. OHw in the wrld do they kna what | said to
my classes? And thaswnly a eek ag!O

O¢s you should be sprisedd said Ginnyvith a straight fac®No one
really taks an interest in anythirayysgO

Ofople wuld find that paicular commentery interesting, considering it
addressed one thing they readigtvio knav abou) pointed out Hatione Ol
assume that someone mentioned it iménog/be more than one person, and it
spread. It could ke een been someone not in that ¢laeswho heard about it
from someone whoagO

Harry shook his head in amazement. Ol gdés=tt€d be pretty careful
what | sg thenO He took Ginny@and and sat on the sofa, putting anaaound
het OBw is it nice to be able to do thisia@ he said, smiling at.l@¥ kind of
got used to it er the summed

OYu sure gu dordjust vant to @ upstairs?O snatkDudley

Seeing an oppoinity too @od to pass ypHary responded, OlQattéred,
Dudley but | really prefer Gingy

The other fie dudkled as Dudleyage Hary an annged look. Ol guess |
walked right into that orf@ he admitted as he saklsivn at the computer

Ron, Neville and Rnsy staed talking about classes and theofterm
examinationahile Hary listened, relar, and enyed holding Ginnyt seemed
very strang for Dudley to be around, but iHaknew he auldrdbe there too
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much over the wacation, ifonly because itas difficult for him to aange. Still, he
wasi®behaing badlyso Hary supposed he di@mind.

After about ten mintes Hary was jolted out ohis reerie OHeg said
Dudley OIOm talking with a few people in Hogsneeatithey setheir magic ish
working®

Harry and the others eéhangd vorried glance©Do gu suppose they
could hae planted lutas in Hogsmeade also@0 Gakny

Ol cafdsee wi not, it vould be easier thaetting them into HogatsO
said Hemione

OHav many people areysag that, Dudley?0 edlAthur.

OTwE no, a third said so tpand he said no one in his family@amaid
Dudley looking at the screen intently

@rthur,O said Hay, Og to the Airors get Winston. Ifwe hae to @bO

OShouldbwe @ anyvay, just as a precaution?@askemione urgntly Ol
mean, what ifDO

OThey satherestrang sound® reorted Dudleyas Hary and Ginny
stood. Ofpping noisesE it sounds éikhey® describing gunfireDO

Fawkes and Bra burst into vievabae Hary and Hemione ORpulsion
Chams!O he said unnecessarily as Ginnyoarttif@w ams around his shoulders
Arthur dashed for the fiplace and they are @ne

On the main road in Hogsmeadary looked around as Herione
Neville and Rnsy arved. There vere no olious assailantsut he could ne also
hear magine gun fire in the distan€Groups ofwo, dordworry about Stunning
them, just let them shoBtsugested Hany, worried that a lug/ shot while a
Stunning Spellag being doneowld hit just as thecRulsion Chan was devn.

He knew that thedRulsion Chan tended to last for abowtdiseconds ithe user
wasiDfocusing on &ing it @ing, but he didbwant to tak een the smallest
chance that one dfis friends wuld become sownlved in Stunning attkers that
they®forget to update thedRulsion Chan. Heetinglyhe realized thesens
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different instuctions than he@iven aginst the mercenaries ipp®enber but he
had no time to stop anconder wiy.

Harry ran off Ginny©hand in hjsas the other fouremt the other gy
down the road,weay from Hogvarts He gt closer to the sound tiie gunswhen
suddenly he heard mpf®m a new direction. He and Ginnyhtd a camer and
sav a man with a gun, his kgatially tuned from them. Ginny shot o#f
Stunning Spell immediatelgd the manent davn.

ONext timgjust yell, let him shoGtsaid Hay, almost shouting, conoed
for Ginny®safetyOThere could be snipéds

OWat®a sniper?0 adkGinny

Hamy ran agin, deciding to explain it lat®t. ook!O heataimed. He
pointed to a spot four buildingsag where four men with nfane guns tured
the coner, and stded firing into a home through the windoHe and Ginny
broke into a un. He shouted, OHey!@dWere!O

Seeing Hay and Ginnythe gunmen opened fitewas strang Hary felt,
to run into gunfire rather than dadgvay from it. Expecting to see the gunmen g
down, Hary was stated to see the scerteaag dramatically: in an instant, the
gunmen wre on the @und, wrapped in ropeand Hemione vas standing in
front of he and Ginnytwo yards aay.

They came skidding to a stOptat theEO gped Hany. He glanced at
Ginny who pointed to her nlecthen to Hemione Ah, he realized, the time-
stopping device

Oltdall under control, andufors and St. Mun® emergncy people are
hered Hemione infomed them. Qiey@ looking for argne in their homes who
might be hur Ron, Nevilleand Rnsy are Apparating peopl®in.

Harry®first thought &s to helpbut then he had a better idea. Ot g
to Apparate around, sed ifan sense any Death Eaténey vouldrdbe
attaking, but they might be negfbAs he spekhe @t an impression from
Fawkes that Bwkes and Bra had lookd around, and hafiget seen any lutas
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nearly. Exchanging a glance with Hgone he sa that Fora had infamed her as
well.

OGood ided, said Hemione OIOmomng to @ help with muing peoplel
just vanted to letgqu knaw what had happen@dShe Disapparated.

OComing?0 heediGinny

OYu bet. ¥u should Apparate me around, siocg®y the one wheO
deciding where too®

He stated to Apparate them from place to pléd¢ehe fifth placethe end
of the main road oHogsmeadeéhere \es a man in blecobes unning tevard
him. He immediately applied the Imperius i@hand the man came to a stop a
few feet in front oHamry and Ginny

OWio are gu?0 askl Hary. OWiat are gu doing?0

OIOm Norbesimmong® the man péied. OlVie oser therel was just
taking a wlk and | heard the sountlgias coming b&do find out what as @ing
onO

Harry lifted the Chan. Olall right, Qalen care g he assured the man.
OWe@ dedking for Death Eaters who still might be aroundysdrad to do
thatO

The ma® eyes widened. IiT vas the Imperius ChaPO

Harry nodded. OSgrwe hae to .0

His hand on GinngGhouldethe Disapparatedaig. In the field where the
Sotting had been donthey sa nothing He Apparated to a placethar out of
Hogsmeadeand sa another man in a bkaobe about tventy yardsveay, also
running, butaay from Hogsmeadélary Apparatedary close to the man, and
applied the Imperius Clmaythe man collapsed, screaming

Harry looled tavard where the man had beenning He could see
nothing exept an old tennis racquet on thieund fifteen feet ahead. As the Death
Eater stopped screaming and passed out, hevead tb

OHary? What are gu doing?0

¥ 900 ¥



Ohis could be abO

OHary, no!O screamed Ginny asrigrabbed the racquet. Hisrd spun,
and he s suddenly in a jurded. He loogd around to see life®been seen; there
were a few peoplbut apparently his appearance baé gnnoticed. Dropping
the racquet, he loelt around, and realized his taa& hopelesslo doubt one
had to find anotherdftkey to retun to basgand there &re literally thousands of
things that it could be; he coufidtat picking up eerything Frustrated, he pied
up the racquet ag, and in a secondas\bak where he had been before

The Death Eaterag in ropesunconscious/ery anxiousGinny ran up to
Harry. @ire you all right?0

He nodded. Oltas just a jurykard. Olviouslyto et to Death Eater
headquaers you hae to knav whid item in the junyard is the dttkeyO

OSo wherpy gabbed that thingpy were hoping to be tak to their
headquaers?0O

OSomething &khat) he aged.

Her mouth dropped open in stkaand angr. @re you serious? Day
know how incredibly stupid thatas?O she yelledu@fg into Death Eater
Central alonevhen there could Y@been a hundred Dark wizardstwg for pu?
That vas pur plan?0

OThey could®hae done anythingbO

OYu€ not indestrctible!!O she screameau®éuld be killed! And ybu
keg on doing things kkthat, gu will be! Do gu knaw how hard this is for me
just what happens all the time ayHav hard it vas not to saanything
yesterdaafter pu ignored Albus@aming? | didsa anything about that,
because | kwowhy you went, yu had to help theukors If |@ been therd©®
have been bagjng and pleading fooly not to @, but | knav you® have gpne
anyvay. But this? fiis is sSoEO she trailed ofit a loss for avds

Harry had nesr seen her so aggand felt bagined, defengg, and angy
himself Ol vas @ing to sy they could®have done anything beford @ able to
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Disapparatevay. | wast®planning on taking all ®fiem on. | s @ing to
Disapparateand @t you guys and theutors and @ inO

ODid wu hear anything | just said?0 she demanded, still sk6tity
acting lilke there &s no risk in whaby did. There vas a hug risk! But IOm not
only talking about it as something tactical, IOm talking as the person whose life is
going to be wined ifyou get killed! Wuld you please think about itdikhat for a
minute? Wiat if | went munning offinto who knavs what daregy without a
thought? Wuld that bothergu?0

He stared at heangy and tying to calm den. He did®ansver, because
he knew it wuld bother him. Ol i to fight \bldemot, | have to do things lik
thisO

OYu hae to fight \bldemot, but yu dori®ave to do things likthisO she
said with intensity>6u dor®have to @ running through @y door not knaving
where itOll lead. | kmbow badly gu want to gt himbO

ONpg you dorf)O he shouted, as Hisst tightened. He felt tears threaten,
and vas amazed atWwdast it had happened. OlehtbEO

Her angr faded somewhatptaced i sadness and compassion., Givo
don® You hae nothing to makup for | know you feel like you dqg but yu dor®
Pleasedorbdo this to gurselo

Ol should he had him yestergfa he said quiettioing his best to hold
bad his emotiongOMgbe iOOunderstandabled that®didn| should haeEO

OThat®&doneHary. All you can do is whabwy can do from ne forward.
If you made a mistak/estergdand | dobaccet that yu didbbut en if you
did, you can only ma&kup for it ly doing betteiby thinking betterAnd this vas
not good thinking, it &s a ldcof thinking It was unning into a damgous
situation totally blin®.

He stared at hehis emotionshziming, tying to verk out what he
thought. She relaed out and took his left hand in h@gdst promise me one
thing® she said, her toreyseriousOhe next timegu want to do something
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like this tale me with gu. Take me and | ven®complain, no matter whaiwydo
If it® safethere$ho ham in taking meand ifit® not, then trather die withou
than lve alon®

OBut gu might dieand | might YieO he pointed out.

OThen at leastpy@® still be alieO she said, looking into his eyes

Olf you vere gne | wouldrbcared he said.

OThatrightD she aged. Ofink about that, and pubyrselfin my
position, the next timey do something kkwhat gu just tried to doYouOll
understand he it males me feed

He suddenly understood, in @& Wwe had®thought ofbefore More not
thinking, he thoughuefully Beforeif he risked his lifehe diddreally think
about hav it would affect argne but himselHe nav realized that he had to think
about his wn life with the alue equal to what he placed on Ginbg€ause that
was what it meant to hend ifit was impotant to herit had to be impatant to
him.

She sa the realization in his eyasd stpped forvard to hug him. OIOm
sory,O he said, as he buried his head in her sh@sddenc for not
understanding koyou feel as for taking therkeyO

ORlationships are hard, Albus said so wheaheieO she said, holding
him tightly OBr someone inour position, who has the burdeos hae, it® een
harder It® hard for gu to think about he things affect méecause thegGo
hard for yu anywy. | understand that, | really.dalo ny best to be tolerant.stO
justE sometimes | cdbdeal with something, dikhis Sg this happer®

He contiued holding heunable to think o&nything to saexept the
one thing he could ays sy Ol loe YouO he said.

Ol lave You, toqO she ansned. She lebgf him, then redmed up and
touched his faceDLet me askyy, and | promise lon®be upset at either
ansverE if you had to boose beteen taking thatdrtkey with meor not doing

it, whidh would you hae done?0
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He found that he diddhave to think hard. Olouldr®have done i©

She nodded sy, OThere wu arel just vant yu to think ofewery risk
you tale for yurselfas ifit were one for meog because it.3

He breathed degy; then said, OIOm afraiddié that, 101l be paralyzed with
fear Sometimes | think that not thinking about the etaif@m in is gaof what
gets me through @.

Ol can understand that. But it still dbelsang hawv | feel. Mgibe thers@
middle area somewheandere gu can at least consider it without being paralyzed
by it. dist, pleaseale a second to think about thidys

OEernyone legs telling me thatpy® think I listen at some poif.
Gesturing to the Death Eater on theund, he said, Ols he still unconscious?0

She leanedver to look at his fac®I think sowhy?0

Ol@be curious to kmowhat caused the magic toayitO he said. He did
Legilimens on the man, sédmg for memories dfis mission. At least | dbhave
to worry about doing this to Death Eaters anymoee¢hought, Snape is already
blown.

Ginny was silent while he did it. Aftarefimirutes he stood. He alled in
the direction ofwhere the értkey had been, and kad up what load lile a dark
stone exept it was shaped Bka perfect right triangkn inb thid, the longst
side fire indies longOCOmon, $ed him bak to Auror headquéersO

OWrat®that?0 she adk

Holding it up he ansared, OOne dhe four pieces othat Snape refed
to as the &ur Coners atifactO
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CHAPTER 18

MNEETING THE PARENTS

An hour laterHary took the first bite obne ofthe sandwies Molly had
made for lurfe. OBrty dead) said Nevillshaking his heachdy had retmed to
the Burow from their debriefing atu#or headquéers tventy minites ag, except
for Harry, who Kingsley had tai to prvately for another ten nutes

OLile Kingsley said, itowld hae been mch more ifnot for HemiongO
said Rnsy

Ol just happen to be the oreaving i) protested Herione

OYu thought ofusing i® countered Har Ohat®wly you hae it, and
not me | doubt | would hae thought ofit.O

OSay we dididcome bacand gt youO she said. Ol kngou would hae
wanted to help udut looking for gu would hae cost more timend | still dof
know hov much time this has left, or if redhargesO

OHav mudh time did pu end up using it?OedPudleyHe had already
on their retun, askd for eery bit of information they could pvade Hary
assumed that Dudley@erest as especially high since this the first wizarding
ewent in whib he had beenvalved, if only peripheralljNot counting the
dementorsHary added to himselie probably doe®neally vant to remember
that.

Ol think about fifteen mitesO said Hanione in betveen bites opotato
chips @ little less than | used it for thasp attdg so een if it® not rebargeable
if Voldemot was right, i#Gtill @t an hour or so lef.

OSpwhat did Kingsleybwohe€the bald, blaguy right? | thought |
remembered himPwhat did leepkyou bak to tell pu?O aski Dudley
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Harry recalled that Dudley had seen Kingsley whenyMalidbeen
caught. @8t to tell menot that | did®know alreadythat taking thatd®tkey
wasithe wisest thing | evdidO

OOnly less nicely than that, right?O guessed Dudley

Harry shook his head. QN vas nice about it, he usually is when he tells
me 18 done something stupid. He just pointed out that the thing @sdo w
consult with him immediateget us all on board righwvay. He did sathat ifa
fully trained Aror did that, it wuld mean that theyerer®fully trainedd

Ron cudkled. O\4ll, at least hepgmands gu with humorWbuld it help
if 1told you that it vas a ery typical thing forgu to do?0

OSince & talking about something | did thaswstupid, naiot reallp
Harry responded. OBut | appreciate the th@ught.

ONo problem. Ohpy said gu@tell us more about whatuysav in that
Death Eates®nindO

Hamry nodded.few thingssome ofwhich | told Kingsley when | taik
to him aftenards Frst of all, the Death Eater himselfE iaw Arery.O

OOh, eat) sighedamsy She then explained theKkzgpound to a curious
Dudley Ol wnder who @ts to be the one to tell him tleyfing to ercute his
fatherO

OEither his motheor McGonagll, d@ending on when it happgdsaid
Neville O6u dorDsuppose these@ny bance they euldrdexecute him, is there?
He didrbdirectly kill amyneO

OHe helped put thetigact in placewhid led to foty death® pointed out
Hermione OBut | think right g just being a Death Eater will do it,on@
matter ifthey actually did anythidg

@\nd it should®O argueddR. OBeing a Death Eater mean€y ageed
to become Wldemot® sevant, whib meansagu ageed to kill, thatou would kill
if he told wu ta Not that | emy his kid, but they cBmale exetionsO
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Ol knavO areed RNsyOIjust ging to call attention to his family
situation among other studeren if it does®affect him so mch, whid it
would almost hae taO

Oltdnot @odO said Hay. Ol wished it ha@een him, ionly for
Marcus(sak Anyway, the most interesting thing | foundsathat Wldemot did
order thisE sot of. | sg that because et really in his right mind rightmno
Usually he plans operations caretuliyythis one as done on the spur dfe
moment; he just ordered it this miag Apparently he®een halérazed since
they @t him bak. The Death Eaters ar@mdering what in theosld | did to him;
they cafdeven guesdut of course they kmoit was me

OSpthis moning, \bldemot ordered them to do thisle wanted the
maxinum rumber ofpeople killed, as soon as possibie ofthem tried to tell
him that ifit was that easthey®Ohave done it alreadie said it mch more
politely than that, butdllemot still gave him a miate of the Cuciatus Curse just
for sging een that mdh. He told them to use thed Coners difact. They
were syprised, and they thought iswa god idea, but ewone vas afraid to
sg anything remotely dikhatO

OVender wigO said &, clearly not bothered at the thought.

OWy was it not agod idea?COondered Dudleyafter all, it varkedO

OThe problem asi®whether it wuld work© explained Hgr Olt vas that
they vere saing it for an attd&con Hogvarts, planned for sometime anlary. Set
it up, take dovn HogvartsO defense and magiiragind att&cthe castle with
ewelything they ha. Avery didrknow the detaildut he assumed ibuld involve
some gianiaind the dementor$ males sense&aq using it for this as a bad idea
for two reasonsEven if we neer figured out what took out Hogsmesdesgyic
we would knav they had something that could, Wwhiould wam us to prpare for
an attak on the casti®

OBut they ko youOy been tehing combatlfing, so gu must be
thinking about an attatike that) said &.
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O¢ah, but m preparing for it is different from us kmimg that they®
going to do it. Anyay, the other reason itaw a bad idea is the one that happened:
one ofthem @t caught, and a piecetbk atifact with him. Tiey had this hady
strategicallyaluable aifact, and they lost it, becausédémot wasrdthinking
straight. He@till in incredible pain, furipasid scared. Heawts someone to ya
for what | did, and ift car®be meor the rest ofouEO

Sitting on his right, Herione gipped his forean for a few seconds
OWiich in no vay males it pur faultO

He cave her a puzzled look. ODadiyget that from the phoergs?0

She gve him a sad smil®Ng| got it from knaving yu. You stat
blaming gurselfewery time thereGhe smallest causal connectivoiving yu,
and peoplse@eathsYou€® at the center dhis fight, Hary. You hut him worse
than he thought he could be thiand he@ashing out.Tat was bound to happen
if things staed @ing aginst him. I&ile those Mugle nature shes; predators
are most damgous when theg®ounded and coered. He manot be canered
yet, but igdptting closeand ha®eally wunded. W just hee to leg up the
pressurelist imagine v many wuld be deadybnow, if not for you©O

Harry pondered that in silent¢ieen contined. O, that vas the main
thing | got from Avery® memoriesAnother thing s that he as nevous about
going on this mission, becauset® whole business about killing captured Death
Eater$)

Ron nodded. OIOm nofpsised. | assume thaidikim, they ddbbeliee
in life after death, so ttthgDare them pretty bad. Another reason toQio it.

Harry wast®so sureOhey@ more scared afoldemot than of death,
though. Ifhe tells them to do something, theyOll stiltdo it.

OStill, better to ethem scared, thouGhsaid &. Hary didransver,
because he difeel lile discussing the capital punishment issue right then.
OSeems moredik that itOll happennanyvay.O
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OThat®wery trueO areed Hemione ORople were already angand this is
only @ing to mak them anger. ItOll be harder to find people who oppos®this
OWy would angne oppose it?0O adkDudleysuprised. &fter what
theyGvdoneEO

Hermione explained her and H@®reasons for opposing it; Dudl@sw
obviously unimpressed. éMthagll noble and erything, but in the meantimne
they lee killing peopl® Hary wastdsuprised that Dudleyould tale that
position; he imagined thagiwon would as wll, if the situation volved Mugles
instead ofwizardsOl kept talking to the people in Hogsmeade aftefsft, of
course They vere lile, | hope they kill them all. | can seg wiey wuld sg thatO

OUnfotunatelyl can togO said Hemione OWat did Arbibald s this
moming, Hary?0

OHe said | might be able to stop iittifed really har®. he others loaid
at him, vanting to kna the anser to the next question, but naiing to ask. Ol
don®know if 1 will or not. IOmaing to talk to Bright latesee what he thinks
justE haver®had nuch time to think about it. Sometimes it seeraskk doice
is vorst, exept for the othe®

There vas silence for a moment, vhidolly brole by offering cookies
The topic ofcorversation lsanged, and he said nothing for a while

Two hours latethe stpped out ofthe firglace in the Minister dflagic
outer office The secretgran olderblonde witls, smiled at him. @& Minister is
ready to seey, RofessoO she saidesturing him to the dadlodding his
thanks he opened it.

Bright gt up from his desk andalked orer. Ol&Xifficult not to want to
shale your hand, ¥&ub a refex® he said with sirg OHw®it doing?O He
gestured Hay to a bair, and they both sat.
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OMuh bettey thanksGinny draged me to St. Mun after lunis, and
they basically loeH at it, said itags doing ell, vamed me not to tourcthings
and let me @ Kind of a waste oftime reallyd

Bright ciudkled. Ol&wnad the same experience with Magetioge than
once Best to do what they tetiy both wur spouse anayr Heale® Deciding to
get dowvn to busines®right shifted in hisair to a more aliepose OSoHarry,
what bringsqu here todg?O

Harry smiled a littleOhat®a jole, right?0

@ small ongyesThough while | do kne what bringsgu herel dord
know exactly whaboy plan to sgO He lookd at Hary expectantly

Ofst of all, | vant to knev haw you feel about thi$ meanE Ardibald
did wvam me that hev you feel and whabwy plan to do mabe tw different things
but mainlyl want to knev how you feel about ©

Bright nodded slightly; his expressiogestgd to Hay that he w&s @ing
to sy something Hay didrDlike. O¥s they are different thingss for hav | feel
about it, | dolike it. Lile you, | think that killing people is wroiigl were a
dictator | would sg ng wef® not @ing to kill them, and lauld draft people from
the population to spend a few hourmneweek guarding them, takingnsiiso the
prisoners were vell guarded, and lowld accelerate the buildingtioé prison. |
would feel that it auld be wrth it to avoid having to kill peopleas mich as they
may desere it.

OBut, ala$Om not a dictator; IOm a politicianeltbaelie that Dentus
told you that for methis is a ndrainey that I®be stupid not to do @.

OHe said that itag possible that for this kindissueyour personal
feelings might ihdence gur decisio®

With a small smil@right responded, O$lgiing me more credit than |
deseve, IOm afraid. &alvays beenery good at sparating m personal feelings
from my political judgment. It sexs me il in politicsthough in talking tooy, it

males me uncomftably avare ofcetain moral drabaksO
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Harry®eyebras narowed. O¥u mean, in this cageué not ging to let
your personal feelingslinénce gur decisio®

OThatrightd

Even though he knew he shoulgéhaxpected the arsywHary still had a
hard time ac@ting it. OHw can pu s§ that?O he demanded, more incredulously
than he meant t@is ist©some question about regulatjar& or whateer,
this is about whether or noéwill people! Killing people is supposed to be the
worst thing v can doHow can gu possibly think only about the politicste©

Bright sighed lightl$hough he had clearly expectedy@reaction. OOIOm
a politicia® sounds dila sarcastic areybut ittrue When ve first met, | told
you thatbO

OThat yu would do what gt you the most suppgrl remembe®
interupted Hary, not thinking about the fact thatchp(t interupted the Minister
of Magic OButqu could do thisArchibald tells me that withynimelp you could
stop it, and ithings @ wrong, any blameowid g to meO

OWen did gu talk to him?O askBright.

OThis moning, wly?0

OHogsmead&hings hee dangd since this moing In iy little bubble
here | cattalk to peoplebut ny assistants & Feople hee had it, thesgboiling
mad. ey vant something to be donePO

OThey vant reenge!O retded Hary, raising hisoice Ohat®exactly wh
we shoulddo this! I€xotally the wrong reasorielfact that people escape is just
an exuse to kill them, because people aréOnéary paused, thinking, then spok
again. Ol probably shouiiell you this but | will anyway. | dor®know if youQs
been told about what happened with SiriusEO

OHe \as killed in the Opatment of Mysteries yoBellatrix Lestraegand
he was innocent when hesvsent to Azkab&nBright supplied.

OWéll, | dordknow if they told gu this but he \as ety close to meas
close to a father ad Ker had. | sa& him gt killed right in front ofmy eyesand |
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went out ofmy head. | ltased den Lestrang she taunted me about whatgheO
done and | tried to do the Gciatus Curse on H@rBright@yebrars vent high,

but he did@®interupt. Ol leared from that, that remge does®accomplish
anythingReople wn®feel better after the Death Eaters ageuwted. Tie relaties
of the people whoeve killed wndfeel any bettett won®bring their lsed ones
bak.O

Bright regrded Hany very seriouslyONoit won® And it mg not mak
them feel any bettdsut it might. Wattrue for yu ma not be tue for eeryone
But it will mak them feel safeaind thas(pat of what this is aboq.

Os but if we had caught these Death Eaters before they had done
anything, or ithey had killed people from some other cgumbbody wuld be
wanting them to be eguted. \&ihting reenge is most ofvhatcausing thidou
just said, theydnad. Tiey vant to feel safdut they \&nt someone punished
more 1t® just lile what \dldemot did todg. He®in pain, and heants someone to
suffer for itO

Bright spread his hands inestyre ofacknowledgment. OHuman nature
Harry. | was®trying to argue the merits withuy Lile | said, | age with a lot of
what yu think. | vas just tellingoyr what the situationas out thereand wh it
may be difficult een for yu to do anything to stop it. My training and experience
always causes me to look first, and hard, at the realitg situation. fat&not to
sy | catbsee the ethics dff just that that@ot where | look.

@\nd yesyou€® right, igbnot impossible that ifwere detenined | could
stop it, especially witbwyr help And yué also right that killing is about trerst
thing ve can do as humaut another thing that@ally bad is letting people die
We cafbe sure oholding the Death Eaters; teatfobjecte fact whib we cad
ignore Part of what politics is about is theighing offactors and making
judgment®©

OBased on political factOrsaid Hay.

OMostlyye) aknowledgd Bright.
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OEen when the political pressunef® responding to is being made with
about as ndh judgment as | used wherhbesed after Bellatrix Lestrafdf sq
you€® letting a mob help nek decision fooypO

OMobs arergups ofcitizensHary. They hae to be listened tqust lile
eweryone elself they® a mobtherea reason they became a,raod that reason
is a big parof what IOm responding The intensity otheir angr refects the
damag that Death Eaters are doing to our so@st/| hae to respond to that
too.O

OWhat would you dgO Hary challengd him, Oithe politics ofthis were
neutral?0

Oust so gu knaw, as aulg politicians wuld rather kill their firdiom than
ansver hypothetical questiorBut 101 yrto answrO Bright paused, thinking;
Harry could®help but think that theew fact that Bright &s pausing at all said a
lot. OHonestly dorbknow. 1@ probably suppbit anyvay, but it would be a
harder decision. | nevpretended that the politics diunatter But | would be
pretty ton, just lile you are right ne© Hary®eyebnas vent up O¥s Hary, 10s
been hedking yu. Youé& the most unlély person | can think @b lie to mebut
when angne comes in hereamting me to do something incrediblyyrighuée
damn right IOnoing to be beking You€® not lying to me about anything, but |
can tell gué ambialent. Ybu knav what the right thing to dq i®u just are®
sure ifthat®what gu should doYou€® hoping for an ajlgomeone to fight the
fight with yu. Well, IOm sof but | ca®be that. | caibe as idealistic asuy |
know what the people put me here tpatud it is®to do the right thing, $t@
reflect their will. ie more impdant the issyghe more impaant it is that | do
that. This m& not mean anything towy, but for mefor a politician, doing what
the politics tells me to do is roughly the same thing as doinguvtianl is right
is for you. It&not exactly nohléut | do think igdefensibl®

Harry said nothing for a mite after Bright stopped speakingnt to
calm himselfHe was angy with Bright, but at the same tjrhe felt that he
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should®be since he himselfas conlicted. He could understand tiemeral
principle offollowing the will ofthe people; it just seemed to be a really bad idea in
a case likthis where public aeg could cause people to coledtyi act in teibly
immoral veys But then, he thought, whasvhe to be the jud@f what vas moral
or what vas not? Een Dumbledore had said that theas wo absolute right and
wrong, uniersally speakinBut this just seemed sovinlusE

Calmer no;, Hary looked at Bright in an almost pleadirsg @It doesh
bother pu that this is about renge? It bothers n@

A small amount ofincetainty shaed on BrightGace Omuch rather
that had nothing to do with it. Buttiiere are tavreasons for doing a thing, a
good reason and a bad reasanshould®not do it just because the bad reason
existsIf people suppoit for what ve feel is the wrong reason, at leastam ted
solace in kneing that \& suppaed it for the right reasans

OlIfit males pu feel any betteHary, IOm not totally sanguine about this
I@ rather not be the one in this office when the state pytdtid people to
death. | just feel that this is what | shouldltht the circumstances demand it. It
males it easier for me that the politics are what theyuaitbat aside just dod
think | can bring yselfto endangr Ives to uphold a principleo matter ha
important that principle.i$@ like to do the right thin@ut | ca®0O

It dawned on Hany that there as no bance for him tolang Bright)
mind. @rchibald said that | might be able to stoyy itrigself I | tried, would you
fight me?0

Bright shook his head sadNo| wouldr® By the &y, that vas this
moming; if you€ seriousyou need to talk to him aip, Hogsmeade hdsogd
things You have a lot ofclout, but it wuld be an uphill battiBut | wouldr®fight
you. | hae enough regd for yu that | also suldrDset nyselfup to benefit from
your fall, though some in the Minyswould; they wuld knav that pur position
was a liely loser in the longim, and opposeoy nav in anticipation obeing
proved right laterso they could score political poititsou did this|@ just leep a
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low profile silently beer pu on, and psathat if you won, there wre no more
jailbreaks or massadfes

OBut gu€e the Minister oMagic wouldr®you be the one making the final
decision?0

OSarof,0 Bright aged, Obut | could, andwid, do it in suta vay that it
was clear that |ag responding to the wishedtu# peoplein this cas¢hose who
ageed with gu. You would be tying to rally public opinion;ynnole vould be
almost that ofan arbiterl would be an impé#al jud@ of whether gu had done it
or not; yu would create the politicdlang that | vould be responding.tBut |
hope pu won®do itO

Ol thoughtgu@® just as soon not see this hapgpéttary pointed out.

ONot for that reasd Bright clarified. OButhierefan escape and more
killingsPO He cut himseff as Hary nodded.

@rchibald and Pfessor McGonadl hae already mentioned tiahe
said. Ol appreciate it, 8o | need to letop knaw if IOm ging to do this? | mean,
you€® ging to hae to announceoyr position soon,d@Ques®

Olf you do it, letting me kmoby tomorow night vould be god. Strictly
speaking, politicallyshould gt out in front ofthis as soon as | can, since | can see
where iping Tomorow® Rophet will be full ofjuotes from Minisyrpeople in
loud suppat; IOl hold oftintil Mondg® Rophet. Rrtly to gie the appearance of
thoughtful deliberation, and paas a subtle signalmf discomfarwith it. SOE
tomorrow night, ly eight oOcladet©sg, whid is close to therBphetfdeadlin®

Hamry nodded, and after a few secpatiged to stand, assuming theyrev
finished. Bright held up a hand, indicating thatyrwould®go yet. Rsuming
his seat, Hay looked at Bright expectantly

OHaryE maybe | should®sg this but somebody should, and | @on
know if anypne hasWhen ve first met, | saidoy were leading the anteldemot
forces and pu found that a little difficult to aptel have a feelingou ma accpt
it now, but IOm endering ifyou haverdacceted it a bit too mch.O Rizzled,
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Harry wondered what Brightas talking about. Q2 acting as though this is only
your decision to makit® not, i&all ofus Yes a lot ofpeople will folla your
lead, andouQw eaned that. But it doe@mean thatgu should necessarily ask
them tq that yu should substituteyr judgment for theiré\nd most
importantlyE if you doose not to fight thisou cannot think thabwée
responsiblebecauseoy might hae been able to stop it.ybu do dioose to fight
it, and win, and there are more deathsca®think youé responsible for that,
either ist becaus@yée the one whoOll probably beddamot does®male
you responsible for exything This is not only aboubyO

Harry still felt responsibleut found that Brigist@st comment hadtten
to him. @re you sging that g e@® gotten too big?0O

ONot eg in the sense dblook at mEOm sargatQO clarified Bright. OBut in
a way, yesat leastguQx come across thasywvhen talking to mMaybe e@ in
the sense odelfimportance You are quite imptant, of courseso it vould be
understandahbléjust think i€a little wrrisome thatquQs talen this issue upon
yourselfthe vay you hae. Yes it mg be the geatest moral issue ofir generation,
and yeswe mg be making a misaiBut that doesbmale it yours to fix0

Harry stared ofinto spacefeeling as though he suddenly had o o
think about. He sloly nodded. OSNE | guess | shoulde going Thanks for
seeing m@

@\ny timeO said Bright.

* * % * *

Retuming via the Buow® firgplace Hary quikly explained to Amur,
Molly, Ginny and Rnsy what had happened, thentwipstairs to lie dm for a
while He entered the bedroom to findrRooking through hisunk.
OSphonv@ it 2?0
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Harry shook his head as he sat on his mednBdded, clearly not
suprised. Gl®ave been shded if he@said ye® said 6. @fter you left, Dad
was sging he thought iteuld be a miracle you gt Bright to oppose it. &V
talked about it a b

OHav do yur parents feel about it?0

@\bout like Youd expect. Das@ginst it, Mum suppts it. Neither is
totally comfotable with what they think. But with this kindtohg, | feel li& if
you are totally surgou€® not thinking about itewy hardd

OBrighsQotally sutgpoliticallyjust not moralj§ reorted Hary. OBut he®
not going to let that stop himrém what gu said at breakfast, | guess I@lare
to ask hw you feeld

Ron nodded solemni@Not that IOm happy about it, byt §es okawith
it. If 1 had any doubts at all, thered thing that puts iver the top for m&®
Harry could see the emotion inr®® eyes thatdR was tying to leep off his face
Ol doknow if this has occued to pu specificallyout if this happensvalfoy
diesO

Harry felt his n emotion rise as he understood@point: Malfg had
made threats agpst Rnsy that he no doubt stithmted to makgood on, and his
death was the only sy they could be sure that heeveaould. If he lved, Rnsy
had to spend the rest bér life vondering ifMalfoy might one daescapéunt
her davn, and somelomanag to abduct her without the others\kimg It was
very unlilely Hary knewbut not impossibjend that made it something to be
taken \ery seriously

ONg | hadidthought about it exactlydikhatO admitted Hey, feeling
ashamed that he h&l®| can see whiou would. | assume sherags with gu?0O

Ol think she doglsut she hadbsaid so exactlJhe one time | askl her
she diddgive a direct angy and bangd the subject. Mie she feels tilsheD
too close to it, | dabknownO
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Harry recalled thataPsy hadBspolen up any time the topic oépital
punishment had come,and wndered ifthis was the reason. He thought about
her, about the difference ibwld malk to her life ifMalfoy were no longr around.
He knew that it didBmale killing the Death Eaters any more right, but he also
knew he couldbignore it.

Ron looled at Hary, seeming indecisiabout whether toysavhat he as
going to sy Finally emotion clear in both hisige and his eydse said, OHgE
shefhad nightmar€s

Harry winced interally and closed his eyete knew he shoul@e
sumprised, since lelad nightmares about Cedaied \dldemot retuming, and
what Rinsy hadane through had beerorge

ODo pu hope | wndfight this?O he ask

O¥s | doO said 8. OBut thatasidwhy | told you that. | knev how you
feel about heltf | were pu, thinking about this kind decision, #nant to knev
something li& thatO

OYué right, 1 wuld hare wanted to knevO agped Hary. ODo gu think
Neville cares oneawor the other what happens to Leste&ay

Ol do®think sgO said &. OWith him and hehat vas just resngs, and |
think heover that, or at leastyer it enough. But this Breveng, it®
preventionO

Nodding, Hary suddenly realized thanBysituation had a ¢ain basic
similarity to the lagy situation: reng and protection from possible futurenmar
were both possible mediting factors for anting the Death Eaters to be killed, as
well as in Bnsysituation. &sygnas more direct and more divat it seemed to
Harry that if he consideredaRsyprotection essential enough toxaMalfoy to
dig then he should feel thadywabout esryone

Harry spent the rest dhe aftenoon with Ginny; he tried not to think
about the Death Eater situation, but found it hard nétdgaid Kingsley a gkiic
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visit before dinneand found that theukors verertaking an official position, but
that a god deal othem had no problem with the Death Eaters beawuted.
OLosing thevié yesterdawas more than an emotionalvigd Kingsley had
explained to Hay. OOut ofthirty-eight, fie is a hug rumber to loseand vef@
using a céain amount ofmanpaver to leg the Death Eatersef® lkeeping We
cardbe as effeate as @ like to be Without that tying us dm, we can do

bettetO

He talled to Hemione and Nevilleand confimed that they both opposed
the excutionsthough neither as able to gahey did unresezdly Ginny
suppoted them mainly becausedid mak Hary and the Arors safered
and Georg came Yfor dinnerand Hary found that they supged them
unresevedly They bushed offArthur®questions about moralitausing Hay to
exchan@ glances withdR and Hemione Fortunately for HayDheOnanted
everyone©opinion, but as becoming tired dfie topicDMollynangd the subject
quidly.

The next daafter lunk, Hary took Fawkes wer to Hogvarts He found
McGonagll at the teaersO table in the otherwise empty Great Waily bdate
lunch. OHw® he doing?0 he ek

Oltéhard to kna, since ofcourse this has renbeen done befo@esaid
McGonagll. OHe isE g1y disoriented, and is in and oufpain. He has been
sedated for some tifie time and aslgefor mucd of the time since he had not
slept the night befordMhat is the disposition dlie other parof him?0

OHe wsithere last night, Albus said he had rejoined hitnself

OSpit was successful?0 shedskuprised. Owvhae seen no hint ahat
as yeO

OMgbe itShard for him toet used to hang his other halbad, or mgbe
he just needs to re@ more for it to happen. Can | see him?0

OCeminly | was just finishing ang) She stood, and he fatid her out.

Ols he alone rightwdO askl Hary.
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OMathilda is with hi@ D his puzzled glancghe explained, OHealer
Haspbergl do not feel comfdable taking him to St. Mur as his condition is
sufficiently rareandE personal, that | wish as few people tavkaloout it as
possiblenot to mention its connection to whaiiylan to do with Mdemot. It
cannot be knonO

When they aived at SnapseQuaters he entered after hd@hey valked
through the \iing area and entered the bedroom. Oviaexh, hellg Professor
PotterO

@\ny dang@?0 askl McGonaall.

ONot realljHe®been mostly staring dfito space for the past hpwhid
is better than when be®tO B Harry, she contined, OMinga has explained all
this to methough not thoroughlgince she tells me tha¢eyu cabquite sg
completely whaby did. IG@vbeen ying to help him sgacomfotable since thaO
about all | can dWhen hehot staring offnto spacehe©usually in pain, and
sometimes babblingbout Rofessor Dumbledorgou, \bldemot, Minewva, and
so on. e pain isE the bestay | can describe it is thas @8 ifhe©doing
something, touing something, then cries in pain anésay. Not physically
of coursebut that is what it soundseliwhen he doesG.

OMgbe herying to approdcpositve memoriesand finding that they still
cause him paid,sugested McGonaj.

Harry frovned. Ol ddbknow, but it really felt lk| did what | should ke
done | thought | undid exything \6ldemot did. But mgbe | did®do it enough,
it® just impossible to kwd

OWéll, Hary, oddly enoughpué® the Healer he€® said McGonat wiyly
ONo offens® she added to Haspberg

ONone tan, of cours€ Haspberg assured her

Shaking his head, Hyasaid, OIOm not sure what 1 He thought for a
minute Ol knav one thing to do thatéafelOll do Legilimency on hilmed to see
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what it is he@eeing when he does, thisen he just stat®sHe pointed hisand
at Snape and cast Legilimens

Two mirutes laterhe lavered his and. OWat hedoing is viewing old
memoriesmemories ofAlbus©But it seems different;é@een people
remembering memories befdt® like, he€totally absorbed in the memand
isrDawvare ofanything elsé guess that@ty it seems to us that$ietaring off
into spac®

OWy is he doing that?@ndered McGonadj. OBecause g@fe?0

Ol think s® said Hay. OIfl had to guessPand | suppose | daiGhat
his Oother héifhas joined him, but whendesgnto his regular consciousniess
feels the pain thapldemot progammed him to feel tis other halivas there
Sq | must not hae gotten all ofit. But the strareggthing iswhy would his other
half have joined him, ihis mind asi®ready for it? Did his other halfink | was
successful, and ast€? Because wvtously | vasiHO

OCan wbe sure othat?O asll Haspberg

OThe pain he experiences when not viewing memori&sseem to
indicate thaf) said McGonaly, Obut ain, this is so unprecedented, one cannot
male any assumptions afiy sarO

OTherefone way we can find out for suf@ said Hay, reluctantlyOl can do
the Imperius Char on him. If| was successful, it shoufihurt him. If there
still stuff there itOll cause him pain. Da $hink | should do it?O

McGonagll and Haspberga@rangd blank expressior8s Minera said,
you are the Healer hef@ometimes Healers/do do things that cause pain in
order to @t infomation. Ifthere is no otheray to knav, then pu should do ©

Regetfully he said, OIOm pretty sure shevesiher ay to knav, so | guess
|@ better do i© He leanedrer a little tavard SnapeORofessor SnapéOmajng
to do the Imperius CharnonO Still in what appeared to be a trsBmape aye
no reaction whatsoevto Hary®waming Hoping for the best, Harapplied the

Imperius Chan.
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Snaps®eaction s immediate: he screamed in pain, & gowghly
similar to hv he had when Har had done it to him in earlyp&amber
Frustrated, Hay withdrew the Char. ODammi) he etaimed.

Olt is not gur fault) said McGonaltj softly

ODo wu hae any ideas about what to do next€ &spberg

Ol do®see ma choice but to do what | did yesterdsminO said Hay,
resigned. Ol guess litd¥d to kne just hev much to do at onceBut | still ca®
figure out wii his other haltame badcif this wasi®totally don®

ORrhaps the other hdilt that pu needed aay to knav when the
procedure @as tuly dongeand he knew that he couldeta&fug in the memories
until sub a time as thatas don® sugested McGonaj.

Ol thought the ay | would knawv it was tuly done s when the other half
came bdgO said Hay. OBut that seemselithe best guess rightnslealer
Haspberg, is there something gan gie him to put him out? He doéameed to
be conscious when | do this

Haspberg @aved her \and, and Snapefyes closed. OHe should be
unconscious for about an h@ushe said.

Ohis shouldtake that lond) said Hay as he sat in thiair next to the
bed. OIOm naiig to do it for as long as | did yestg@l&le cast Legilimeasd
bean.

Sitting at the tehersO table in the Great Hallyyimoled out into the
audienceOwer two hundred people faced him and the others; the tables had been
moved out ofthe Hall, andhairs conjured. Sixufors lined the alls ofthe Hall,
along with Neville andoR, in their Airor robesHary knew that seval more
were patrolling the Hoguts gounds on broomddogwvarts had beenhosen as
the site for the meeting not because Hdgwas the topicbut because afs
security
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McGonagll introduced Hay and the other telaers present, theiang an
opening statement, whitook about fie mirutes She explained the magical
defenses whicprotected Hogarts, and assured the parents that all possible
measuresave being tak to ensure theihitdrer® safetyHary felt that the
speeb was sharon specificsbut he knew that the parentsud be asking for
more details

She opened théobr to questionsand a few dozen handsnivup W\ef2
going to be here for a whilought Hary. She pointed at a man, who stood. OIOm
Anton Rosenthal, Danislthe® he announced. OLet me ask thieusbquestion
first: If Hogwaits is so safdaw did five assassingig access to the castle?0

Qs | hare explained in the Dailydphet, Ministy guidelines state that no
information regrding our knwledg, or lak of knowvledg, of Death Eater
methods mabe released publidiwvill simply sathat the castle is séfe

Ols it more saftess saf@r as safe as insten dgs ag?0 hehallengd
her

Ol am &1y sory, but | hae said all | canysin response tmyr questiod)
she ansered, giing him a look that Har knew wll, the one that meanb®y
should kna better than to agk.Otiously uncovinced, Rsenthal resumed his
seat.

She gstured to a middeged woman, who stood. Oou hae to hioose
between the studentsO safety andsvitestOn the battle withE the Death Eaters
and their leadewhid will you thhoose?O she adka little neously Hary realized
that she @&s nevous not because ddcGonagll, but because she had considered
saing \bldemot® name andE lsickened out, thought Har undaritablyClearly
not exeryone vas sging \bldemot® name yet.

Ol do not acee that there mst be a colfitt betveen the teO said
McGonagll. OBut | will telloy that the protection dflogwaits students is yrtop
priorityO
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Standing as he s@pkot waiting to be called on, a man said, QButried
to send Haty avay when the assassins &#dcand he ended up being the one to
catt them. Ifyou were thinking othe students first,ouldrdyou hare made sure
he stged?0

OHindsight is alew wellQ she saidritably seeming to be making an
effort to hide her fitation, and failingdIn the moment, itas clear who their
target was; it did not seem out tifie to gt him to safetyres?O

A blondhaired man who loekl no older than thyrfive, but Hary
assumed ost hae been oldestood. OMy name is Edd Creesy; all three of
my dildren attend this lsool. W\ are toldband asuyma be avare my wife and |
are whatqu call OMgeL so some diis is rather new to us®are told Y our
children that there is a new typentdgical eneycghased on \@ whid they all are
not far from masteringhey also told usomewhat reluctanttizat those who
manifest that ability are tated ly this \bldemot wizard who threatenewyr
world, and whose handE enell, neer mindd Somehtikles spread through the
Hall, and Hany could®help but glancever at Hemione who gve him a quic
grin. OMy question Rofessor Btter, should they manifest this abiktyactly he
much dangr will they be in?

Harry could sympathize; he imagined that the situaiidd tae confusing
for Muggles and with all three dfis dildren thereE Oifst of all, Mt Creewy did
your cildren explain the priority thabemot instructed the assassinsDO

Harry cut himselbff as Creeay nodded. @Y they did. But another thing,
why was that infamation not printed in that magical newspaper?0

OThe tactic &s clearly designed to intimidate students into nihtptre
energ of loveO explained McGorag Olt \&s decided thatewould do best not
to assist ¥ldemot in his attempts at intimidatiop §preading it oursevThe
news spread throughout theesa quikly, in any case

OD answr the questiod, added Hey, Othe more people there are who can
do it, the less daegthere is for eamne For the ones right mp we think heO
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highly unlikly to targt them indiidually but protection has beemarged for
them anyayO

Halfwey ba&, along the right sid@/inston stood. OBixse melOm
Winston Clark. IOm anrAr, but am here toglaas a parentod ma know that ny
daughter Helen is one tife three who can do the spellssdoé&me aboutoyr
situation. Ifyour dild, any kild, becomes able to do the spgisOliet a visit
from an Airor to discuss securityargment® Hary noticed that Winston di@n
mention that the securityamgements wre as mch for the parents as the
children; he could definitely understangl Winston did®mention it. OHonestly
it® more in the nature af precaution than anything €se

Looking somewhat, though not completelgssured, Cregvsat den.
McGonagll found another questionand @stured to a dad&inned man near
the bak. Ol am RajiPatil, father oftwin seenthyear daughterdly question is
also for lPofessor Btter. Part of your curiculum for pur Defense Aagnst the
Dark Atts classes is comblyirigd This prompted some whispering and quiet
comments; apparently many parents had natrkr©@My daughters/hasaid that
you are tedmng it in anticipation oh possible attaon the castléMy question js
do you not think thas@uite a rigkthing een for segnth years to be doing?O

Harry could see that many parergsensuprised, and realized that he had
to calm most othem devn. OFst of all, IOm only tédieg it to the sixth and
seenth years; | asithinking that argne yunger than seenteen wuld join the
battle if there is oneSecondfOm not urging ame to join; people are
completely elcome to returto the common roomsr whategr place students
may be send

He was @ing to conting but Ratil cut him off Ol think gu are deliberately
misunderstanding migofessarl know they canhlwose not to fight. | amysag
that your teahing it mg cause many to do so where thayldwnot hae
otherwis®
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Harry could®deny that that &s probably tre so he decided not to
address the point directie suddenly had an idea. B meeweryone 10Om
going to ask a question, ardlli€@ a shw of handslf, during pur seenth year at
Hogwarts there had been an aktan the castldnov many ofyou would hae
tried to @t a broom andaghelp out?O Harheld his breath as handsvijorent
up; he knew heauld look bad ifvery few did. After ten seconds Hary®relief
many handseve up

@\bout half That®about what | thought for this clasa | was concered
that people might do that, but not knwhat to do once thepigpout therelOm
not sging people should join;é@wade it clear to@y class that it i€isomething
| expect, or especiallami. | vant eeryone to be safdut for those who ant tq
like those ofyou who raisedoyir handsl want them to be pparedd

A parent neara®il askd him, ODoogr daughtersamt to join?0

Patil nodded. @¥ both do 1@ rather they didi of coursebut | knav
that | ca®stop them. I0m proud that theywiq butE well, yu are all parents
you knav how | feel about i©

This prompted more commenasd another nearlperson spak standing
as he did. QalN, | for one think &&n esellent ide@ said a dahaired man with a
thick mustabe Odhn Andrew Macmillan, father Bfnie, Head By of Hogwairts
| applaud Pofessor Biter®foresight and initiséi We rrust all fight the forces of
darknessespecially when theyia on one@loorstp.O he comment prompted
no further reaction, and McGoradigscanned the audiencaiagShe motioned to
a man near the front.

He stood. OlOmyReond Tirpin, father ofEllen, a Raenclav fifth year
My question is forBfessor Btter. | wondered whetheowy thought it might be a
good idea forqu to tale a sabbatic@l.

OIOm sgr a what?0
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@\ long break) Tirpin explained. OMy thouglasihat ifyou wererat
Hogwaits, the Death EatersO attentionldrdbe so focused in that direction, and
myE remaining daughterould be safed

Harry winced interally; egn if he hadseen the accusation urdin®
eyeshe wuld hae understood it from the question. Before he couldeansw
McGonagll cut in. OBfessor Btter is a student hernd has asuth right to
attend as aoye els©

Ol vasiquestioning his rightsist vondering ifhe thought it might be a
good ide&) respondediipin, with a stony stare at McGoalagdnd ny question
was directed to him, nadyO

Hary®emotions ere in tumoil; he felt as ihe had been accused, in front
of two hundred peopl@f responsibility for the deaths that hadngiace at
Hogwaits since last ye&ince becoming a teag he had near felt any difficulty
in speaking before largudiencesE until mo He remembered Hogsmedue
remembered the bodiestbe Slytherins slumpedeo the sofas andhairs oftheir
common room. He stared, feeling that he@kdow what to sa

He had a sudden feelingaafim, ofconfidencegand realized itag from
Hermione It® not yur fault, she sent him. Blgiving, but that doe®mean it
was pur fault. Ralize what re@ing through, and just aresvhonestly

Repressing an impulse to lookaiothe table at Herione he sent her a
feeling ofappreciation. He still felt distressed, but with a pevepeethadbhad
a few seconds agONo| dorthink it would be a god ided®

OYu dordthink my daughter vuld be safer?0

After a briefpausgHary replied, OShe might, e the shdrrun. But she
wouldrdbe in the longun. W all wouldrdbe Doing that wuld only encourag
Voldemot to intimidate other pt of societyWe hae to hae better securjtiput
as nuch as v can, do whatewould nomally d&®
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Anger in his vice Turpin said, OExse meProfessorbut right nov |
donDcare about encouraging him, or about oth&s pasocietyl want to mak
sure | do®lose another daugh@r

The \ery last thing Hay wanted to do as publicly argue with a parent
who had lost ahild at Hogwaits, but he felt he had to rebut the notion that he
should leze Hogvaits He could feel Hamione still suppding him, sending him
feelings ofcalm and he. OSjrdo yu think that | should ke left Hogwarts?0
Turpin nodded. Ol¢n?0 asi Hary.

OBefore sndaughter died,said drpin shaply.

Again wincing slightly inside at the accusationy Haertheless
contirued tavard the point he as tying to ma& OSol assumeow also think |
newer should hae urgd the students toyssbldemot® nameNone ofthis wuld
have eer happened if hadrdone that. Is that right?O

Looking a little unctgin, Turpin nodded agjn. OBut if hadrdone that, |
would neer hae discwered the eneygof love, whid has tuned out to be
something he@xtremely vulnerable i® ging to be what defeats hime Wae
to fight him, wherear we arel happen to be heé

OYu might feel differeniy shot b&cTurpin, Oifyou had lost ahild O

The vords vere out ofHary®mouth before he knew it. @i think |
haverfl®O He paused sudderglizing hisoice vas about to break. In the
absolute silenche took a breath, then contid, OEsuffered enmously for
everyone whalied herghen pué \very wrong And 1Q lost people too
Professor Dumbledoyeny godfatherE not to mention m parentsyou might hae
heard about th&.He immediately felt a pangexfet for being snippy with a
grieving fatherbut he thought he had aogl point. OA2 all in this togther Mr.
Turpin. If we star dudking our heads @ because he attaais or kills people
around ushe winsTherenothing to do but fight biad know it® horible, but
that©the vay it isO
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@\ different standard should apply to places where there aréniaaey®
insisted Trpin, clearly unimpressed.

OTis is one othe safest places in the wizardiodd® said McGonaty,
OThe fact that the assassins mathag gt in simply points up the fact that
Voldemot is \ery resourceful. At this point,dfessor Btter le&ing is out ofthe
guestion. The sbool is a safer place with him than without him, and there are other
targets for \bldemot here as @ll. You knav that all students whovealeaned to
use the eneyof love were targts ofthat attak; should they be required tovesa
Or me for that matterbecause | kia publicly opposed him andrked aginst
him? And & should not forgt that Hogwits would, with its defensdse an ideal
base ofoperations for the Death Eateand wuld be a tagg in any case

OHogwits is an impdant pat of our societ® she contired, nav
addressinthewholeHall, not just Turpin. Oltcannotbe separatedrom the restof
it so easilyit is the fomatwve place for our future citizewsir future leaderk
would not lile to think ofit as a place where veah our future citizens to hide
from dangr, to not speak out, to not call eyilits nam®©

ONg muah better that & place wheraitdren are kille®, responded
Turpin bitterly Turning to face the other pareriis raised hisice and askl, Ols
there angne here whoséitd was killed, ik mine \as who agees with what
they@ sging?0

There vas a silencéhen a wman with long, bladair stood. Ol ke a
third-year daughter;ynson, then a third yeaas one othe four killed in the
atta& on Hogsmeade last HalteenQ she bem, at first speaking wly and
nenously; Hary guessed that sth@@er spolen in front ofso many people
before OMr Turpin, you obviously think that @fessors &tter and McGonai
cardunderstandour gief, exen though they©poth lost people close to them.
Beliee me | can. | admit, whenyrson vas killed, at first | blameddRessor
Potter, as gu clearly do neO Listening, Hey felt his hest tightenAlbus said they
didrt®ame mé@But ver time | realized that theg@ight. Eerything Hary®done
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has been the right thing to. d@gee that kildren should be safend | prg that
nothing happens toyrdaughteBut I@rather acq this kind ofrisk than hee
them gow up in a wrld, as all ourhdldren hae, where they had to be afraid tp sa
any paticular wizard@ameThere©somethingery wrong with thad

To Hary®suprise a few people applauded, andetvto soon include
what he guessedsvmore than threpiaters ofthe parents in the Hall. Hasv
gratified at the suppiprand felt that the most pointedtbe questioningas
probably ger. He stuggled to kg his concentration on the proceediags off
the thing that disturbed him most.

At the end ofthe meeting, Hay wanted nothing more than to tp his
quaters and sit alone for a whitte could® though, because McGoahdad
asled all the attending tdéacs to remain near the exits amat briely with
depatting parentsNever fond ofthat kind ofactvity, Hary gamely did so angw
Hermione at his sidéost ofthe comments eve complimentgrHary assured
Mr. Creeey that hislaldren vould be fineand astd him to sahello

Hary was approded ly a with with shot, light bravn hair ORofessor
IOm Mg Abbot) she said, shaking t#érhand. Ol as ery impressed with what
you said. Ml ask pu a question?0 Hanodded. Ois seemed a bit oftie
topic of the meeting, but lauld \ery mudh like to knav, how do yu feel about
the excutions that are being planned?0

A few parents who seemed teehbeen on theiray out paused, interested
to see har he ansered the question. Not thieot nawy, he thought, but he knew
he had to sasomethingOl, um, | doknow what IOmogng to do about th&d.

Abbott looled sympatheti@apparently noticing his reluctarce pressed
her question anyy Ol didask wu what gu would dg Professoar| asled yu
how you felt®

He sighed, knwing that his ansrwas unlikly to please h&dWat | feel,
is that killing is wrong, whethez do it or the Death Eaters d@it.
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To his suprise her eyes lit u®IOnew glad to heawoy sg thatD she
enthused. Ol think this is wrong, tnd IGbeen hang a hard time finding
people who feel the samay®0

Ol should bloodyell hope s® snapped a man nga@fter all they®v
done? | ie in Hogsmeagéknov some ofthe people whoeve just kille D
Harry, he demanded, Q¥dor®think they should ydor what they®done?0

OOfcourse | d® he answved, tying to leg the anngance out ohis
voice OkDjust rather e didrkill them. | knav there areapd reasons just said
how | feltO

Olf we dorbdo this it means ef& not serious about the Death Eafetise
man said to Abbott. @khight as @l authorize them for ey fireplace in the
country, let them do what theyant. Haov many more peopleveato die before ev
do something?0

OEthics are not situatio@ashe retted with distast®©lneer all right to
steal, igheer all right to tdure And it©neer all right to kill. At least Hgr
understands thax.

Harry opened his mouth to respond, but the manesfisk. Olsour dild
here a son or a daughter?0

OHannah, skelseanthyear prefed said Mg\bbott proudly

@\nd if you had to kill someone oateh them kill Hannah, whabwid
you do?0 the man adk

Ol reject the premise thie questionDO

OBecausel dordwant to anser itQ finished the mamddept it or not,
that®the situation @@ in. Or do gu not agee with that?O hieatlengd Hary.

Harry took a dgebreath. ONd do agee that&almost exactly our
situatiorQ

@\nd if someone as @ing to kill her?0 he promptegstgring to
Hermione
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OBecause tifie energ of love, | dorDknow if IOm capablerally of
killing But | would do whatear it took to protect hewhether it \&s wrong or
notO The man nodded in satisfaction.Abbott, Hary said, (e cost ofdoing
the right thing in this situatiorowld probably beewy high, v hae to admit that.
| just dor®know if | can deal with ging it. IGvseen too many innocent people
die alreadyExcuse m© With most ofhe parents alreadyiray left the Hall,
Harry headed for the teaarsO table

By the time heaj there the last othe parents hadge He sat at the
table and put his head in his hahtisfelt werwhelmed, drained. After a aian
he felt a handripping his shouldeand he didbhave to look to knw who it vas
Without looking, he patted the hand on his shoufigelooled up to sa
something, andage a stdras he sa McGonagll looking davn at him.

She budkled gntly at his reaction. @ihought it \as Hemione
Understandablelor®dworry about itD She took a seat next to him, hand still on his
shoulderOl knw that vas ery difficult for yuO

He nodded. Ot®putting it mildlyNext time | won®be so quicto
volunteer for something ¢ikkhisO

Ol vas suprised thatgu didQ she aged. Ol didamn you, though perhaps
not enough. Afabald vas right, gu cetainly did ta& the pressure offf me
Unfortunatelyit went straight togu, and | thinkgu are barely in a position to
deal with more tharoy already vaO

He thought about Dumbledor@nd the sadness cameliatim agin.
OMineva® he said quiettydid gu knav he lied to me about that?0

With a small, sympathetic sirslee met his eyes and saiduvist really
be upset, to call me OMa&O She wed her hand offis shoulder and took his
left hand. Ol asi®with him when he met the relas that da | do not knev for a
fact that he lied; perhaps she did not conicate that to him at that tiQe

Getting an impression, Hyrconcentrated for a few secortNe he did
lie. He just sent meE | think it as what he as feeling at the timBadnesée vas
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so sadE for the relates for meO He unconsciouslgpped McGonagl®hand a
little harderOl&amazing, commicating this a. It just took a second for me to
get what he sent miut it would probably taka few miates to sait, and wrds
wouldrdsa it as wll. He knew | wuld blame iyself he vas afraid | wuldribbe
able to handle it, the responsibiliyfé®. He needed me et ghrough it, | \&s
precarious enough as #s\He hose to sa& me from the paind@&el then if
found out, at the cost athat | feel na. | also gt the feeling that he felt that he
knew they wuldr®really blame me once they weced from their ief, so what
he said asireally that untreO

Ol can ery much understand whhe did it, Haw. | probably wuld hae
done the san(@

Harry nodded, staring ahead into the empty Hall. Olt helps a lot for him to
have sent what he did.sli@od for empaty to be able to feel just what someone
else \as feelingHe felt bad about lying to pesen though it &s to help meéHe
hated to do i©

Ol can @il imagin® she aged. OHeas alays honest, to a fault. In this
casebeing honestauld hae been more od faul®

They sat in silence for a otie then Hary©five friends filed in andalked
up to the tedwersO tabl®Hev are gpu doing?0 aska concaed Ginny

@\ little betterthank® he said. Kmong they had come tetgim, he
asled McGonaagll, OShould lbgook in on Pofessor Snape?0

She shook her head. OtOielipe Mathilda. 1011 leiknaw if there
anything that seems to requisanattention, but in the meantjnegye it
another dgabefore & think aboutgu doing anything mote

He squeezed her handiagbefore lettingagof it and standingd hankg)
He met his friends at the endthé tabletook Ginny&hand, and foleed them

out.
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At the Burow, Harry relard ly halfsitting, haltying on the sofa, Ginny in
his ams The others @re in and out ofhe Iving room; nobody tadki nuch about
the aspect ofhe meeting that had affected iydout they traded impressions of
the parentamost ofwhom they had nevmet. ONg | dordwonder anymore
how Emie @t like he i© remasd Pon at one point. @llyhg and all thab

OHe wuldrbe lile that ifhe®seen halbf the stuffweCy seeq) said
Neville confidentlyO heresomething aboutim reality that tads avay that kind
ofEOQ

OBraado?0 sggsted Hemione

Neville nodded. @¥ thanksl| always knaev that if | pause long enough,
youOll come up with therd/ | wantO

Olf youQ said enough dhe sentence that | can gy@she said.

Molly came through the fiplace; she had beemng since the meeting,
which she had attended. Stredkad over to Hary, leanedeer, and kissed the top
of his head. OlOmergwomisingqu anything agn® she mdescolded him,
refering to his earlier insistence that she not stand up to defenchbimag
criticized. Olt just killed me tovdado sit there and listen to that. And the people
around methey vere looking at me astd sg, isrfDshe ging to sg something?O

OBut it wuldrdhave looled god, a professor and HeadHduse
mother @tting up to defend hiM,he pointed out. He knew that she understood
that he meant that sheasva mother figure to him, analswerceed that \ay.

@\nd, people auld hae assumed anythinguysaid &s for that reasdad.

@\nd, if someoneaou love is being attked lile that, gu dorcared she
chided him. G should kna. If someone as sging those things to Ginrnpu®
forget about any promisesu@ madeéd Hary nodded in &nowledgment. Ol just
felt so bad, none afs could do anything to helpuy)

OHemione could. As soon asrfin basically said kas responsible for
Lisa®death, she stad sendingE emotional reinforcement, | gueséyall it
He looled over at her with appreciation.
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Ol had a feeling, ke @ing to ask at some pofdtsaid Nevill©! wuld
have been sprised ifyou werer® It was so unfajit seemed kikhe set up the
question just so he couly sehat he anted to sathat Hary was responsibléOm
glad pu were able to do thér.

OMetoqO added Ginniary squeezed Ginnglad that sheasi®
bothered B the use othe phoenigs as she had been befSiee reded up and
kissed hisheek, then srygled into his shoulder

OLetJust hope therean®be any more afhose meeting3 said Molly

A while laterPansy gt up and \ent upstairdHaving been looking for a
chance to talk to her algrtéary went up a few mirtes laterHe found her in the
girlsO bedroom. He $tinis head in the daaasking, OCan | talk tuyfor a
minute?0

OSur® she saidesturing him to the bed next to hésbet | kne what
it® about. | think IOm the only ooe gaerdtalked to ye©

ODidi®happen to findgu aloneSg what wuld yu do if you were me?0

OGo to Diagn Alley and let yiselfbe favned wer and told her good |
am, mgbe sign a few autaghsO she jad. Turning serioysshe said, OOh, Iar
IOm really not comfable with the idea affluencing gur decisio®

Odin the clublOm not comftable with the idea ehaking i he half-
joked. OBut IOm stweith it, so | vant yur helpd

Ol justE | dorbfeel lile | can gie an unbiased opiniéhshe admitted.
OThe thing with Malfp should®matter to itbO

OOfcourse it mattef3 he intgected.

OBut ifkilling people is wrong, arslg2 right about that, then it shoufin
matterO

OBut it doeshough) he said firly Ol€lile a personal reminderwhat |
could be doindf | risk other peopkedes ly doing thisl have to risk purs as
well. If I were Albusl probably wuld. But one thing I©discuered lately is that
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IOm not Albust cardnot matter to me cardnot consider it. And | stillamt to
know what pu thinkO

Pansy sighed in sender Ol wuld let them be killed, and dwdrlose
any sleg over it. You ma not be Albusbut yué a lot closer to being him than |
am. | feel bad about it, but | @et the principle bother me thatdn. AndE 1@
male the samehoice whether they had Malfar not, butband some paf me
isrDhappy that | feel thisagbthe fact that thisowld mean his death neskit
more appealing to e

Harry could see in her eyes her discdratdieeling thatay. Ol do®think
anyne vould blameagu for that. Wiat you went through, whaby still couldE |
remember thinking befqrafter Eastethat the only & you could esr hae real
peace ofmind vas if he died, and mg here it isthat \ery situatior®

@\nd, to mak it worse you et a spin whether it happens or 1she
said. Ol dddervy youO

OMe neithg he aged. And thatOwty | need to kne what pu all think.
| guess it mas me feel less aldde

OYu€e neer alon® she assured him. Giene vas right, gué neer
aloned His eyebwes shot up; heamdered whether she meant what he thought she
meant. She noticed his reactioms@le told meboth about that and what
happened the nextyd# was really sset ofherO

He nodded, rememberir@|It really &s It was lile she @&s lying next to
me holding mecomfoting meE but een better than thathe feelingsvhen gu
get them directly lkthatEQ

OShe also told me about what happened yhields we found out
about Blaiseand whatgqu did to maé& her feel betteEhe s so amazed, she
didndknow the paver it could hee. | have to admit, IOm a littlevirus and it
doesewen involve Ron or | in any ay. You knaw, you really ant to be careful
what yu sg to GinnyO

ODo wu think | should®have said what | said @a there?O
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Pansy shook her head. Qthat vas exactly the situation where she should
do that, and IOm sure Ginmgwsincere in what she saigljugbthat, aoy know,
it® \ery sensitie. 10e talled to Ginny about thisoa Since IOm the one not
involved, | hear about it from both tfiem, but iglhard for them to talk to éac
other; thers@o nuch possibility ofa problem. du probably kne this but
Ginny feels bad that she feels thg shie does about it. She does her best to be
understanding, but she ®uelp being fistrated about this sometimésd yu
know, HaryE if | were in her positiongdif@el exactly the samaywou should
newer be mad at her for feeling thay whe doe®

OIOm né1,he said, sad that Ginraswinhappy in aawhe could®do
anything to ltangz ODo gu think that not telling her about what teme did
that night vas the right thing to do?0

050 said&hsy immediatelyer tone sugpsting that the anewwas
obvious Ol think the lessiy tell her about thithe bette®

OIOm just afraid itOll seenQik yting to hide things from hér

Ol can understand that, but | think sheOll understand th®reason.

OBut, rememberE oh,ait, yu didDsee that. Baat the end ofune
when Snape agted me as the person tpleee Albushe gve me panission to
tell Ginny because hesthat it vould male ny life really difficult ihe didi®
When she found out, Ginnyagrunhappy at the idea that sbelardhae been
told, een though it wuld hae been easier for her not to Wi

OThat®a different situatidd,arguedaPsyOln that casi was a difficulty
of yours that she could helpwwith, and she diffieel bad about being unhappy
that your memories auld be viead. Hergit®not a halleng for yu; therad
nothing she could do to helpuy and she feels bad at being upséing her esty
time it happens mgde honest, but itomld be unnecessarily tiukO

He nodded; he still difftike it, but he coulddargue with heCurioushe
asled, OHw are thingsajng with yu and Rn?0

OOh, 1Om sureshiefd pu all about erything® she jaid.
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Os you knav how he laves talking about relationskipsiary responded
with a smile

OHe does better with naetuallp she said. Ol think hewsade has to
and he doedseem to mind. Butef® doing fineThereno problemsor at least,
nothing seriou® With a gleam in her eyé® added, @@ looking fonard to
spending some time &ther during theacation. Wich reminds meE Rn would
neer ask gu, but yu mentioned hang a copy ofour Ring ofReduction. Mgbe
as a little projectpy could modify the second roome lju talled abou©

Harry dudled. Offiat sounds lika @od idea. It wuld be a nice
distractiorO

Ol think Ginny has other ideas fourydistractio) teasedaRsy OBut
thanks And the sooner the bettee dordhave that nuch vacation lef®

Ol0lleg right on i© he assured h&ndE thanks for eerythingd

@\nytime pu want to talk, IOm hede

He left, then wnt to the bpsO bedroom any ta the bed. Ainking about
the excutionshe found that his mindasw 99% made up: haswalmost ctin
that he wuld decide to do nothing to stop them. He knew tingirfwas
grieving, but not totally wrong: Hadid attract dameg wheresr he wvent. Those
people could easily escapel he knew heowld feel responsible for whaethey
did if that happened. He also felt that the man who had argued yatAbhbatt
had a god point, that it &s more or less haice betwen the Vies ofthe Death
Eaters and thevis oftheir future victimsAlbus wuld hae done thisthought
Harry, he vould hae led a arsade to stop it. But | d®think | can. | kne he said
| had to ma& my own decisiondut | hate this on@hey@ both terible And | do
feel lile | have blood on m hands ifl let this @ forward. Exeryone will tell me |
should®feel lile that, but | dol know Bright said &®@ot all about mend haO
right. But the fact is that | might be able to stop it. Could I look those people in the
eye and tell them that Iragd to their death? He realized that thassowe more
thing he had to do before he could stop thinking about the situation.
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Harry walked davn the halls othe Auror compound; Kingsley hadegi
him directionse\en though he had been there once hefbeeprisonersO cells
were spread apdo keg them from comnmicating, ean though they ave
usually Silenced as a mattezafrseHary tumed right, and & soon at the cell
he remembered.

He stood in front otthe cell and sathe figure lying on the simple bed,
pointing avay from him. He lifted the Silencing, and spOidellpMalfo.O

Malfoy sat up with a staHary knew that it as probablyery rare for
him to hear amne speak. ®tter?0 he aak as he tned on his bed to face
Harry. His wice craked a littleas Hary also knew that Maifanight not hee
spolen for a long timeDls thatau, orEO Malfg®eyes nemwed, as iftrying to
male out some tiny detail.

Harry realized what Maifaas thinkingONoit®really mesory. Not a
Death Eater posing as nhere to brealoy out. | just wnted to talkd

Malfoy looked at Harry as ifhe vere crazyOdst camepfor a bat, did
you?0 he asik sarcasticallpVinted to gloat a bit?0

Harry almost laughed, since thaswo far from his powse ON¢O he said.
OMagbe 10m here toyspodbyeO

OYu ging somewhere?0 sneered y&@Mdesr to retun, | hope?0O

ONg it®more lilg, yout® ging somewhef@ said Hay somberlyOButqu
will retun, according torBfessor Dumbledof@ On seeing May®blank yet
contemptuous look, Har realized that Maifalidrknow. Ol forgt, you dor®
exactly gt the Pophet in hereThe Ministy is about to decide that all the Death
Eaters cuently being held areigg to be put to deaf.

Malfoy laughed. @¥h, tell me another offéie Ministy®way too
spineless to do anythingeltkat. ieyOll be breaking us out apgndaO

OThey did ty, in Sptembe conceded Har Odldemot himselfled the
attempt, gu should beldttered. But & stopped them. Some peophehescaped
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since gu got caught, butgué® being heldybAurorsO Hary went on to explain in
brief the eents ofthe past few month®Sathere hee been enough escapes that
people arediting fed up with it, theg@eady to do anything theyéq to stop
it. Therea lot ofpressure from the public tceexte the Death Eaters Wae
right naw, and i€ping to happen, rghe pretty soon.rébably within the next
two week€)

Malfoy was silent for a miree, then lookd defiant, Ol d@beliee youO

O¢s you dqO said Hay; he had beemeding since he aved. O¥u
dondwant tq but yu do You ca®think of any reason wH®@ bother to come in
here and lie toopO

Malfoy rolled his eyes in aryamce Odst because | odithink of a reason
does®mean there ifdone And IOm notawried, theyOll come and break us out
before anything could happen aayyWhe Dark Lord wn®allow thisO

Harry gave a gunt of anusement. Qe Dark Lord isin muc of a
position to do anything, he @men conduct a simple operation competénidy
proceeded to explain what he had don@levhot; despite Malf® attempts to
appear as iie dismissed what Hamas sging, he loodd stunned. OHogsmeade
the one this yeanas the last st concluded Har OTey lost the &fact, and
created enough public anghat the eecutions will happéD.

ONav IOm sureyé lyingd said Maljosnugly ONo one could do that to
the Dark Lord, céainly not puO

Harry found that Malfpwasi®lying ONot that it mattgrBut | can she
you what | didd Malfg blanbed, as Hay had explained that what he déc very
painful. ONaOm notajng to sha you by doing itE not exactl® With a ae of
his wvand, Hary lifted the Memagr Cham he had placed on Malfm Setember
Malfoy cave a stdras the memories canh@ofling bak; horor filled his eyes as he
clearly realized that Hamas telling the dth.

Hamry explained vo he had come up with the Imperius @hand its
effect on Death Eater®Doing it togu, and what happened, made me realize that
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it would hae the same effect omMemot, or angne whafbeen Cleansedey!
know about tha® he added, to anothertigarlook from Malfg OWen | do it
much more intenselyith Legilimencyt basically revses the Cleansify the
time | et done with Wldemot, heOll barely be able teetan evil thought, newv
mind do anythin@ Hary wasi®sure that that s literally tre but suspected that
it might be

Malfoy remained silent, but iagnery plain that he &s \ery frightened,
knowing that ifHary wasi®lying about the rest @f he vasidlying about the
executionsor about \dldemot® curent mental capacit9lOmondering,
MalfoyE if you could hee the Cleansing erged, wuld you?O

Anger took wer Malfy®face OWy are gu here Rotter?O he snapped.
OYu didrdjust come to sagpodbye Why doryou just do whatev you came
here to do andeg the hell oud Hary realized that Maifdelt that he as being
toyed with; Hary wondered ifhe actually &g despite it not being his intention.

Harry almost saidAiixious to gt ba& to whateer it was pu were doing?0
but decided at the last second thavitlvbe gloating, witide did®want to do
OlGvkind ofdone it already know this isgoing to ma& any sense toy,
Malfoy, but since |@valen up pur \aluable timdOll explain it angu® Hary
found he couldBquite hold bacthat comment. Olvma lot ofinfluenceand not
eweryone agees that e should be killing peoplé I tried really hard, | might be
able to gt them to not do this think killing people is wrong, and should®do
it. But IOm notaing to fight it, IOmomg to let it happen. So | feel kind of
responsibldike IOm helping condenai yand the others to death ot doing
anythingl felt like if IOm ging to do that, | should be able to come, heok Yu
in the eyeand tell gu that®

Confusion s dominant on Malf®facefollowved ty angr, an emotion
that Hary realized as almost abys thereas it s with Snap©hat®pt to be
the stupidest thing Eser hear®
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Harry shugged. Ol toldou you wouldrdunderstand it. 6@ have to hae
a conscience to do that, and IOm notsurear had one @n before gu were
Cleanse®

OConscience is for theak) spat MaljoOTe strong swiveO

OWhich explains whyou€@ here retaied Hary. O¥6u wouldrdbe here if
you had®decided to g after DudleyHe sgs hellpby the vay, he thinks about
you nav and then. He bought stée¢d shoes in case heruns into pu aginO
Hary decided on the spur tife moment to gloat for a mie on Dudleg®ehalf
@\nyway, you did what gu wanted to do instead @fhat pu were supposed to do
which isr®exactly a sign aftrength. Wu€® not strong, Malfo You were just bar
with adanta@s like money and perE and one big disadntag. Like Crabbg
Goyle and Nott, gu were bon to a Death EatefOm not surely eer een had a
choiceO He paused; Majfeas silent, to Hay® suprise

OEll me something, Mayfié imagine pu had altance to stamgin, the
Cleansing revsedE would yu still do to Bnsy whatau told her gu would after
you cut her?0

An evil gin came to Malfg®face; heaged into the distance for a second,
as ifrecalling a blissful mergo®Oh, Btter, I0& had a lot ofime to spend here
imaginingecarefullyplanningwhatlOngoingto do to het And | will. 10lget out of
here and trak her dovn, one da It® ging to tak das it® ging to be fantastic
And you knawO he added conspiratorjadig \es @ing to be a sprise but since
wef® old palsl could tell gu the first parof it. Get her in the mood a bit. And
one ofthe best pas is IOmajng to mak sure | gt Weasleytoa He gts to
watdh O

Harry shook his head sadiyhat®about what | expected, but | just
thought I@ask. No thankalfoy, they@both @t better things to do than listen
to your si& fantasiesThat reminds méOe gt to remembedOm arking on a
Ring of Reduction for them.ot knaw, for when theyE ell, you dor®want to
hear about thatbO
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OWhat an abominationh€y desee eah othetO

OO0ddly enough, tret@at | think, tooGlad ve found something in
commonO

Ol will, Btter, 10Il gt out of here and tr&cthem devnBO

ONg you wond) Malfay, and here@tyO said Hay with more satisfaction
than he reallyamted to feel. Ol lifted the Mesn@ham | placed onagu in
September but of course 101l vato relace it before | lgg and include this
corversation in it. | dabthink youOll escape before thegeate gu, but | knev
it® not impossibjeso the MemgrCham is just to be on the safe sidew, the
reason quOll do nothingevif you escape is that whesuyet bag, the first
thing \bldemot will do is bed to male sure his MemgpiCham is still intactb
whid it won®Bbeband look for new onegeOll find this orend wndbe able to
get through it een with wur help since IOm stra@rghan him. StheOll do what he
would do ifyou refused to help him: use the&atus Curse untibyr mind
breaks open. | think it stilbwldrdwork, but yu® be vay past any kind dielp ly
the time he figured that out., 88 safe to sethat yu won®be in any position to
do anything to &syBut after | do the MempiCham, youOll foegt any ofthis
ewer happened, and sink batto your avful, disgusting fantasy thats yu
going until they come to @ute gubsomething wiiclOm sad toyséOm
becoming more comfiable with esry mirute

OOKkg | think | got what | needed. Is there anythiog@like to sgb
hopefullythat istoo deraved and violentbbefore | put the MeynGham
bak?0

There vas buning angr in Malfy®eyesOTe next time | seey, Ptter,
youOll see et ywu wondknow it® me until 800 late

Harry gave a light shug OW, it vasiddepraved, at least. Seems wetijk
thoughO He pointed hisand at Malfp and said, @fse remain standing while |
do this itOll just taka secon@.
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Malfoy gave him a defiant look and immediatghbka down on his bed,
in the same position Hé@en in when Hayr arived. Malfy neer was too bright,
thought Hary as he applied the Mem@&ham.

Thirty mirutes latersitting on tw beds in the lysO bedroom, kaand
his friends exited theeRsiee. Ohat was a nice totthere at the end) said
Hermione Ol suppos®y wanted him on the bed so heuldrdwonder wly he
suddenlyltangd positior©

O¢s not that it mattered thatuah, of course relied Hary. OHe
wouldrdbe able to remember amywlist for neatnessgues®

Ol vonder what he meary that last bi) said Ginny

Ol guessed it something to do witllpjuice BtionO sugested Hany,
as Hemione nodded. Oldéfad nothing to do but hhtplots ewen if he cafddo
anything about thef.

Hary glanced atdR and Bnsy; he had beeatding them when Ma®
references to them had come$geing his glandansy rolled her ey&Hany,
pleaseYou cadthink anything he said thereuld bother meEven if he vas freg
he could®toud me and asagu pointed out, ihe gts avay heOll end up wishing
he®been escuted. | feelary safedordworry.O

Olt vasdso nud that | didi®think you were safgust that | thought this
might haeE negative associatiofis Hary clarified.

ONOE | think seeing this mdae done me somegd, actuallyHe®just
so paverlessandE patheticreallyAll he can do is fantasize about violenceyall da
long Therejust nothing more to his life anymdtraould be sad iit wasi®
Malfoy. But hereally eaed this| assume that®ty you askd him the question
about me

OBut gu knaw, Harry, he did hee a boice He mg hae been steered in
this direction, but &vall hae doicesLook at Pofessor Snapbe tiose an

¥ 944 ¥



extremely hard life because he decided he had made ahaitnlf be can do
that, someone EkMalfgy can hoosetoaO Hary sav her point.

@\re You going to call Bright and tell hirnuyQx decided?O adkHemione

Ol already did,he said. Ol told Kingsley at theasittused one dheir
fireplaces to tell Bright. Neither haddmreaction, but I@ the impression that
they vere both glad that | made thimiceO

OThey knev this hasBbeen easy fooyQ arped Hemione O tell yu
the tuth, IOm glady made thistwice toaO Hary nodded, appreciating the
sentiment, that she prafed that he made thieaice with less risk to him.

OSeems kind ofeird, to think that Mal§®Il be dead s@@memaed
Neville

OKind ofgood, yu mearf) put in Bn. OBut yesknow what yu mean.
But he wn®be the first member afur class who diedE just the first one who
deseved itO

OWll, Crabbe and GO pointed out Ginn@But yese really desed
it.O Timing to Hary, she asid, OHw do yu feel about the whole thingw0O

He thought for a few secon@Lik it®not all about m@ he finally said.
ORidolphus s right about that, | do &koo nuch on nyself Talking to Malfg
helped me realize that there are other aspects tortban, | knew that, @ourse
but this made it easier to.destill think the principle is really imgmt, but | ca®
be Albusat least not right mol guess 10mettjng a little more comfable that
IOm not Ik he vasO

ONpg youé® like YouO said Ginngitting across from hinr@ | love youO

He smiled. Olve you, tooO B the othershe said, OSsty dordwe all @
in to Diagn Alley tomarow, hare lund, walk around?0

Ol do®knowO said 8. O%u knaw haw | hate to be pesteréx.

OveQll takplyjuice BtionO joked Hary. OI0Il bey, yuOll be ni

@\nd then what?0 askrinsy with a sly smile
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Hermione Neville and Ginny brakup laughing, andesvHary laughed a
little. Unable to & a smile ofhis faceRon said, OD@be disgusting After a
second, he added thoughtfulyuw, that€disgusting in weys Really
impressieO

Oltwly | couldBresist) explainedaRsyAfter another minte, Ron,
PansyNeville and Hemione left the room. With Ginnyathing, Hary got to
work on the extra Ring ¢teduction.
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